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You’re opening up your profession to criticism from anyone with
access to a phone line... You don’t know anything about them, let
alone if they know a lick about basketball.
Roy Williams, UNC basketball coach on his weekly radio show

Horn
bitter
toward
Saints

! Douglas Byrd
standout said he feels
betrayed by head
coach Sean Payton.
By Brett Friedlander

Staff writer

The New Orleans Saints released four-time Pro Bowl wide
receiver Joe Horn on Thursday
in a move the team described as
a business decision.
But Horn, speaking exclusively to The Fayetteville Observer, said that it was anything
but business.
It was personal.
“Right now it’s going around
that
(the
Saints) wanted
to restructure
my contract
and I asked to
be
released,
but this has
nothing to do
with money,”
Horn said. “I Horn
wanted to retire as a Saint. I’ve been
through hell and back for that
city and that organization. If I
wanted out of New Orleans that
bad, I would have just lkept my
mouth shut and let them move
the team to San Antonio.
“I just don’t think (head
coach) Sean Payton wanted me
back. I asked to be released because I felt betrayed by a head
coach who wanted to prove he
could win without Joe Horn.”
Horn, a Fayetteville native
who turned 35 in January,
caught 523 passes for 7,622
yards and a team-record 50
touchdowns in his six seasons
with New Orleans.
He was also one of the most
visible team members following the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, visiting displaced
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Fayetteville State’s Andy Gebru,
left, and Hazael Andrew guard St.
Augustine’s Claude Neeley during
first-half action of their game
Thursday at the 62nd Annual CIAA
Tournament in Charlotte.

Falcons
bounce
Broncos

! Fayetteville State loses
after a controversial
no-call by the referees.
By Michael N. Graff
Staff writer

CHARLOTTE — After somehow concocting a front full of smiles and jokes
during his postgame press conference,
Sam Hanger walked into a secluded
hallway deep in Bobcats Arena,
pressed his back against the cold cinderblock wall and tossed his head up,
revealing a set of beaten, waterlogged
eyes.
Down the hall, his Fayetteville
State players paced outside the locker
room. Some had clenched fists and bitten lips. Others, ghostly stares and
lumpy throats.
Nearby, assistant coach David
Solomon took a step and hopped, mimicking a jump-stop that will haunt the
Broncos for at least another year, until they have their next crack at the
Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association tournament.
Whether Fayetteville State deserved a better fate than a heart-tearing 61-60 loss to Saint Augustine’s is
debatable. What’s not is that the fifthseeded Broncos’ season ended in a
most brutal fashion in the CIAA tournament quarterfinals.
Their season was sealed during a
flurry of last-minute close calls and
big plays, the most important of which
came when Falcon Jeff Sullivan
flicked in a tip with 4.1 seconds remaining.
By then, the Broncos’ comeback
from a 19-point first-half deficit was a
distant memory, a mere supplement
to the agonizing realization that they
would not be playing tonight in the
See BRONCOS, Page 4C

CIAA TOURNAMENT
INSIDER
The Fayetteville Observer is
following the Fayetteville State
men’s basketball team throughout
its trip to the CIAA tournament in
Charlotte. For a more
behind-the-scenes look at the
Broncos, including more photos
and audio from Thursday’s
quarterfinal game against Saint
Augustine’s, visit our Web site,
www.fayobser ver.com.

See HORN, Page 8C
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North Carolina basketball coach Roy Williams listens to a caller during his radio show at Spice Street
Restaurant in Chapel Hill.

Radio static
‘HEY COACH, HAVE
YOU THOUGHT
ABOUT…’

Without fail, many of the call-in questions
North Carolina coach Roy Williams fields
on his weekly radio show start the
exact same way.
Hey Coach, have you thought
about…
Williams typically cuts it right
there.
“Yes,” he’ll say. “I have.”
Williams’ rationale?
“My explanation to them,”
Williams says, “is that while they
may be a pharmacist or a real
estate guy or a homebuilder, it’s
not something they think about
24 hours a day every day the
way I do with basketball. And
not only myself but I have four
other assistants who 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year, with
the exception of Christmas day,
all we think about is
basketball. How to do this,
how to do that. Should we do
this? Should we do that? So
there’s nothing, absolutely
nothing you could ever ask that
we haven’t thought about.”

