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The Fayetteville Guard open their season today in South Carolina. Page 8C
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I C E B E A R S 6 , F I R E A N T Z 2

Loss to Ice Bears keeps Antz’s playoff hopes in limbo
By Al Myatt
Correspondent

The Fayetteville FireAntz could fin-
ish third, fourth or out of the Southern
Professional Hockey League playoffs
in fifth place depending on what hap-
pens tonight.

The FireAntz must regroup quickly
from a 6-2 loss at the Crown Coliseum
on Friday night for a game in Winston-

Salem tonight against the Twin City Cy-
clones.

A FireAntz win, overtime loss or
shootout loss would get Fayetteville in-
to the SPHL playoffs.

If Fayetteville (29-25-5, 63 points),
currently in fourth, loses to the last-
place Cyclones and Richmond (29-27-3)
wins at home tonight against the
league-leading Ice Bears, the Rene-
gades would climb over the Antz into

fourth place and the season would be
over for coach Tommy Stewart’s
club.

The tiebreaker in that scenario
would be Richmond’s one additional
regular-season win. Head-to-head com-
petition is not the first tiebreaking cri-
teria in the SPHL, according to Stew-
art.

“All we need tomorrow is a point
and we’re in,” Stewart said.

A win has a value of two points. An
overtime or shootout loss is worth one
point in the team standings.

“We’ve been given a second life here
and we’ve got to take advantage of it,”
said the FireAntz coach.

Stewart was referring to Twin City’s
5-3 win over Richmond on Friday night
that continued the FireAntz’s two-point
buffer over the Renegades and a 4-3
Columbus win over Huntsville that kept

alive the possibility that Fayetteville
could finish as high as third.

That would happen if Columbus
beats Huntsville (29-24-6, 64 points)
again tonight and Fayetteville wins at
Twin City.

First and foremost, Stewart said his
club needs to focus forward and not
dwell on a one-sided loss to the defend-

N C A A T O U R N A M E N T

SECOND THOUGHTS
ON THE WEB

Tar Heels’ fate rests
on Lawson’s whim

NO. 1 UNC VS. NO. 8 LSU
TODAY, GREENSBORO, 5:45 P.M., CBS

NO. 2 DUKE VS. NO. 7 TEXAS
TODAY, GREENSBORO, 8:15 P.M., CBS

Blue Devils face big
challenge in Pittman

GREENSBORO — Maybe
you’re one of those true blue
North Carolina Tar Heel fans
who sits for 347 days a year
just waiting for the 18-day
party that is the NCAA
tournament.

Maybe you shirk certain
responsibilities at your day
job to check in on the latest
gossip and chitchat on UNC
message boards.

Maybe you’ve spent a
hundred dollars or so just to
see the Tar Heels play in
person this weekend at the

Greensboro Coliseum.
And maybe your blood is

pumping just a little faster
right now because it’s game
day and Carolina is just a win
away from the Sweet 16.

By Sammy Batten
Staff writer

GREENSBORO — When Duke
coach Mike Krzyzewski was an
assistant with the USA Olympic
basketball team back in 1992, he
asked forward Charles Barkley
during practice one day why he
didn’t block out while rebound-
ing.

“He says, ‘I don’t have to
block out. I have my space,’ ”
Krzyzewski said. “Well, I never
was with a guy who had his
space.’’

Krzyzewski was referring to

Barkley’s girth. The NBA Hall
of Famer stood only 6-foot-4,
but weighed in at a thick 252
pounds.

Today, Krzyzewski’s Duke
squad will face a similar body
type in the second round of the
NCAA tournament when it faces
Texas at the Greensboro Colise-
um.

The Longhorns feature 6-
foot-10, 298-pound center Dex-
ter Pittman, who has emerged
as a major force in postseason
play in his junior season.

INSIDE

DAN
WIEDERER

See WIEDERER, Page 5C See DEVILS, Page 4C

INSIDE
% Everything you
need to know about
today’s UNC-LSU
game and
Duke-Texas game.
What are their keys
to the win? Also, a
closer look at the
opposition,
Pages 4-5C

North Carolina, Duke prepare for Round Two
Follow the action
% Observer staff
writers Dan Wiederer
and Sammy Batten
will be blogging from
Greensboro. To join in,
please head to
acc.fayobserver.com

Need a laugh?
% To watch Observer
graphic designer
Mariano Santillan’s
original cartoon ‘On
the Air with Coach
Roy,’ a comedic take
on Roy Williams’ radio
show, please visit
fayobserver.com

