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ACC FOOTBALL

Win, repeat

Empty
seats
abound

Nolan Smith returns to help the Blue Devils defend their title

! Coaches and
league officials blame
the drop on the
economy and on-field
performance.

A

s Duke guard
Nolan Smith
closed the
books on his
junior year and
embarked on his summer
vacation, curiosity struck
like a bolt of lightning.
Make no mistake,
Smith’s impressive
emergence during his third
season as a Blue Devil
proved to be one of the
most fulfilling experiences
of his life. The Duke guard
averaged 17.4 points per
game, dumped in a careerhigh 29 in an Elite Eight
win over Baylor and
capped his
season by
winning a
national title.
Yet after
deciding to
return to
Dan
school for his
Wiederer
senior year,
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and Duke’s
approach as the Devils
attempt to win it all again.
“Maybe Coach K can
get us in touch with Kobe
Bryant to get us some
insight on what it takes to
go back-to-back,” Smith
said back in June. “I’d love
to speak to Kobe and see
his mentality in winning
back-to-back (titles).”
Five months later,
Smith is sad to report he
never made contact with
Bryant. But training with
USA Basketball’s Select
Team this summer in Las
Vegas and New York,
Smith and teammate Kyle
Singler had exposure to one
of Bryant’s closest
teammates, Lamar Odom.
“Lamar reminded me
that the chance to win it all
again doesn’t come around
very often,” Smith said.
“But that also shouldn’t take
away from your focus on
having fun and leading your
team. You have to always
make sure that your
competitive edge is stronger
than your satisfaction.”

By Charles Odum
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Virginia Tech is
the Atlantic Coast Conference’s
only Top 25 team — on the field
and in the stands.
The No. 16 Hokies are the
only ACC team to sell out every
home game.
Empty seats can be found
all around the ACC, as reflected in NCAA stats which track
attendance by percentage of
stadium capacity.
Overall, the 12 ACC teams
have filled just 87.23 percent of
seats, leaving the league on
pace for its fifth decline in the
last six years.
And just because you build
it, fans won’t come in the ACC.
Some of the conference’s
largest venues — Florida State,
Clemson and Georgia Tech —
have the most empty seats.
The ACC filled 94.5 percent
of its seats in 2004. It was the
high mark of seven straight
seasons, from 2001-08, with
more than 90 percent of tickets
sold.
Last year, ACC venues were
only 87.5 percent filled.
Duke coach David Cutcliffe
predicts attendance in the ACC
will grow as rivalries develop.
“It’s just a matter of time
when ACC football is going to
take a big jump in the direction
we all want it to,” Cutcliffe
said.
Cutcliffe, the former Ole
Miss head coach and assistant
at Tennessee and Notre Dame,
said the ACC plays “somewhat
of what you’d call a young
brand of football” following the
additions of Florida State in
1991, Miami and Virginia Tech
in 2005 and Boston College in
2006.
“We’ve got a pretty interesting league, and it’s starting to
look like a big melee with a lot
of people being able to beat a
lot of people,” Cutcliffe said. “...
I think people are going to kind
of get used to the rivalries and
get used to the brands of a football rivalry.
“So those things will help increase attendance, will help increase habits that lead to a lot
of people coming to ball
games.”
Cutcliffe’s optimism is understandable. Duke attendance
has climbed more than 10,000
per game since its 2006 average of 19,580 with former
coach Ted Roof. Duke’s 2010
average is 29,785 at Wallace
Wade Stadium, where the capacity is 33,941.
North Carolina, averaging
57,375, and N.C. State, averaging
56,820, each rank in the top 50
nationally in average attendance
and percentage of capacity.
Coach Tom O’Brien said
N.C. State fans “have been
spectacular, and they always
have been since I’ve been
here.”

Motivational speaking
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Top-ranked Duke will
face an interesting
challenge as it attempts to
live up to the extraordinary
hype and expectation it’s
been showered with.