By Dan Wiederer

Staff writer

CHAPEL HILL — As he slips into his
spring jacket and climbs down from the
stage, Roy Williams has that Academy
Award-winning grin pasted across his mug.
With obvious grace and as much sincerity
as he can muster, the North Carolina coach
politely shakes a few hands, signs
autographs and
poses for a series of
refrigerator door
pictures.
His smile
seemingly indelible,
% Who: Duke at
you’d swear Williams
North Carolina
was actually enjoying
% Where: Smith
himself.
Center, Chapel
In reality, his
Hill
getaway cannot come
% Records:
soon enough.
UNC 24-6, 10-5
The Tar Heels
ACC, Duke 22-8,
coach has just
8-7
survived the hourlong weekly torture
% When:
chamber that is
Sunday, 4 p.m.
“Roy Williams
% TV: CBS
Live” — or as the
coach might prefer
to call it: The hour
I wish I had back.
Catching the eye of a familiar face
nearby,
Williams bugs his eyes out and exhales
through puffed cheeks, emitting the look of
a man who just emerged from a

CLOSER
LOOK

See ROY RADIO, Page 5C

GA. TECH 84,
UNC 77

Heels
feel a
sting

! North Carolina
misses chance to hold
share of first place in
the ACC.
By George Henr y
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Thaddeus Young
scored a career-high 25 points
and Javaris Crittenton handed
out 11 assists to help Georgia
Tech beat No. 8 North Carolina
84-77 on Thursday night.
Losing consecutive road
games in the Atlantic Coast
Conference for the first time in
three years, the Tar Heels (24-6,
10-5) missed a chance to hold
onto a share of first place in the
league following Virginia’s win
over Virginia Tech.
Anthony Morrow added 18
points for Georgia Tech.
Brandan Wright had 22
points to lead North Carolina.
Tyler Hansborough added 16
points and 10 rebounds for the
Tar Heels.

See TAR HEELS, Page 5C
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Tar Heels
From Page 1C
Wayne Ellington finished
with 14 points, but missed a 3pointer in the final minute that
led to a pair of free throws by
Mario West which put Georgia
Tech ahead 80-73 with 55.5 seconds remaining.
Young drove the left baseline for a short runner at the
8:07 mark, matching Georgia
Tech’s biggest lead at 73-59.
But the Yellow Jackets (1910, 7-8 ACC) failed to make a
field goal after Zach Peacock’s
12-footer from the right baseline made it 75-65 with 6:19
left.
The closest North Carolina
got in the second half was 77-73
on a pair of Hansborough’s free
throws with 1:55 remaining.
Ty Lawson’s layup at the
4:44 mark, cutting the lead to
75-70, gave the Tar Heels their
final field goal.
Crittenton, who finished with
13 points, was 5-for-6 on free
throws in the final 4:17.
North Carolina, attempting
to secure a top seed in the
NCAA tournament, was coming
off a two-point loss at Maryland, where they led by 12 with
seven minutes remaining before collapsing down the
stretch.
Hansborough, who scored a
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VIRGINIA 69, VIRGINIA TECH 56

career-high 40 points in a 77-61
win over Georgia Tech last season, hit a combined 28-for-34
free throws in his previous two
games against the Yellow Jackets. He was 8-for-12 on Thursday.
Tar Heels coach Roy
Williams missed a chance to
win his 100th game with North
Carolina.

Virginia knocks
off Virginia Tech
By Hank Kurz Jr.

Georgia Tech 84,
No. 8 North Carolina 77
UNC

FG

FT

Reb

FG
M-A

FT
M-A

Reb
O-T

The Associated Press

Min M-A M-A O-T
A PF PT
Terry
17
1-3
5-8
1-3
1 3
7
Wright
32
8-10 6-9
3-5
0 1
22
Hansbrough 33
4-6
8-12 2-10 1 3
16
Ellington
31
5-12 2-2
0-2
3 0
14
Frasor
9
1-2
0-0
0-1
1 3
3
Ginyard
17
0-1
2-2
1-1
1 2
2
Lawson
25
2-6
2-2
1-2
8 3
6
Thomas
6
0-0
0-0
0-0
0 0
0
Green
12
2-4
0-1
0-0
1 2
4
Thompson
8
1-3
1-2
0-1
1 0
3
Miller
5
0-2
0-0
0-0
0 0
0
Stepheson
5
0-0
0-0
0-0
0 1
0
Totals
200 24-49 26-38 9-29 17 18 77
Percentages: FG .490, FT .684.
3-Point Goals: 3-14, .214 (Ellington 2-5, Frasor 1-2,
Terry 0-1, Miller 0-2, Green 0-2, Lawson 0-2).
Team Rebounds: 4.
Blocked Shots: 3 (Terry, Hansbrough, Wright).
Turnovers: 15 (Terry 3, Lawson 3, Ginyard 2, Green
2, Ellington 2, Thomas, Wright, Hansbrough).
Steals: 7 (Hansbrough 2, Ginyard, Ellington,
Wright, Lawson, Green).
Technical Fouls: None.