% Midwest Regional:
Nic Wise scores 29
points and No. 12
Arizona knocks off
Utah, Page 6C
% West Regional:
Lazar Hayward scores
26 points to lead
Marquette over Utah
State, Page 6C
% East Regional:
No. 1-seed Pittsburgh
is sloppy, but pulls
out the win, Page 7C
% South Regional:
Arizona State holds
off Temple, Page 7C

RESULTS
EAST REGIONAL

% Xavier 77, Portland
State 59
% Oklahoma State 77,
Tennessee 75
% Pitt 72, ETSU 62
% Wisconsin 61,
Florida St 59, OT

SOUTH REGIONAL
% Syracuse 59,
Stephen F. Austin 44
% Arizona State 66,
Temple 57
MIDWEST REGIONAL
% Louisville 74,
Morehead State 54
% Arizona 84, Utah 71
% Cleveland State 84,
Wake Forest 69
% Kansas 84, North
Dakota State 74
% Dayton 68, WVU 60
% Southern Cal 72,
Boston College 55
% Michigan State 77,
Robert Morris 62
% Siena 74, Ohio
State 72, 2OTs

WEST REGIONAL
% Marquette 58, Utah
State 57
%Missouri 78, Cornell 59

See FIREANTZ, Page 3C

C L E V E L A N D S T . 8 4 , W A K E F O R E S T 6 9

Cleveland
State

associate
head coach
Jayson Gee,
left, cheers

for his team
during the

second half
against Wake

Forest.
AP photo

Cleveland State shocks Wake
By Steven Wine
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Some 23 years later,
Cleveland State still has a knack
for first-round shockers in the
NCAA tournament.

The Vikings raced to an early
17-point lead Friday night and
stunned one-time top-ranked
Wake Forest 84-69. The win was

reminiscent of Cleveland State’s
only other appearance in the tour-
nament in 1986, when it upset In-
diana and Bob Knight in the open-
ing round.

The Vikings (26-10) were seed-
ed 14th then; they’re 13th in the
Midwest region this year. On Sun-
day, they’ll play No. 12 Arizona
(20-13), which beat Utah 84-71.

No. 4-seeded Wake Forest (24-
7) lost in its first tournament
game since 2005. The Demon
Deacons won their first 16 games
and were No. 1 for a week in Jan-
uary, but they lost their final two
games of the season.

Sputtering offense again
plagued the Demon Deacons, as it
did when they were beaten by

Maryland last week in the quar-
terfinals of the Atlantic Coast
Conference tournament. They
committed 18 turnovers to six by
Cleveland State, which held Wake
Forest well below its scoring av-
erage of 81 points per game.

Demon Deacons season scor-
ing leader Jeff Teague was shut

See WAKE, Page 6C
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THREE CAROLINA KEYS

NORTH CAROLINA GAME DAY
NCAA tournament second round

Today, at Greensboro vs. LSU, 5:45 p.m.

TV: CBS

THREE CAROLINA KEYS

DAN’S TAKE

A CLOSER LOOK
AT LSU

THE OTHER HALF

NO. 12 WESTERN KENTUCKY VS. NO. 4 GONZAGA
The winner of the W. Kentucky-Gonzaga game will play the UNC-LSU winner next Friday in Memphis, Tenn.

GAME NOTES

BLOCK PARTY
Led by 6-foot-11 center Chris Johnson, LSU averages 6.1 blocked shots

per game, seventh best in the country.

DO THE MATH
Since the NCAA tournament field expanded

to 64 teams in 1985, No. 1 seeds have lost
only 12 second-round games in 96 tries. Either
Roy Williams or North Carolina have been the
victims of four of those losses.

STRONG DEFENSE
Facing questions about its defense all season,

Carolina held Radford to 27.5 percent shooting in
the first round, their second best defensive
performance of the season. UNC-Asheville shot just
26.5 percent against the Tar Heels in December.

HOW THEY
GOT HERE

The Tigers were the regular
season champions of the SEC
but came into this tournament
with three losses in their
previous four games. Shooting
49.1 percent in the first round
Thursday, LSU slipped past Butler
75-71.

STAR PLAYER
Senior guard Marcus Thornton,

below, made 10 of 15 shots
Thursday and scored a game-

high 30 points in
the Tigers’ Round
1 triumph. It
was Thornton’s
seventh game
this season with

at least 30
points. (By

comparison, UNC’s Tyler
Hansbrough only has two such
games.) Thornton, a reliable
long-range shooter, has become
much more assertive this season
at getting into the lane and
finishing in traffic. The SEC Player
of the Year is averaging 21.0
points per game but has made
more than 70 percent of his
field goals from inside the 3-
point arc. Long story short: the
athletic 6-foot-4 guard isn’t
afraid to pull the trigger from
anywhere on the floor.

