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NCAA TOURNAMENT
NORTH CAROLINA 72, OKLAHOMA 60

MOTOWN BOUND

Tar Heels motor past Blake Griffin and the Sooners on their way to the Final Four
By Noah Trister
The Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Tyler Hansbrough deferred to his teammates —
just as he’d hinted he might.
This was no one-on-one matchup
down low. Instead, North Carolina rolled
past Blake Griffin and Oklahoma with a
total team effort.
Ty Lawson scored 19 points and topseeded North Carolina overcame a quiet
game from Hansbrough to beat the
Sooners 72-60 Sunday in the South Regional final.
North Carolina (32-4) advanced to the
Final Four for the second straight year
and will play Villanova in the national
semifinals.
“This is what we work for,” the Tar
Heels’ Wayne Ellington said. “We put so
much work in and sweat in the offseason
to get not to this point, but past this
point. It means a lot to be able to get to
this point and have an opportunity to win
the whole thing.”
See HEELS, Page 4C

Heels follow
the game plan
perfectly

AP photo

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — If you’re
looking for a reel of Tyler
Hansbrough highlights from Sunday’s
Elite Eight game at FedEx Forum,
sorry. There weren’t any.
Unlike last year when Hansbrough
took over North
Carolina’s regional
championship
showdown with
Louisville, this
season’s sequel was
both sub-par and
forgettable.
Hansbrough made
his last bucket with
DAN
more than 8 minutes
WIEDERER
left before halftime.
And his most
memorable moment
came with 6:37 to play when he got
into the lane and rose for a dunk
over Oklahoma’s Blake Griffin.
Only he was 8-feet from the
basket.
At the top of his leap, Hansbrough

North Carolina’s Ty Lawson celebrates during the second half of the Tar Heels’ 72-60 win over Oklahoma. Lawson scored 19 points.

FINAL FOUR

ON THE WEB

INSIDE

See WIEDERER, Page 4C

Heading home

Want more?

Photo hunt

% Michigan State gave the Final Four a hometown
feel, stopping overall No. 1 seed Louisville 64-52
to win the Midwest Regional, Page 4C
% Also, an updated NCAA bracket, Page 6C

% For live blogs and more
from staff writers Sammy
Batten and Dan Wiederer,
head to acc.fayobserver.com

% For more photos from North
Carolina’s win over Oklahoma
in the South Regional final,
please visit fayobserver.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
% Michigan State (30-6) vs.
Connecticut (31-4), 6:07 p.m.
% Villanova (30-7) vs. North
Carolina (32-4), 8:47 p.m.

FIREANTZ 4, COTTONMOUTHS 3 (OT)

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

OT win gives Antz a 2-1 lead

Liberty’s Seth Curry
to transfer to Duke

By Thomas Pope
Staff writer

Dan Buccella’s speech to his
teammates prior to taking the
ice for overtime wasn’t a pep
talk. It was a plea for a quick
verdict.
“I go, ‘Guys, I’m exhausted, I
know you’re exhausted. Let’s
put these guys away early and
get home and get some rest,’ ”
Buccella said. “ ‘We can’t afford
to drag this one out; it’ll kill us
for tomorrow. So let’s put these
guys away early.’ ”

GAME 4

% Who: FireAntz vs. Cottonmouths
% When: Today, 7 p.m.
% Where: Crown Coliseum
% Series: Fayetteville leads 2-1

ON THE WEB

% For more pictures from the
FireAntz game, please visit
fayobserver.com
Then he went out and took his
own advice.
Buccella forced a turnover

behind the Columbus net and fed
linemate Emery Olauson for the
game-winning goal just 55 seconds into overtime. That gave
Fayetteville a 4-3 victory, and a
2-1 lead in the best-of-five, firstround Southern Professional
Hockey League playoff series.
The FireAntz will go for the
clincher tonight at 7 o’clock at
the Crown Coliseum. A fifth
game, if necessary, will be in
Columbus, Ga., on Wednesday
night. The series survivor ad-

The Associated Press

Staff photo by Johnny Horne

Fayetteville’s Matt
Moreland and Columbus’
Orrin Hergott tangle
See ANTZ, Page 3C during the first period.