GEORGIA
TECH

Min

A PF PT

Smith
25
1-2
0-0
2-6
2 5
2
Young
27
10-18 0-0
2-4
1 2
25
Dickey
25
4-5
1-3
1-6
2 5
9
Crittenton
34
4-12 5-8
2-3
11 0
13
Morrow
27
6-12 2-2
1-3
1 4
18
West
11
1-1
2-2
0-1
1 3
5
Faye
5
0-1
0-0
0-1
0 1
0
Bell
15
0-3
0-0
0-1
1 2
0
Peacock
17
4-6
0-0
3-6
0 4
8
Aminu
14
2-2
0-0
1-3
0 2
4
Totals
200 32-62 10-15 13-35 19 28 84
Percentages: FG .516, FT .667.
3-Point Goals: 10-22, .455 (Young 5-6, Morrow 4-10,
West 1-1, Bell 0-2, Crittenton 0-3).
Team Rebounds: 1.
Blocked Shots: 5 (Dickey, Smith, Bell, Faye, Peacock).
Turnovers: 16 (Crittenton 5, Morrow 3, West 2,
Aminu 2, Young 2, Dickey, Faye).
Steals: 9 (Young 3, Smith 2, Crittenton 2, West,
Dickey).
Technical Fouls: None.
UNC
42
35
—77
Georgia Tech
49
35
—84
A-9,191.

AP photo

North Carolina guard Wayne Ellington drives on Georgia Tech
guard Javaris Crittenton during Thursday’s game in Atlanta.

ACC WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT

Florida State women cruise past Wake Forest
The Associated Press

GREENSBORO — Mara
Freshour scored 12 of her career-high 18 points in the first
half to lead Florida State to a
70-53 victory over Wake Forest
on Thursday in the first round of
the Atlantic Coast Conference
tournament.
% Virginia 89, Clemson 82
— Lyndra Littles scored a career-high 32 points and added 10
rebounds and Virginia pulled
away to beat Clemson in the
first round.
% Virginia Tech 60, Boston
College 54 (OT) — Kirby
Copeland scored 17 of her 19
points after halftime — including a 3-pointer to force overtime
— to help Virginia Tech win.

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. —
Sean Singletary scored 17 points
and Virginia gained sweet revenge against No. 21 Virginia
Tech on Thursday night, beating
the Hokies 69-56 and moving into first place in the Atlantic
Coast Conference.
The Cavaliers (20-8, 11-4),
picked to finish eighth in the
preseason, finished 8-0 in league
play at their new John Paul
Jones Arena and moved a halfgame ahead of No. 8 North Carolina atop the conference. The
Tar Heels played at Georgia
Tech later.
“It means we’ve come a long
way,” Singletary said of the opportunity few thought Virginia
could achieve. “If we can get
this win Saturday, it will just be
icing on the cake.”
Virginia Tech (20-9, 10-5),
which hosts Clemson on Sunday,
never found the defensive
rhythm it used to dominate Virginia on Feb. 10 in the Hokies’
84-57 victory. The Cavaliers hit
four 3-pointers in the opening
5½ minutes and trailed only
briefly in the first half.
J.R. Reynolds and Mamadi
Diane added 13 points each for
the Cavaliers. Jason Cain had
eight points and nine rebounds
and helped on one of the Cavaliers best defensive games this
year.
Zabian Dowdell led the Hokies with 17 points, while Deron
Washington and A.D. Vassallo,
who each had 22 in Blacksburg,
finished with 9 and 3, respectively. The Hokies shot 36 percent.
Virginia Tech got as close as
59-52 with 4:25 to play, but Diane hit an 18-footer and Singletary added two free throws with
3:51 to play, rebuilding the Cavaliers comfort zone.
The Hokies had scored seven
straight early in the second half
to close to within 43-38, but Singletary scored on a drive and Diane hit the first of his two 3pointers in a span of 55 seconds.

