Sports

PREP REGIONAL RESCHEDULED

East Bladen’s game with Bunn in the 2-A Eastern Regional girls’ basketball
tournament in Greenville has been rescheduled for 5:30 p.m. Thursday at
J.H. Rose High School. For more NCHSAA tournament coverage, go to Page 6C.
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NORTH CAROLINA 69, MIAMI 62

Dan Wiederer

SO LONG, SENIORS
Campbell
lives his
dream
at UNC

Vasquez
looks to
put Terps
on top
It was late-October, still
a full 19 days before
Maryland would play its
season opener against
Charleston Southern. Yet
Greivis Vasquez couldn’t sit
still.
The
Terrapins
point guard
was inside a
ballroom at
the
Grandover
Resort in
Greensboro,
Vasquez
chatting it up
at the ACC’s annual
Operation Basketball
gathering.
For more than an hour,
Vasquez overflowed with
eagerness for his senior
season. And then, during a
rare lull in conversation, he
leaned back, not needing
another question to reveal
his excitement.
“I cannot wait,” Vasquez
said. “Seriously. I cannot
wait.”
With Vasquez in such a
cheerful mood, one reporter
issued a challenge, sliding
Vasquez a blank ballot, the
one the media was using to
predict the order of finish
in the ACC while also
selecting the league’s allconference team and Player
of the Year.
With little hesitation and
his trademark cocksure
grin, Vasquez took a pen
and went to work. Sort of.
“This is the only thing
I’m going to do,” he said.
On the top line of the
“projected order of finish”
list, he scribbled one word:
Maryland.
Then, in the blank for
ACC Player of the Year, he
signed his name, quickly
dropped the pen and
nodded.
“That’s my opinion,” he
said. “I can’t guarantee it’s
going to happen. But that’s
my prediction.”
As for how Vasquez
defended those picks?
See WIEDERER, Page 3C

By Dan Wiederer
Staff writer

CHAPEL HILL — By the time
Marc Campbell saw the stat sheet
after North Carolina’s 69-62 defeat
of Miami on Tuesday night, he
knew it wasn’t a treasured
souvenir.
On Senior Night at the Smith
Center, as part of tradition,
Campbell made his first career
start as a Tar Heel. But he didn’t
register a single stat.
And if you were slow in parking,
you may have missed his cameo
altogether — a quick and energized
spurt that carried a straightforward
philosophy.
“Just stay alive,” Campbell said.
That mission, it’s worth noting,
was a success. Campbell left the
game for good with 16:51 left
before halftime and UNC ahead 5-3.
Not that any of that mattered.
On a Senior Night in which Deon
Thompson (14 points) and Marcus
Ginyard (12 points, 12 rebounds)
carried the team and stole the
spotlight, Marc Campbell was once
again thrilled to be along for the
ride, once again proud to be a Tar
Heel.
“Sometimes I just sit there and
say to myself, ‘Are you kidding
me?’ ” he said. “You think about
doing something your whole life
and then this chance comes to live
and breathe that dream and it’s
unfathomable the privileges and
opportunities you have.”

The detour
Campbell wound up in Chapel
Hill, in part because his father
Greg lettered for Dean Smith in the
mid-1960s and remains a loyal
supporter of the program.
But that would only provide a
surface-level explanation of the
path Campbell took to get here and
how he and Greg became the only
father-son combination to ever play
at UNC.
In 2005, after a standout career
at Ravenscroft High School in
Photo courtesy of Robert Willett/The News & Observer Raleigh, Marc actually turned down
an offer from Roy Williams to be
UNC’s Marc Campbell enjoys recognition during Senior Night on Tuesday. Campbell was held up
See SENIOR, Page 4C
at gunpoint and lost his best friend before transferring to UNC, where his father played.