RALEIGH — Seth Curry is
joining Coach K and the Blue
Devils. Curry’s father Dell told
The Associated Press on Sunday
night that his son will transfer to
Duke next season.
The younger brother of
Davidson star Stephen Curry
was the Big South freshman of
the year at Liberty after leading

the nation’s first-year players
with a 20.2-point average. He
announced plans last week to
transfer so that he could play a
higher level of competition.
Seth Curry will sit out next
season and have three seasons of
eligibility remaining beginning in
2010-11, when the Blue Devils
will need another scoring guard.
Gerald Henderson and Jon Scheyer will be seniors next season.
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CLOSE ENCOUNTERS
Of Oklahoma’s eight first half-field goals Sunday
evening, four came on dunks and three on
layups. The Sooners’ deepest made shot of
the half was a fallaway 10-footer in the lane
by sophomore All-American Blake Griffin.
Oklahoma’s first field goal from outside the
paint came with 5:13 to play — a 3-pointer by
Willie Warren — and the Sooners finished the night
2-for-24 on shot attempts outside the lane.

HAPPY DAYS

GAMBLIN’ MAN

From an individual standpoint, Sunday’s game won’t register as one of the
most memorable of Tyler Hansbrough’s career. Hindered by foul trouble early
and never able to get into an offensive rhythm, Hansbrough ended the
night with as many traveling violations (two) as field goals and had one
of the more bizarre missed dunks late in the second half. His eight
points matched his lowest output of the season. Not that he cared.
Said UNC coach Roy Williams, left: “I said yesterday that if we
win and Tyler scores eight, he’s going to be the happiest person in the
gym. That’s the way he is.”

Ty Lawson admitted feeling a bit of extra excitement about North
Carolina’s return to the Final Four. The reason? He’s
eager to spend some of his free time in the Detroit
casinos. Lawson is a craps man and had a chance
to roll the dice some during Carolina’s December
trip to the Motor City.
“I went down there and won about $500,” he said.
“So I’m likin’ Detroit.”

Heels

MICH. ST. 64,
LOUISVILLE 52

From Page 1C

Spartans
thrilled
to go to
Detroit

Danny Green scored 18
points for the Tar Heels and Deon Thompson added 10. Hansbrough was in foul trouble early
and finished with only eight
points, but he’d said the previous
day he wasn’t going to be caught
up in a head-to-head battle with
Griffin.
Griffin scored 23 points with
16 rebounds for second-seeded
Oklahoma, but the Sooners (306) went 2-for-19 from 3-point
range.
“One thing about Blake is I
think he’s tough down low to box
out,” Hansbrough said. “I think
one thing about him is he’s one
of the best rebounders I’ve
played against and so that was
very tough. I think he gets a lot
of stuff off offensive rebounds
and his rebounding ability was
something I think I’m not really
used to seeing.”
Still, it was Hansbrough who
was standing on the court after
the game, posing for pictures
while the Tar Heels cut down the
nets. That’s a routine this program has down pat.
North Carolina reached a
record 18th Final Four. UCLA
has been to 18, but the Bruins’
1980 appearance was later vacated by the NCAA because of
rules violations.
This will be the Tar Heels’
second Final Four in a row and
ninth in 19 seasons — and it will
be played at Detroit’s Ford
Field, where they routed Michigan State 98-63 in December.
Earlier Sunday, the Spartans also reached the Final Four.
North Carolina lost in the
semifinals last season.
“This team has dealt with a
great deal of adversity and a
great deal of expectations from
other people and they have us
going to Detroit,” coach Roy
Williams said.
North Carolina led 61-40 before Oklahoma scored nine
straight points, including its
first 3-pointer after 15 misses to
start the game. Lawson made a
couple free throws with 4:12 to
play to halt that run.