Roy radio: In reality, Williams’
getaway can’t come soon enough
From Page 1C
colonoscopy.
“Thrilling stuff, ain’t it?” he
says. “I get to do this every
week.”
On this Monday at Spice
Street, an upscale restaurant
tucked into University Mall not
far from campus, there are
several numbers Williams
doesn’t like. There is the 46-33
rebounding deficit from the
Tar Heels’ loss at Maryland
the day before; UNC’s .471 free
throw percentage in that game;
and the four ACC losses that
have intensified the heat on the
race for the conference
championship.
But inevitably, it’s that one
number that surfaces every
Monday, that causes Williams’
stomach to turn like a water
wheel.
1-866-TAR-HEEL
That’s the number, toll free,
that connects Lee from
Kernersville with the boss of
the UNC basketball program.
That’s the number that allows
Jan in Greensboro to candidly
address the man with 518
career wins and an .801
winning percentage and
question his strategy on
defending the 3-point shot.
“It’s a crazy deal,” Williams

Much ado about nothing
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Roy Williams, left, speaks during his radio show with Woody
Durham held live at the Spice Street Restaurant in Chapel
Hill.

ACC STANDINGS
ACC
W L
Virginia
11 4
North Carolina 10 5
Virginia Tech
10 5
Boston College 10 5
Mar yland
9 6
Duke
8 7
Georgia Tech
7 8
Clemson
6 9
Florida State
6 9
N.C. State
5 10
Wake Forest
4 11
Miami
4 11

All
W
20
24
20
19
23
22
19
20
18
15
13
13

L
8
6
9
9
7
8
10
9
11
13
15
15

Thursday’s results
Virginia 69, Virginia Tech at 56
Georgia Tech 84, North Carolina 77
Saturday’s games
Florida State at Miami, noon
Virginia at Wake Forest, 1 p.m.
N.C. State at Maryland, 3:30 p.m.

The second helped offset four
quick points by the Hokies, and
when Singletary followed it with
his own 3-pointer and two free
throws, Virginia led 56-42 with
11 minutes remaining.
The Hokies got no closer than
seven thereafter.
Virginia led 36-28 after a
first half that was essentially
three runs.
The Cavaliers led 19-8 after
hitting four 3-pointers in the
first seven minutes, then made
only 2 of their next 13 shots.
Dowdell scored six in a 13-0 run
that gave the Hokies a 21-19
lead with 6:48 left. Virginia then
got it back together and used a
16-3 burst to regain control.

Virginia 69,
No. 21 Virginia Tech 56
VIRGINIA TECH (20-9)

Washington 3-8 3-6 9, Collins 2-7 4-6 8, Vassallo 18 1-1 3, Dowdell 7-19 2-3 17, Gordon 2-6 2-5 6, Munson
2-4 0-0 5, Krabbendam 0-0 0-0 0, Sailes 3-5 0-0 6, Diakite
1-1 0-0 2. Totals 21-58 12-21 56.

VIRGINIA (20-8)

Diane 5-7 0-0 13, Cain 4-6 0-0 8, Soroye 2-2 1-2 5,
Reynolds 3-15 5-8 13, Singletary 5-13 4-4 17, Harris 02 0-0 0, Tucker 1-2 0-0 3, Joseph 3-7 0-0 7, Pettinella 11 1-2 3. Totals 24-55 11-16 69.
Halftime—Virginia 36-28. 3-Point Goals—Virginia
Tech 2-15 (Munson 1-2, Dowdell 1-6, Gordon 0-1,
Washington 0-2, Vassallo 0-4), Virginia 10-16 (Singletary 3-4, Diane 3-4, Reynolds 2-4, Tucker 1-1, Joseph
1-2, Harris 0-1). Fouled Out—Washington. Rebounds—Virginia Tech 35 (Collins, Washington 6),
Virginia 38 (Cain 9). Assists—Virginia Tech 8 (Munson,
Vassallo 2), Virginia 14 (Reynolds, Singletary 6). Total
Fouls—Virginia Tech 20, Virginia 17. A—14,931.