WHAT THEY DO BEST
The Tigers have one of the

country’s most tenacious
defenders in senior guard Garrett
Temple, below. As a freshman in

2006, Temple was
responsible for
ending J.J.
Redick’s career
in a Sweet 16

game in Atlanta,
harassing the Duke

All-American into a 3-for-18
shooting night. The SEC
Defensive Player of the Year will
likely apply his lockdown skills
today against North Carolina’s
Wayne Ellington, who scored 25
points in the Tar Heels’ first-
round victory.

Offensively, LSU also thrives
when Temple makes good
decisions and the Tigers move
the ball to open shooters. LSU
has shot 46.6 percent from the
floor in its 27 wins this season
but just 37.6 percent in its
seven losses. As for what tempo
the Tigers will play today?
Temple, Mitchell and Thornton all
declared that they were likely to
slow the pace against UNC. But
LSU coach Trent Johnson may
have other ideas.

“We’re going to come out and
we’re going to run like hell,”
Johnson said.

AP photo

North Carolina forward Ed Davis, right, shoots around Virginia Tech’s Cheick Diakite during
the ACC tournament quarterfinals. Davis scored a career-high 15 points in a 101-58 win
over Radford in the Heels’ NCAA tournament opener Thursday.

TOURNEY TALK

MAKE TY LAWSON PLAY
Lawson still has pain in the big toe on his

right foot. But his biggest hurdle now seems
to be more mental than physical. With the
NCAA tournament stakes rising, the Tar Heels
need him on the floor as soon as possible.

KEEP MARCUS THORNTON
OUT OF THE LANE

The SEC’s leading scorer can get hot at a
moment’s notice. And as we’ve seen all
season, Carolina can allow dynamic guards to
get hot too easily. Can Thornton join Tyrese
Rice, Jeff Teague, Greivis Vasquez and Toney
Douglas in the club of electric playmakers
good enough to topple the Tar Heels?

GO DEEP
Depth may be a major advantage for UNC.

Thanks to a career-high 15 points from
freshman Ed Davis on Thursday, North
Carolina’s reserves outscored Radford 26-5.
LSU, meanwhile, only scored five bench
points itself in a win over Butler, all coming
from senior guard Terry Martin.

Expect Ty Lawson to play some this evening. But
don’t expect him to be the ACC Player of the Year.
Just as a sprained left ankle did a year ago, this
toe injury is likely to make Lawson hesitant off the
dribble until further notice.

If this game were anywhere outside of North
Carolina, LSU might just have enough firepower to

pull the upset. But the Greensboro Coliseum will
provide the Tar Heels with a beneficial home-court
advantage that they will use to ride into the Sweet
16.

— ACC basketball writer Dan Wiederer’s pick:
North Carolina 86, LSU 75

WESTERN KENTUCKY (25-8)
The 12th-seeded Hilltoppers pulled a mild upset

on No. 5 Illinois on Thursday, winning 76-72 in
Portland. It was the second straight year that
Western Kentucky had pulled a 12-over-5 upset.
Now the Hilltoppers, who let Illinois trim a 17-point
lead down to two in the final seconds, will look to
reach the Sweet 16 for the second straight year.
A.J. Slaughter is the team’s leading scorer (15.8
ppg).

GONZAGA (27-5)
The Bulldogs outscored Akron 34-15 over the

final 15 minutes Thursday to score a 77-64 win
and reach the second round of the NCAA
tournament for the first time since Adam Morrison
was on campus. Senior Josh Heytvelt scored 22
points and Micah Downs added 15 points in
Thursday’s win. Gonzaga now has a 19-1 record
since New Year’s Day.

‘Kids use the term loosely about
being real. Well, Garrett Temple
is real. There’s not a phony or
false bone in his body. So his
leadership on and off the floor
is very genuine and it’s been very good for

us.’
LSU coach Trent Johnson

‘I’ve never seen a building beat
me yet, never seen the crowd
win the game for me yet. It’s

going to be the players playing
the game.’
North Carolina coach Roy Williams,

on playing in front of a pro-Tar Heels crowd in Greensboro

Heels

But before this NCAA
tournament trek goes any
further, let’s pull over to a rest
stop and talk for a moment.

It is my obligation to warn
you that your hopes, your
dreams, your daily mood for
the next two-and-a-half weeks
hinge almost entirely upon the
temperament of a goofy 21-
year-old scamp who still can’t
decide just how sore the big
toe on his right foot really is.