North Carolina 72,
Oklahoma 60

OKLA

FG
Min M-A

FT
M-A

Reb
O-T

A PF PT

UNC

FG
Min M-A

FT
M-A

Reb
O-T

A PF PT

BGriffin
38
9-12 5-8
6-16 1 4
23
TGriffin
37
2-6
0-0
1-2
0 5
4
Crocker
25
2-8
0-0
0-1
1 3
4
Warren
36
6-16 4-4
0-1
3 1
18
Johnson
29
1-5
0-0
0-1
3 4
2
Leary
5
0-1
0-0
0-0
1 1
0
Pattillo
24
4-5
1-4
3-6
0 1
9
Allen
2
0-0
0-0
0-0
0 0
0
Davis
4
0-1
0-0
0-0
0 1
0
Totals
200 24-54 10-16 12-31 9 20 60
Percentages: FG .444, FT .625.
3-Point Goals: 2-19, .105 (Warren 2-9, T.Griffin 0-1,
Leary 0-1, Davis 0-1, Johnson 0-2, Crocker 0-5). Team
Rebounds: 4. Blocked Shots: 0. Turnovers: 16 (Warren
4, T.Griffin 3, B.Griffin 3, Johnson 2, Pattillo 2, Crocker). Steals: 6 (Crocker 3, Warren, Pattillo, Johnson).
Technical Fouls: None.

Thompson
26
5-9
0-0
0-1
2 3
10
Hansbrough 26
2-4
4-4
0-6
3 2
8
Lawson
36
6-13 5-6
0-5
5 2
19
Green
32
6-9
4-4
2-3
1 2
18
Ellington
34
3-9
2-2
0-3
1 0
9
Campbell
2
0-0
0-0
0-0
0 0
0
Frasor
13
0-0
0-0
1-3
0 4
0
Drew II
2
1-2
0-0
1-1
0 0
2
Tanner
1
0-0
0-0
0-0
0 0
0
Watts
4
0-0
0-0
0-0
0 0
0
Davis
16
2-4
0-0
1-3
0 4
4
Moody
1
0-0
0-0
0-0
0 0
0
Copeland
1
0-0
0-0
0-0
0 0
0
Zeller
6
1-1
0-0
1-2
1 2
2
Totals
200 26-51 15-16 6-27 13 19 72
Percentages: FG .510, FT .938.
3-Point Goals: 5-14, .357 (Green 2-4, Lawson 2-4,
Ellington 1-5, Drew II 0-1). Team Rebounds: 0.
Blocked Shots: 2 (Lawson, Green). Turnovers: 12
(Ellington 3, Hansbrough 2, Thompson 2, Campbell,
Zeller, Lawson, Davis, Frasor). Steals: 9 (Lawson 3,
Hansbrough 2, Davis 2, Thompson, Green). Technical
Fouls: None.

Oklahoma 23
N. Carolina 32

A-17,025.

37—60
40—72

North Carolina
forward Tyler
Hansbrough,
left, fights with
Oklahoma
forward Blake
Griffin for the
ball in the first
half of the Tar
Heels’ 72-60
win Sunday in
the South
Regional final.
Hansbrough
only scored
eight points, a
season low, but
it didn’t matter
as UNC led
almost the
entire game.
AP photo

Wiederer: Known for their offense, Tar Heels step up the ‘D’
From Page 1C
could do nothing but rifle a
Tim Lincecum-like fastball at
the back of the rim.
“He tried to jump over a 610 dude from I don’t know
how far away,” said
teammate Danny Green. “I
was watching the play and
was like ‘Whoa! Did he just
try that?’ ”
On the bench, Tar Heels
coach Roy Williams could only
close his eyes and clasp both
hands behind his head.
“Stupid play,” Williams
said. “He had brain lock
trying to dunk that ball from
one top of the mountain to the
other top of the mountain 14
miles away.”
With a Final Four berth on
the line, North Carolina’s
leading scorer managed just
four shot attempts and tallied
only eight points Sunday.
Griffin, indisputably the
best player in all of college
basketball, outscored
Hansbrough by 15 and
outrebounded him by 10.
The Tar Heels’ third
leading scorer, Wayne
Ellington, scored but nine.
As a team, Carolina only
dialed its half of the
scoreboard up to 72, a full 18
points below its season
average.
Seems like this should be a
Tar Heels eulogy doesn’t it?
“If you had given me those
stats before the game, I’d
have thought it was going to
be a tough afternoon,”
Williams said.
But it wasn’t.
Far from it.
By night’s end, the Tar
Heels were headed back to
Chapel Hill with two FedEx
Forum nets and the