Duke's Nolan Smith drives to the basket during the first half of the NCAA championship game.
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Panthers give ball back to Clausen
By Mike Cranston
The Associated Press

AP photo

Jimmy Clausen gets a
second chance at
quarterback for Carolina.

CHARLOTTE — The speed of the
NFL and complex defenses were too
much for Jimmy Clausen in his first
stint as Carolina’s starting quarterback.
Matt Moore’s season-ending
shoulder injury will give the rookie
another shot to lead the woeful Panthers — whether he’s ready or not.
Coach John Fox told Clausen af-

ter practice Wednesday that he’ll
start ahead of fellow rookie Tony
Pike on Sunday at Tampa Bay. Taking the helm of the NFL’s worst offense for a second time, the Notre
Dame product hopes to reverse ugly
numbers that include one touchdown
pass, four interceptions, two lost
fumbles and a 48.0 passer rating.
“I’m just thrilled that Coach Fox
and the coaching staff have confidence in me to go out and start

against Tampa,” Clausen said.
Fox didn’t have many other options, as the Panthers (1-7) are set to
become the first team in at least 20
years to have its three active QBs for
a game all be rookies.
To make matter worse for a team
averaging 11 points a contest, the
Panthers are expected to be without
injured running backs DeAngelo
Williams, Jonathan Stewart and
Tyrell Sutton against the Bucs, too.

Moore’s torn labrum in his throwing shoulder knocked him out of Sunday’s 34-3 loss to New Orleans.
Clausen replaced him and had an interception returned for a touchdown
and was later yanked for Pike, a
sixth-round pick.
Clausen, the 48th overall pick,
hasn’t played well on Sundays. He’s
completed only 46.8 percent of his
passes as his adjustment to the NFL
has taken longer than expected.
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TWIN
THREATS
At Duke’s “Countdown
to Craziness” on Oct. 15,
brothers Mason and Miles
Plumlee wowed the crowd
with their athleticism
during the dunk contest.
Mason completed one
trick where he threw down
one basketball after
catching it off the side of
the backboard while
slamming another that he
MASON AND MILES PLUMLEE caught on a lob from
Singler. Miles’ top jam
came on an alley-oop feed that Casey Peters backwards kicked — yes,
kicked — right toward the rim. Make no mistake: both Plumlee brothers
have the explosion to become regulars in the SportsCenter Top 10 queue.
But if Duke is going to remain the national title favorite, the Plumlees have
to remember the contributions that made low-flying center Brian Zoubek
such an asset last year. That means sacrificing showmanship for simplicity.
It means being consistently active on the offensive glass. It means hustling
on defense and remembering that the team’s top offensive options reside
on the perimeter.

SINGLER

C A U T I O U S LY O P T I M I S T I C

Creativity. That’s all anyone within the Duke program can talk
about when it comes to Kyrie Irving. The freshman point guard is
blessed with exceptional creativity. And he’s now playing for a Hall of
Fame coach in Mike Krzyzewski, who has his own contagious
ingenuity. The combination of Coach K’s vision and Irving’s skill will
provide a pretty entertaining show.
Said Blue Devils assistant coach Nate James: “The greatest thing
about Coach K is his ability to recognize when he has a player this
special. Coach has a talent for getting a kid like this to absorb his
coaching. But he also encourages guys to use their creativity, to trust
in their instincts. You think of our program and you immediately think
of the Johnny Dawkinses, Grant Hills, Bobby Hurleys and Jason
Williamses, the guys who had a special knack for making plays with
the ball in their hands. Kyrie is special like that.”
What’s more, Irving has so many weapons around him on the
perimeter — Kyle Singler, Nolan Smith, Seth Curry and Andre Dawkins
— and is such an accomplished scorer himself, you can already feel
opposing point guards swallowing hard just thinking about stopping
the Duke offense.