UNC coach
Roy Williams,
left, has his
picture taken
with John
Perterson, 8,
by his
mother, Myra
Peterson,
after his
radio show
transmited
live from
Spice Street
Restaurant in
Chapel Hill.

says. “You’re opening up your
profession to criticism from
anyone with access to a phone
line. You don’t know if they’re
in church, in prison, if they’re
dead. You don’t know anything
about them, let alone if they
know a lick about basketball.”
Every Monday, the questions
range from the personal to the
strategic to the cockamamie.
Williams, as he always does,
answers openly, revealing that
his favorite places to golf
include Grandfather Mountain
in Linville and Mount Mitchell
in Burnsville; that he isn’t
overly concerned with his
team’s success in the ACC
tournament next week; and
that yes, he is aware that
freshman Brandan Wright, who
missed two crucial free throws
in the final seconds of the
Maryland loss, is not the best
foul shooter on the team.
“It always amazes me about
fans and what they think they
know and what they think the
coaches don’t know,” says
Woody Durham, the host of the
show and longtime voice of the
Tar Heels. “They haven’t seen
a practice. They haven’t even
seen all the games. And yet
they’ve all got what they think
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are the answers for why
Carolina lost and what
Carolina’s got to do to get
tougher.”
So what does Williams think
of the interaction?
“What fascinates me, what
intrigues me, what entertains
me about it all?” he says.
“That would be nothing,
nothing and nothing.”
For Williams, it’s simply a
necessary evil, part of his
contractual obligation with the
Tar Heel Sports Network, a
deal that pays him close to
$350,000 annually and also
requires him to do a weekly
TV show with Durham. That
task is simple with the 56-yearold coach doing little more
than narrating highlights from
past games.
The radio show? Not so
much fun.
“If you think about it, how
many people would want to
have an open line for people
they can’t see, don’t know and
have no idea whether they’re
North Carolina fans, Duke fans,
State fans, whatever and have
them question what they’re
doing for a living?” Williams
says. “It’s a uniqueness that
you just don’t have in any
other profession.”

Strategy, seafood, secrets
On this night, Williams’
most frequent caller, Sandy

from Raleigh, checks in
midway through the show,
mostly to commend the coach
on his team managing assists
on 64 percent of its field goals
in the Feb. 17 win at Boston
College. Sandy computed this.
The show’s other longtime
caller, a young boy named
Nicholas from Liberty, is
notably absent this week. He
must be tied up or still trying
to come up with a question to
top his best one.
Says Durham: “Not long
ago Nicholas called in all
excited (and asked), ‘Roy is it
true that you ate at Captain
Tom’s Seafood outside of
Ramseur?’ Roy just laughed
and said, ‘Yeah it is Nicholas.
I was on the way back from a
golf trip and the group I was
with got hungry. We saw the
billboard for Captain Tom’s
and turned in.’”
Yep, this is “Roy Williams
Live,” not exactly a Socrates
lecture on the meaning of life.
And so when one caller
prefaces his question about
Wayne Ellington’s shot
selection with the revelation
that “I ain’t no coach or
nuthin’ ” Williams can’t
contain an amused chuckle.
Moments later, Stephen in
Jackson County is on the line
with “a few coaching secrets
for Roy” though he’s not sure

this is the best forum to
reveal them.
“In case there might be
some Duke fans listening,”
Stephen says.
Marginally intrigued,
Williams tries to remain
attentive. And then the Xs and
Os discussion veers wildly off
course crashing into some
Twilight Zone where a
Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fame finalist is being
held hostage for a dissertation
on when and why the shot
clock should reset.
“I would never tell a
doctor or a lawyer or an
insurance man what he should
be doing,” Williams says. “But
it’s just a part of the business
where people regardless of
what they do, they’re also an
expert on coaching.”

It’s easy to see now why
the minute the show ends,
Williams is slipping into that
jacket and racing for the
Spice Street exit.
“It really is something I’d
rather not be doing,” he says.
“If there was anything that I
do weekly that I would like to
get rid of, there’s no question
it would probably be that.
Because I could use that time
to relax. I could go to dinner
with my wife. I could sleep. I
could watch tape. I could
practice an hour longer. I can
think of a lot of other things
I’d rather do.”
In a blink he’s gone, free
from the knucklehead
questions. Until next week.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.