THE INSIDE STORY
The marquee matchup
everyone came to see Sunday
was the battle in the paint
between North Carolina’s Tyler
Hansbrough and Oklahoma’s
Blake Griffin. Here’s a look at
how that matchup played out:
Griffin
Hansbrough
Minutes......38.................26
FG-FGA......9-12..............2-4
FT-FTA.........5-8...............4-4
Points..........23.................8
Rebounds....16.................6
Steals...........0..................2
Assists..........1..................3
Blocks..........0..................0
Fouls............4...................2
championship trophy of the
South Regional packed in their
carry-on luggage.
They had not only beaten
second-seeded Oklahoma 72-60.
They had set a defensive trap
and giggled as the Sooners,
like some cartoon villains,
stumbled in and were quickly
corralled with no escape.
Carolina led for 38 minutes
and 5 seconds.
OU coach Jeff Capel
explained it this way: “It
came down to our inability to
make shots.”
Did it ever.
In the first half, the
Sooners shot 36.4 percent and,
for the game, missed 22 of
their 24 shots from outside the
lane.
“Like Coach said,” Taylor
Griffin echoed, “shots just
weren’t falling.”
It’s a little more
complicated than that. But
truthfully, not by much.
Williams, one of the most

underrated game-planners in
college basketball, devised a
simple yet brilliant strategy,
let his superstar-laden team
go to work and — Voila! —
the nation’s most explosive
offensive team turned in a
magnificent showcase of
defense.
The principles were simple.
Every time Oklahoma star
Blake Griffin touched the ball
in the post, he was to be
double-teamed. The Tar Heel
guarding the Sooner who
threw the entry pass was to
run right at Griffin while the
other three UNC players
rotated around to contest
Oklahoma’s jump shots.
“We wanted to stop Blake
Griffin and then make the rest
of their guys more shooters
than drivers,” UNC point
guard Ty Lawson said. “This
was about as simple of a
game-plan as we could have.”
Simple but effective.
The Sooners committed 16
turnovers, missed their first
15 3-point attempts and didn’t
make a shot from outside the
paint until 5:13 remained.
Griffin, clearly the most
dominant force in college
basketball, still managed 23
points and 16 rebounds.
“But it didn’t look like his
normal 23 and 16,” said
Carolina junior Deon
Thompson. “I think we really
made his life tougher today.”
Oklahoma’s 60 points were
a season low, 19 off its season
average. With Hansbrough and
Thompson and Ed Davis and
Tyler Zeller all taking turns
on Griffin, the Sooners looked
confused.
They looked to Griffin,
looked to Griffin, looked to
Griffin and when he couldn’t
get the ball, they grew
frustrated.

With 5:38 left before
halftime and the shot clock
about to expire, Tony Crocker
fired up a rushed 3-pointer
that missed badly. On the
Sooners’ next possession, they
never even got a shot off.
“To me,” UNC senior
Bobby Frasor said, “that
showed everybody how good
we can be defensively.”
That’s the splendor of this
Tar Heels team. Unlike
Oklahoma, they are far from
a one-man show.
Hansbrough’s not playing
well? No worries. Lawson will
deliver 19 points and eight
assists while Green adds 18
points and three rebounds.
The offense isn’t in
overdrive? No sweat.
On Sunday, facing perhaps
the most difficult defensive
task of the entire season, the
Tar Heels turned in perhaps
their most impressive
defensive performance,
executing Oklahoma to death
with some straightforward
strategy from their coach
“I don’t know that that’s
the best defensive
performance we had all
season,” Thompson said. “But
we definitely took what was
given to us by the coaches.
And I think that’s probably
the best we’ve done at taking
a game plan and following
through with it.”
Talented. Attentive.
Teachable.
That’s why Carolina is
headed for the Final Four for
the 18th time and Williams is
headed there for the fifth time
since 2002.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.

