
BOURBONNAIS — Ask Bears
center Roberto Garza about
the monotony of training
camp and his immediate

smirk says it all.
“A true test of mental stamina,”

Garza says. “Let’s put it thatway.”
Garza isnodoubt aqualified spokes-

man on the topic. After all, this is his
14th NFL training camp, the last 10
with theBears. Byhis ownestimate, he
has now spent almost 10months of his
life on the campus of Olivet Nazarene
University, where the hospitality is
warmbut the excitementminimal.

And it’s here at the end of training
camp when the monotony begins to
feel like the grind of all grinds.

The drill work has become redun-
dant. The film sessions seem longer.
The cafeteria stir fry lost its appeal
weeks ago. And those cinder block
dorm room walls are starting to close
in.

But understand this. Any griping the
players might do comes with perspec-
tive. There areworse jobs to have. And
many of these Bears have had them.

In what might be his final NFL
season, Garzawill make $1.5million to
help protect Jay Cutler. That definitely
beats the exertion he experienced

BOURBONNAIS
—Bears coachMarc
Trestman spoke in
broad, general
terms at the conclu-
sion of the exhibi-
tion opener Friday,
but he did single out
one area that didn’t
require film review

for evidence.
Tackling.
It’s a delicate issue in training camp.

Most believe the benefit of fewer
injuries in practices that are non-
contact or close to it outweighs the
risk of sloppy tacklingwhen the regu-
lar season kicks off.

Itwasn’t long ago two-a-dayswere
the norm in training camp and live
contactwas at least part of one of the
sessions. The collective bargaining
agreement nowallows for only one
practice per day, and coaches are pick-
ing their spotswhen it comes to live
contact, or in the case of theBears, any
contact at all beyond the line of scrim-
mage.

Middle linebackerD.J.Williams

Bears coaching staff
tackles tricky issue of
contact in practice

Brad Biggs
On the Bears
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Steve Rosenbloom: If safety Chris Conte actually makes enough plays to shut up the sizable number of doubters
on the list he says he has kept, then great, the Bears probably have a Pro Bowler back there. More Smack, Page 2

TALKING SMACK

If any athlete in any
sport deserves the
benefit of the doubt
based on reputation, it
is Eldrick “Tiger”
Woods.

Woods, in themidst
of hisworst season on
the PGATour, finds

himself in danger of being left off theU.S.
RyderCup team that begins competition
Sept. 26 atGleneagles in Scotland. Per-

haps in the place golfwas born,Woods
can give his career new life by doing
America proud.Hehas earned the right
to try, notwithstanding the last six
months.

Falling out of the top 10 in theworld
rankings for the first time sinceMarch
2012,Woods stands 71st inRyderCup
points.He iswinless in eight tourna-
ments in 2014,missing the cut in two and
withdrawing from twomore because of
injury. At lastweek’s PGAChampion-

ship,Woodswinced through consecutive
erratic rounds of 74 that hurt fans to
watch almost asmuch as they did for
him to play.

Woods’ back aches. Yourswould too if
you had carried a sport for the last 15
years.

YetwhenRyderCup captainTom
Watson announces his three at-large
selections Sept. 2,Woods should be one
of them—as long as he is healthy. A
broken-downbody in need of rest is

Despite recent difficulties, Tiger always a threat

Turn to Hsugh, Page 6
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Gruntwork
Oh, Deere! For some Bears,
past jobs are bad memories

By DanWiederer
Tribune reporter
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