KEEP AN EYE ON

A SPECIAL PLAYER

UH-OH

IRVING

GET EXCITED

WOW

Dan Wiederer

SINGING SINGLER’S PRAISES
Krzyzewski knows how fortunate he is to be able to build this year’s
team around Kyle Singler, whose college resume could never fit on a
single page. Singler is not only the preseason conference Player of the
Year, he is a three-time All-ACC selection, was the 2008 ACC Rookie of
the Year, earned ACC tournament MVP honors last spring and was also
last year’s Most Outstanding Player at the Final Four. Singler has won 93
games in his career and enters his senior season with 1,767 career points
and 762 rebounds. If he comes close to repeating his statistical output
from last season, he has a chance to move into the top three on Duke’s
all-time scoring list and into the top five on the school’s rebounding chart.

KRZYZEWSKI

here’s a reason only
two schools have won
back-to-back NCAA
championships since
1973. It’s really, really
difficult. Duke coach
Mike Krzyzewski
understands that as well as anyone.
He’s had three previous
opportunities to help Duke repeat
as national champion and
succeeded just once.
The margin for error is so thin
in the NCAA tournament that
some of the best teams of the past
quarter-century are squads that
didn’t win it all. (UNLV in 1991,
Michigan in ‘93, Kansas in ‘97,
Duke in ’99 and Illinois in 2005 all
come to mind.)
That’s a long-winded way of
saying Duke’s quest to capture
the program’s fifth national
championship will be
ultra-challenging.
It’s safe to consider these Blue
Devils a lock to win at least 30
games for the 11th time in the past
21 years. They’re also a shoo-in to
be a No. 1 seed for the NCAA
tournament on Selection Sunday.
The talent, depth and coaching is in
place to give Duke a chance to cut
down the nets again. But so much
will also depend on little things —
injuries, breaks — and one very big
thing: this squad’s ability to
continue developing from
November through March like last
year’s team did.

✦✦✦✦✦
2010-11
SCHEDULE
(Home games in bold type)
Nov. 14 — Princeton (CBE Classic), 5 p.m.

APPLYING THE PRESSURE
Last season, Krzyzewski recognized his team’s limitations in athleticism
and depth and deviated from his preferred defensive approach. Incapable of
flustering opponents with extended pressure, the Devils packed things in and,
as a result — perhaps ironically — wound up becoming one of the nation’s
best defensive and most reliable rebounding teams. Last year’s Devils held
22 opponents below 40 percent shooting and had an impressive plus-6.2
rebounding margin. Well, now, with tremendous perimeter quickness and
depth, Coach K plans to accelerate the tempo of every game. That means,
Duke will once again use a lot of full- and three-quarters-court pressure,
hoping to create turnovers. But that also means the Blue Devil guards will
have to be attentive to their rebounding responsibilities so as not to become
vulnerable to second-chance opportunities.

Photos by AP and wire services

Nov. 16 — Miami of Ohio (CBE
Classic), 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 19 — Colgate, 8:30 p.m.
Nov. 22 — Marquette (CBE Classic,
Kansas City), 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 23 — CBE Classic, Kansas City,
7:45 or 10 p.m.
Nov. 27 — — at Oregon, 4 p.m.
Dec. 1 — Michigan State, 9:30
p.m.
Dec. 4 — Butler (East Rutherford,
N.J.), 3:15 p.m.
Dec. 8 — Bradley, 9 p.m.

Duke
From Page 1C
Unlike last season, when the
Blue Devils stalked the national
title under relative cover, this
squad will be intensely monitored
and micro-analyzed for the next
four-and-a-half months.
Furthermore, for top
returners like Smith, Singler
and big men Miles and Mason
Plumlee, there won’t be that
well of past heartache and
disappointment to tap into for
added motivation.
Smith knows last year’s
seniors Jon Scheyer, Lance
Thomas and Brian Zoubek
derived so much added
incentive from remembering
their past failures.
On March 1, Scheyer,
Thomas and Zoubek remained
bothered by a goal checklist
that still had so many empty
boxes. They had yet to win an
ACC regular season
championship. They had never
been to the Final Four. They
wondered what it would feel
like to win a national title.
“Jon, Brian and Lance
always had that sour taste to
drive them forward,” Smith

said. “They knew last year
what it took to get our team
over that hump. Now there’s no
hump to get over. Those guys
took their hunger and
everything they had and used it
to climb over disappointments
from the past. Kyle and I will
have to find something else.”