Tar Heels second team to reach 2,000th win
INSIDE

By Aaron Beard
The Associated Press

NO. 4 DUKE AT
NO. 22 MARYLAND
% When: 9 p.m.
% Where: Comcast Center in
College Park, Md.
% Records: Duke 25-4, 12-2
ACC; Maryand 21-7, 11-3
% On air: ESPN, 990 AM,
104.5 FM, 107.9 FM

CHAPEL HILL — Deon Thompson scored 14 points in his final
home game to help North Carolina
hold off Miami 69-62 on Tuesday
night and become just the second
team in NCAA history with 2,000
victories.
Fellow senior Marcus Ginyard
added 12 points as the Tar Heels
(16-14, 5-10 Atlantic Coast Conference) won consecutive games for
the first time in 2010. Coming off

% Syracuse wins first game as No. 1,
% Roundup, Page 4C
a surprise win at Wake Forest,
North Carolina got off to a fast
start against the Hurricanes then
used a 13-0 first-half run to go
ahead for good.
Hitting the 2,000-win mark provided an achievement in an otherwise frustrating centennial season
for North Carolina, though Kentucky already reached that mile-

stone in December. Second-ranked
Kansas is just behind with 1,997 victories heading into today’s game
against No. 5 Kansas State.
Still, the Hurricanes (18-11, 411) made the Tar Heels work for it.
Miami cut an 18-point deficit all
the way down to one in the final 3½
minutes, but couldn’t push ahead.
Freshman Durand Scott scored
a season-high 29 points to lead Miami, which struggled with its shot
all night before nearly adding another forgettable chapter to North
Carolina’s miserable season. At

one point, Scott scored 10 of his
team’s 14 points, ending with a 3pointer that cut the deficit to 58-55
with about 4 minutes left.
Less than a minute later, Adrian
Thomas hit a 3 that pulled Miami to
within 59-58 with 3:31 left and put
the home-standing crowd on edge.
But Thompson hit a turnaround
shot in the lane on the ensuing possession, while Ginyard came up
with several key rebounds late and
hit three free throws in the final 30
seconds to help seal the victory.
See UNC, Page 4C

REGION COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Campbell fighting for NCAA tournament berth
Senior Miles
Taylor, right,
on Campbell’s
motivation:
‘As a team,
we know
people expect
us to crack
in the
tournament.
But that just
gives us
motivation to
prove them
wrong.’
File photo

! The Atlantic Sun co-champion Camels can secure a bid to the
NCAAs with three wins in their conference tournament.
By Sammy Batten
Staff writer

A historic season for Campbell University now boils down
to one game.
Or more specifically, one
loss.
The Camels (19-10) claimed
a share of the Atlantic Sun Conference regular-season title,
their first since joining the
NCAA Division I ranks in 1985.
Four A-Sun teams shared first
place in one of the nation’s
tightest conference races.
The achievement earned

INSIDE

% 5 reasons why Campbell
can win, Page 4C
them a spot in the A-Sun Championship tournament that taps
off today in Macon, Ga. Campbell, seeded No. 4, has a bye into
Thursday’s
second
round
against defending tournament
champion East Tennessee State
(17-14) at 2:30 p.m.
Because only the A-Sun tournament champ is guaranteed a
berth in the NCAA tournament,

any loss would likely end the
Camels season.
“If I were in the SEC or ACC,
and in a four-way tie for first,
I’d be thinking differently about
how many more weeks we have
to play,’’ Campbell coach Robbie Laing said. “But we know
each and every game at this
point could be our last game.
No question. Every possession
(in A-Sun tournament) will be
like gold and diamonds. We
can’t take anything for granted.’’
See CAMELS, Page 4C

A-SUN
TOURNAMENT
Second round
% Who: Campbell
(19-10) vs. East
Tennessee State
(17-14)
% When: 2:30 p.m.,
Thursday
% Where: Macon, Ga.
% What’s at stake:
The Atlantic Sun
Conference
tournament winner
receives an automatic
bid to the NCAA
tournament
% On air: 107.3 FM
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Reasons why
Campbell can win

Campbell
From Page 1C

Since joining the Atlantic Sun Conference for the 2001-2002
season, Campbell University has produced just one victory in
league tournament play. But after tying for first place during the
regular season this year, the Camels will be one of the teams to
beat when the 2010 A-Sun Tournament starts today.