Seriously.
When you stop and think

about the gravity of this Ty
Lawson situation, it’s surreal.
Hundreds of thousands of UNC
fans have been anticipating this
bracket parade for the better
part of 11 months, certain
these Tar Heels are good
enough to win the program’s
fifth NCAA championship.

Yet Lawson — speedy and
dynamic on the court, playful
and lovable off of it — still
can’t figure out how big of a
role he wants to play.

And if you spent even 10
minutes around the Tar Heels
on Friday afternoon, you could
tell the uncertainty is
beginning to get a little
irksome.

Toe zone
When the locker room

opened to reporters at the
Greensboro Coliseum, here was
the scene.

Lawson, wearing a pair of
black-rimmed designer glasses,
was sitting on a training table
with trainer Chris Hirth
treating and taping his jammed
big toe. Three feet away, no
fewer than 29 reporters stood
staring as if the locker room
was the Louvre and Lawson’s
toe was the Venus de Milo.

Tucked into a stall in the
corner, UNC junior Deon
Thompson laughed at the soap
opera.

“This is sort of funny,” he
said. “That’s probably the most
watched toe ever in the history
of the world. It’s an important
toe I guess.”

Thompson was decidedly
more jovial on the matter than
Tyler Hansbrough, who
appeared as if he’d rather
transfer to Duke than talk any
more about Lawson’s sore
digit.

“You guys are putting too
much emphasis on one toe,”
Hansbrough said. “I mean
we’ve been playing without Ty
for a long time. And it seems
like every day you guys want
to have a toe update. I’m not
really sure what I can say.
Things aren’t much different
today than they were
yesterday.”

Past tense
Well actually, things are a

little different. Carolina’s
second-round opponent, LSU,
was the champion of the SEC
and will come to the floor this
evening with far more
ammunition to fire at the Tar
Heels than Radford had.

Against the Highlanders,
Lawson sat on the bench and
UNC still rung up 101 points
and won by 43. If Lawson can’t
play against the Tigers, we
may be looking at a full
evening of anxious CBS look-
ins, curious as to whether the
Heels will be the first No. 1
seed to exit this tournament.

That’s how delicate this
whole situation is.

And with coach Roy
Williams stamping the “game-
time decision” tag on his star
point guard, the worry won’t
let up until Lawson is on the
floor and jetting from end to
end the way he did for UNC’s
first 30 games.

As someone with a pulse on
the Tar Heels’ locker room, I’ll
tell you this. The challenge
facing Lawson right now is far
more mental than it is
physical.

After going through pre-
game warm-ups Thursday,
Lawson said he felt good but
there was still a tinge of
soreness in his toe when he
tried to push off.

The whispers inside the
locker room have tried to
convince Lawson that at 75
percent he’s still better than
most point guards in the
country. But it was not a
comforting sign when after the
Round 1 defeat of Radford, he
came back to the locker room
and told at least one member
of the Tar Heels, “I think I
probably could have played
today.”

That’s just Lawson. One
second, he’ll tell you he is 100
percent ready to go. The next
second he’ll get an itch in his
calf and the warning alarms
are blaring again.

“It’s pretty crazy,” senior
Bobby Frasor said. “I don’t
know that he loves (the
attention). But he’ll just say
whatever. No one ever really
knows what’s going on besides
him.”

Split personality
The Tar Heels have learned

to live with this dynamic over
the last three years,
understanding Lawson spends
much of his time in his own
little universe. That’s why
Hansbrough prodded the All-
American guard about his new
spectacles.

“He doesn’t even need to
wear them,” Hansbrough said.

So they weren’t prescription
glasses?

“No, man,” Lawson said.
“They’re my personality
glasses.”

Fortunately for Lawson,
personality goes a long way in
life. Unfortunately, in the
NCAA tournament, toughness
goes a lot further.

From Page 1C

HANSBROUGH
COMING TO TOWN

Former national player of
the year Tyler Hansbrough of
North Carolina and Duke’s
Greg Paulus will be among
the players in the Carolina
Barnstorming Tour that will
visit Fayetteville on April 22.

The charity basketball
game will take place in the
Crown Arena at 7:30 p.m.

Other players who have
committed to participating
include Hansbrough’s Tar
Heel teammates Danny
Green and Bobby Frasor.

An autograph session will
take place from 6:30 until 7
p.m. In addition to the game
itself, there will be 3-point
and dunk contests.

Tickets are on sale at all
Fayetteville high schools, the
Crown Center box office and
Ticketmaster.com for $10 in
advance, then $12.50 at the
door.