By Michael Marot
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Michigan
State is marching on to Motown.
The Spartans gave the Final
Four a hometown feel, stopping
overall No. 1 seed Louisville 6452 Sunday to win the Midwest
Regional.
Goran Suton had 19 points
and 10 rebounds as the secondseeded Spartans (30-6) reached
their fifth Final Four in 11
years — the
most trips of
any team in
the nation during that span.
Only
90
miles
from
their campus
in East Lans- Izzo
ing, the Spartans will play Connecticut on
Saturday at Ford Field in Detroit. A crowd of 72,000, the
largest ever for college basketball’s signature event, is expected for each game.
“Detroit, here we come,” said
coach Tom Izzo, a Michigan native. “I can’t tell you how much
I’m looking forward to that.”
The Spartans made it 30
years after Magic Johnson led
them to a national title over
Larry Bird and Indiana State.
“Detroit needs something,
Michigan needs something to
feel good about,” said Johnson,
who was at the game. “And right
now, the whole state is feeling
good about this Michigan State
team.”
Along with advancing, the
Spartans prevented a Big East
blitz in the Final Four —
Louisville (31-6) was trying to
become the third school from
the power-packed conference to
make it.
The Cardinals scored 103
points in overwhelming Arizona
in the regional semifinal, but
barely reached half that total
against a rugged, defensiveminded squad. Earl Clark
scored 19 points, but coach Rick
Pitino’s team played without the
precision or passion it had Friday night.
Louisville lost for the first
time in 14 games. It was the second straight year they were
eliminated from the NCAA tournament in the regional final.
Suton carried the Spartans
early, scoring 17 points in the
first half, and Durrell Summers
delivered 10 second-half points.
“They prepared so well the
past day and a half,” Izzo said.
“I didn’t know if we could beat
them but I thought we had a
chance.”

WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT

UConn express keeps going with 77-53 win over Cal
The Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J.— All season long
Connecticut has been on cruise control,
dominating opponents with double-digit
victory margins.
Sunday was no different; it just took
awhile.
When the Huskies found themselves
down eight points — their biggest
deficit of the year — they didn’t panic.
Instead, they turned up the defense,
forced turnovers and outscored the
Bears during a crucial stretch to advance to their 14th regional final in the

last 16 seasons.
Freshman Tiffany Hayes scored a
career-high 28 points as the undefeated
Huskies beat fourth-seeded California
77-53.
The Huskies will face Arizona State
on Tuesday night with a trip to the Final Four at stake.
“As time went on the true character
of this team came out,” UConn coach
Geno Auriemma said. “I love the way
we handled the game in the second
half.”
Ashley Walker scored 21 to lead Cal-

ifornia (27-7), which was making its
first trip to the regionals after blowing
out Fresno State and Virginia in the
first two rounds.
% Arizona State 84, Texas A&M 69
— In Trenton, N.J., The expected defensive battle turned into a shootout,
and Arizona State had a little too much
for Texas A&M.
The Sun Devils played a near perfect game in upsetting the second-seeded Aggies, advancing to the second regional final in school history.
Arizona State (26-8) shot a season-

high 62 percent, got points from nine
players, including 22 by Briann January, and did all the little things, winning the hustle plays, making the smart
plays and even frustrating its opponents with four or five baskets at the
shot clock.
They’ll face top-seeded Connecticut
(36-0) on Tuesday night for a trip to the
Final Four.
% Purdue 67, Rutgers 61 — In Oklahoma City, Lakisha Freeman scored
18 points, and sixth-seeded Purdue held
off a late rally to beat Rutgers to reach

the round of eight in the NCAA tournament.
FahKara Malone hit a key basket in
the final minute and Jodi Howell added
the clinching free throws with 6.2 seconds left for Purdue (25-10), which became the second No. 6 seed this year to
reach the round of eight, joining Arizona State.
Purdue, which shot 52.9 percent
from the field, will make its eighth appearance in a regional final. The Boilermakers reached three Final Fours,
winning the 1999 national title.