Rodriguez

By Sammy Batten % staff writer
An all-star presence
One of the A-Sun’s top players over the last four seasons has been Campbell
forward Jonathan Rodriguez, left. J-Rod is fourth in league scoring (17.3), fourth
in rebounding (8.2) and third in free-throw percentage (78.2).

Tick, tock, tick, tock ...
While many of the A-Sun teams play an uptempo offense and lean heavily on
3-point shots, the Camels work at a slower pace and manage the clock to their
advantage. Their patience can frustrate foes while creating efficient scoring
opportunities for Campbell.

Solid at the point
Junior point guard Junard Hartley, right, is really the guy who
makes the Camels go. Hartley leads the A-Sun in assists (5.9),
doesn’t turn the ball over often and is the catalyst out front in
Campbell’s defensive press.
A-SUN CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT
At Macon, Ga.
Today’s games
Game 1 — (8) Kennesaw St. vs. (1) Lipscomb, 2:30 p.m.
Game 2 — (7) N. Florida vs. (20 Jacksonville, 9 p.m.
Thursday’s games
Game 3 — (5) E. Tennessee St. vs (4) Campbell, 2:30 p.m.
Game 4 — (6) Mercer vs. (3) Belmont, 9 p.m.
Semifinals
Friday’s games
Game 1 winner vs. Game 3 winner, 6:30 p.m.
Game 2 winner vs. Game 4 winner, 9 p.m.
Championship
Saturday’s game
Semifinal winners, 6 p.m. (ESPN2)

Finding
freebees
Only two
other A-Sun
teams have
gotten to
the free
throw line
as often as
the Camels
this season.
But only
one of
those has
scored
more points
at the foul
line than
Campbell,
which has
drained
495 shots
from the
stripe and
converted
70.5
percent.

Nothing for granted

Hartley
Sticking like glue
Campbell is the best defensive team in
the A-Sun this season. The Camels have
limited foes to a league-low 63 points a
game and are averaging 10.5 steals,
which also ranks No. 1. Those figures
are due in part to their ability to press
from baseline to baseline for long
stretches.

ROUNDUP

Orange gets first win as No. 1
The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Fifth-

year seniors Andy Rautins
and Arinze Onuaku made
their final home game at
Syracuse one to remember,
combining for 35 points as the
Orange beat St. John’s 85-66
on Tuesday night in their first
game in two decades as the
No. 1 team in the nation.
Syracuse (28-2, 15-2 Big
East) beat No. 9 Villanova 9577 on Saturday night before
an NCAA record on-campus
crowd of 34,616 to move from
No. 4 to the top spot Monday.
It was the first time the Or-

ange were there since a sixweek stint in 1989-90 and they
apparently like the view.
% No. 6 Ohio St. 73, Illinois 57 — In Columbus, Ohio,
Jon Diebler hit seven 3-pointers for 21 points to lead Ohio
State to a victory that assured
the Buckeyes of at least a
share of the Big Ten title.
% No. 9 Villanova 77,
Cincinnati 73 — In Cincinnati, Scottie Reynolds scored
all of his 17 points in the second half, and Villanova let
most of its late 16-point lead
slip away before holding on
for a victory.

That includes the opening
game against an East Tennessee State squad that
Campbell split two games
with during the regular season. The Buccaneers took the
first game, 72-57, in late January. But the Camels came
back in mid-February at
home to rout East Tennessee,
79-57.
Since that loss to Campbell, however, the Buccaneers have won three
straight to post a fifth-place
finish in the regular season.
“We’ve had recent success
against them, so I think our
guys feel like they’ve got a
great shot going in,’’ Laing
said. “But last year we
played them in our next-tothe-last regular-season game
and beat them. Then they
went on to win five a row and
represent our league in the
NCAA tournament.’’