Attitude check
As captains, Smith and
Singler will be expected to
establish an attitude.
Duke’s veterans will have to
remember the work ethic that
made last season’s joyride
possible while the newcomers
will have to guard against
overconfidence, needing to
quickly realize that being a
member of a program that just
won the national title does not
entitle them to anything.
Blue Devils assistant coach
Nate James, who helped Duke
win the 2001 national title,
believes this year’s team will
not only need to find new
sources of drive but also defend
against the fear of failure that
comes with being the popular
preseason pick to win it all.
On top of that, James is
quick to point out just how
loaded and heralded the 2001-02
Blue Devils were only to see

their season end in the Sweet 16.
“For the guys that made it
to the top last season, they
can’t forget about all the hard
work that was put into that
journey,” James said. “They
can’t forget that process. And
whenever you’re dealing with a
team this talented, there’s some
dangerous territory for guys to
sometimes think they don’t need
everyone else around them.”
Already, Mike Krzyzewski
and his assistants have been
busy peppering their players
with reminders of the qualities
that made last year’s team so
special: its determination and
unity and willingness to do so
much dirty work.
Former Blue Devil and
current assistant strength coach
Chris Carrawell has also
prodded at Smith and Singler,
reminding them of the cruelty
of outside opinion.
“People have short memories;
they forget quick,” Carrawell
said. “Sure, we may have won
the national title just a few
months ago. But if we’re not
careful, quickly the conversation
may turn to, ‘They won it when?
That happened? I don’t
remember that.’ These guys, for
their legacy, will always be able
to say they were national

champions. But one thing they
have to keep in mind is that
you’ll always be remembered by
how you finished.”
So Carrawell reminds the
returners that while winning
the national championship was
exhilarating, there are so many
more things they’ve never
proven.
Smith and Singler, for
example, must show they can
be reliable and demanding
senior leaders capable of
encouraging teammates,
dropping the hammer when it
needs to be dropped and tapping
into the spirit of the Blue
Devils who didn’t experience
last season’s national title.
In that regard, Carrawell says,
repeating as national champs
should not be the sole focus.
“As a senior, you want to
play well, you want to win,”
Carrawell said. “You want to
have an impact on the younger
guys so that when you leave
they know how to work, they
know what it takes to be a
champion. You want to instill
that in them. And when you
look at it that way, do Kyle and
Nolan really have everything
checked off? I don’t know.”
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 486-3536.

Dec. 11 — Saint Louis, noon
Dec. 20 — Elon, 7 p.m.
Dec. 29 — at UNC-Greensboro, 7
p.m.
Jan. 2 — Miami, 7:45 p.m.
Jan. 5 — Ala.-Birmingham, 7 p.m.
Jan. 9 — Maryland, 8 p.m.
Jan. 12 — at Florida State, 9 p.m.
Jan. 15 — Virginia, 2 p.m.
Jan. 19 — at N.C. State, 7 p.m.
Jan. 22 — at Wake Forest, 4 p.m.
Jan. 27 — Boston College, 8 p.m.
Jan. 30 — at St. John's, 1 p.m.
Feb. 2 — at Maryland, 9 p.m.
Feb. 5 — N.C. State, 6 p.m.
Feb. 9 — North Carolina, 9 p.m.
Feb. 13 — at Miami, 6:45 p.m.
Feb. 16 — at Virginia, 7 p.m.
Feb. 20 — Georgia Tech, 7:45 p.m.
Feb. 23 — Temple, 7 p.m.
Feb. 26 — at Virginia Tech, 9 p.m.
March 2 — Clemson, 9 p.m.
March 5 — at North Carolina, 8 p.m.
March 10-13 — ACC Tournament
(Greensboro)