% No. 13 Vanderbilt 64,
Florida 60 — In Gainesville,
Fla., John Jenkins scored 18
points, A.J. Ogilvy added 16
and Vanderbilt delivered a
blow to the Gators’ NCAA
tournament hopes.
% No. 18 Gonzaga 78,
Cal State Bakersfield 59 —
In Spokane, Wash., Matt
Bouldin scored 15 points as
Gonzaga closed its regular
season.
% No. 21 Baylor 86, Texas
Tech 68 — In Lubbock,
Texas, Tweety Carter scored
18 points to lead Baylor to its
sixth win in seven games.

% No. 24 UTEP 80, Marshall 76 — In Huntington,
W.Va., Randy Culpepper
scored 32 points and Texas-El
Paso clinched its first outright Conference USA championship.

ACC
% Clemson 91, Georgia
Tech 80 — In Clemson, S.C.,

Trevor Booker closed out his
home career at Clemson with
21 points to lead the surging
Tigers.
Demontez Stitt added 20
points for Clemson (21-8, 9-6
ACC).

Senior swingman Miles
Taylor said the Camels won’t
take anything for granted, especially considering their
history in the tournament.
Campbell has been eliminated in the first round in each
of the last two years, including an 82-52 shellacking by
Lipscomb last year.
“I think everybody is coming in with a sense of urgency,’’ Taylor said. “We definitely had a great regular
season in being one of the
four teams tied for first. But
I think there’s a certain competiveness in us that we want
to show everyone we should
have been in first by ourselves.”
The ultimate goal for Taylor and the Camels is an
NCAA tournament bid.
Campbell hasn’t received
an NCAA tournament bid
since the 1991-92 season
when it fell to a top-seeded

Laing named
top coach
A staff report

Robbie Laing, who has
built Campbell from a cellar
dweller to a
league
contender, was
named
Atlantic
Sun
Conference
Coach of the
Year on Tuesday.
Laing
Laing won
just five games in his first
two seasons with the Camels.
But in this, his sixth year, he
directed the program to its
highest number of conference victories (14) and its
highest finish in the league
standings (tied for first) since
joining the NCAA Division I
ranks in 1985.
The honor was one of
three earned by Campbell.
Senior forward Jonathan Rodriguez was named to the
A-Sun first team, while junior guard Junard Hartley
was selected A-Sun Defensive Player of the Year.
Duke squad, 82-56. That was
the school’s one and only
NCAA appearance since
moving to Division I.
The Camels will have to
win the A-Sun tournament to
land an NCAA bid, but if they
can win at least one game
this week it could earn them
a bid to the National Invitational Tournament or the
CollegeInsider.com tournament.
“We’re only focused on the
A-Sun right now,’’ Taylor
said. “If we take care of business this week, the rest will
take care of itself.’’
Staff writer Sammy Batten can be
reached at battens@fayobserver.com
or 486-3534.

TODAY’S GAME

N.C. STATE AT VIRGINIA TECH

% When: 7 p.m.
% Where: Cassell Coliseum
% Records: N.C. State 16-13, 4-10 ACC; Virginia Tech
21-7, 8-6
% The bulletin board: Consider this a must-win game for
the Hokies, who have lost three straight and now, once again,
find themselves on the NCAA tournament bubble. In a
four-way tie for third place in the conference, Virginia Tech
could still finish as low as seventh in the league standings. In
these teams’ first meeting three weeks ago, the Hokies made
their first 10 shots, jumped up to an early 26-7 lead and
never looked back on the way to a 72-52 win in Raleigh.
State shot just 28.6 percent in the loss (a season low) and
failed to make a 3-pointer for the first time in 55 games.
% On the air: 640 AM, 1050 AM, 1300 AM, 1370 AM,
101.5 FM, 102.3 FM, 105.5 FM

Senior: Watching UNC spoil Duke’s Senior Night convinced Campbell to be a Heel UNC
From Page 1C
an invited walk-on at UNC.
That was his dad’s
dream.
“But I wanted to go and
be my own person,”
Campbell said. “For me,
accepting a scholarship was
more important than the
whole Carolina tradition, the
whole Carolina family.”
So Campbell chose UNCGreensboro over High Point
and through some cruel and
unfathomable twists of fate
wound up suffering through
what, in his words, became
“the most trying year of my
life.”
The anxiety started with
playing time fluctuations
early in his freshman
season. But things grew far
more sobering in December
of that year when, while
driving around with a few
teammates, Campbell was
held up at gunpoint.
During the chaos, the
assailant put the gun down
Campbell’s pants and
threatened to shoot unless
Campbell and his friends
surrendered their money
and belongings.
Campbell and his mates
escaped unharmed. But
mentally, he was
traumatized.
Then less than a week
later, while having his
ankles taped before a game,
Campbell got a crushing
call from his dad, informing
him that T.J. Collins, one of

Marc’s basketball buddies
growing up, had committed
suicide.
“It was like being in an
emotional tsunami,”
Campbell says. “Everything
came crashing down at
once.”

A Tar Heel born
Shattered emotionally,
Campbell persevered
through his freshman season
but never made a huge
impact, scoring just 17
points.
He knew it would be his
only year in Greensboro.
The Spartan coaches knew,
too.
So a few days after
UNCG’s season ended at the
Southern Conference
tournament, Campbell sat
down with coach Mike
Dement. Dement asked
Campbell how he felt about
his future but Campbell
could muster only one
candid answer.
“I don’t want to be
here,” he said.
That weekend, with
spring break beginning,
Campbell drove back to
Raleigh and as fate would
have it, he watched a Tyler
Hansbrough-led North
Carolina team ruin Senior
Night for J.J. Redick and
Duke with an 83-76 upset at
Cameron Indoor.
Suddenly, Campbell felt
himself wanting badly to be
a Tar Heel again, just as he
had as a kid when he went

crazy for Hubert Davis and
Donald Williams and later
Antawn Jamison.
Suddenly, he wanted his
chance to taste that UNC
glory firsthand.
“Seeing that 2005-06
season they had, the year
after the national
championship, really left an
impression,” Campbell said.
“You saw how much those
guys cared about each other
when they played. I had
been to the lowest of the
lows. So right there I said
to myself, I really want to
be a part of that.”

Witness to history
Four years later,
Campbell finds it hard to
fathom all he’s been a part
of as a Tar Heel.
He has posed for
snapshots with Michael
Jordan, played pickup ball
with Barack Obama. He has
contributed to teams that
have won three ACC
championships and gone to
two Final Fours.
He has seen Williams
notch his 500th career win
and later his 600th. And he’s
had a VIP pass all winter
for Carolina’s “100 years of
basketball” celebration with
Tuesday providing win No.
2,000.
More than anything,
though, Campbell cherishes
the lasting friendships he’s
made. You may know Tyler
Hansbrough as an ACC
legend. Campbell sees him

more as “the goofiest kid
you’ll ever meet, the butt of
every joke.”
You may forever
remember Ty Lawson as
the 2009 ACC Player of the
Year and the driving force
behind last season’s national
title run. Campbell, though,
knew Lawson better as a
best friend and messy
roommate, the kid who used
to buy Fruit by the Foot in
bulk and drink applesauce
right from the jar.

Lasting legacy
Campbell can’t
remember the first game he
played in as a Heel. (It was
against Iona on Nov. 18,
2007). And he doesn’t
remember his first points
either. (Those came five
weeks later in the final
minutes of a blowout of UCSanta Barbara.)
But if there’s an image
that will never fade from
his mind, it came with the
clock ticking toward zero in
last season’s national title
game. Campbell knew from
the first day of practice
there was a very real
chance he would get to
experience a national
championship triumph. But
he never imagined he’d be
on the floor in the final
minute.
When the buzzer sounded
on UNC’s 89-72
championship win, Campbell
felt the ultimate rush. The
streamers exploded from

the roof as he stood at
halfcourt watching the
legends of that UNC team
race towards him.
“The irony,” Campbell
said, “still gets me. For the
most part, unless something
astronomically crazy
happens, you know as a
walk-on there’s no way
you’re going to be out on
the court at the end of the
national championship
game. So then, for me to
have Ty and Tyler and
Wayne (Ellington) rushing
the court towards me
instead of me rushing
towards them? That was
something pretty magical
that I will absolutely never
forget.”
Tuesday’s Senior Night
couldn’t quite top that. But,
on the jog off the court,
Campbell reminded himself
to soak it in one last time.
“This has been an
amazing four years,” he
said. “All the legends I’ve
been around, all the bonds
I’ve made, all the history
I’ve seen, I don’t know that
anybody could have an
experience this fulfilling and
this incredible. Running
back into that tunnel, it was
special for me to realize
that in some small way I’ve
been a part of Carolina
basketball and everything
it’s about.”
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be
reached at wiedererd@fayobserver.com
or 486-3536.

From Page 1C
Will Graves scored 16
points to lead the Tar Heels,
while Ginyard (12 rebounds)
waited until Senior Night to
earn the first double-double of
his five-year career. Freshman John Henson also had 12
rebounds, part of North Carolina’s 51-27 rebounding advantage.
Miami shot 35 percent, including 8-for-34 from 3-point
range, after entering the
game as one of the league’s
best shooting clubs.

North Carolina 69,
Miami 62
MIAMI

FG
Min M-A

FT Reb
M-A O-T A PF PT

UNC

FG
Min M-A

FT Reb
M-A O-T A PF PT

Collins
18
1-5
1-2 0-1 0 1 3
Gamble
26
3-10 1-2 4-7 2 2 8
Adams
22
0-5
0-0 0-1 0 1 0
Dews
25
1-8
0-0 0-4 0 5 2
Scott
34
11-15 4-4 2-5 1 3 29
Grant
35
4-11 2-4 0-5 8 2 12
McGowan 4
0-0
0-0 0-0 0 0 0
Thomas
23
2-8
0-0 0-1 1 1 6
Johnson
13
1-4
0-0 2-3 0 5 2
Totals
200 23-66 8-12 8-27 12 20 62
Percentages: FG .348, FT .667. 3-Point Goals:
8-34, .235 (Scott 3-5, Thomas 2-8, Grant 2-9, Gamble 1-2, Adams 0-5, Dews 0-5). Team Rebounds:
0. Blocked Shots: 7 (Gamble 4, Collins 2, Johnson). Turnovers: 8 (Adams 3, Grant, Scott, Johnson, Thomas, Gamble). Steals: 13 (Thomas 4,
Scott 2, Grant 2, Gamble 2, Adams 2, Johnson).
Technical Fouls: None.
Gallagher 3
0-0
0-0 0-1 0 1 0
Thompson 24
6-12 2-2 1-4 0 1 14
Ginyard
34
3-7
6-8 3-12 5 3 12
Thornton 3
0-0
0-0 0-0 0 1 0
Campbell 3
0-0
0-0 0-0 0 0 0
Drew II
26
2-7
1-2 0-3 7 2 6
Graves
29
4-9
4-4 1-3 1 0 16
Henson
23
3-4
1-2 1-12 1 0 7
Zeller
18
2-6
2-3 4-5 0 2 6
Strickland 15
2-2
0-0 1-3 1 1 5
McDonald 13
0-7
0-0 1-2 1 0 0
TWear
8
1-3
1-2 0-1 0 0 3
Petree
1
0-0
0-0 0-1 0 0 0
Totals
200 23-57 17-23 15-51 16 11 69
Percentages: FG .404, FT .739. 3-Point Goals:
6-18, .333 (Graves 4-8, Strickland 1-1, Drew II 14, Ginyard 0-1, McDonald 0-4). Team Rebounds:
4. Blocked Shots: 6 (Henson 4, Thompson,
Zeller). Turnovers: 17 (Zeller 4, Henson 3, Drew
II 2, T.Wear 2, Strickland 2, Ginyard 2, Graves,
McDonald). Steals: 5 (Zeller 2, Drew II, Graves,
Thompson). Technical Fouls: None.

Miami
North Carolina
A—16,725.

26
36

36—62
33—69

