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UNC COACHING
SEARCH

Davis
deal not
done yet

Playoff
pairings
released

By Sammy Batten

! A rematch between
South View and Jack
Britt highlights the
first-round games.

Staff writer

Although no one is ready to
call it a done deal, negotiations
over the past week have put
Butch Davis on the threshold of
becoming North Carolina’s next
head football coach.
Numerous regional and national media outlets reported Friday evening that UNC and Davis
had agreed to terms that will
bring the 54-year-old to Chapel
Hill in 2007 as the replacement
for John Bunting. The school announced last month it wouldn’t
retain Bunting beyond his sixth
season, which ends at Duke on
Nov. 25.
A coaching
source
with
knowledge of
the UNC search
said Saturday
that Davis is
“the
guy
they’re going
after.’’
But there
Davis
was no confirI N S I D E mation by either side Satur% UNC loses day that any
contracts have
at Notre
Dame 45-26, been signed, or
that
the
Page 5C
school’s Board
of
Trustees
have approved any deal.
Neither Davis nor his agent,
Marvin Demoff, could be
reached for comment Saturday.
North Carolina athletic director
Dick Baddour was in South
Bend, Ind., where the 1-8 Tar
Heels lost 45-26 to Notre Dame.
Baddour was involved with the
Davis talks Friday and didn’t depart for South Bend until Saturday morning, according to a
UNC athletic source. The source
also said official discussions between the parties began Tuesday.
When approached by reporters about 45 minutes prior
to kickoff at Notre Dame Stadium, Baddour declined to discuss
the coaching search.
“No, I’m going to stay clear,’’
Baddour said. “We’re playing
Notre Dame in a great football
game today, and that’s what I
want to focus on. I hope you all
appreciate that and understand
that.’’
When asked if he’d like to
have a coach who could create
a football tradition at North
Carolina like Notre Dame’s,
Baddour said, “I think this is a
special place, and I’m glad our
kids get an opportunity to play
here. And I think it’s going to be
a great football game.’’
Davis is the No. 1 free agent
coach on what is expected to be
a busy market after the 2006
season. Already UNC and Michi-

By Earl Vaughan Jr.

Scholastic sports editor

Staff photo by Mike Spencer

N.C. State men’s basketball coach Sidney Lowe, left, high-fives Brandon Costner before the start of the
Red-White basketball game at Reynolds Coliseum on Oct. 25.

CURTAIN’S UP

ThisSeries
This is the first of a
three-part series
examining the
unique challenges
facing Wolfpack
men’s basketball.
Here’s a look at
what’s ahead:

MONDAY

Why Sidney Lowe
must learn from his
predecessors the
value of personality.

TUESDAY

What N.C. State fans
are really after and
why their goals are
often critcized.

Inside

% A look at recruits
who could have an
impact on the
direction of State’s
future, Page 12C
% The Wolfpack
coaching tree,

Page 12C

% Players finding
stability after a
tulmultuous
coaching search,

Page 13C

% Lowe could learn
a lot from Gary
Williams’ tenure at
Mar yland,

Page 13C

Through an offseason of dramatic
twists, N.C. State found an eager,
if unproven, coach to take the lead.
Just ahead, the first act ...

By Dan Wiederer
and Brett Friedlander

S
Staff writers

idney Lowe’s
exhilaration
resonates with
every step he takes
along the Reynolds
Coliseum sideline.
Sure it’s only a
preseason
intrasquad scrimmage. But
there’s something in the
building that unearths Lowe’s
pride, his memories, his
anticipation.
Try to erase the smile
from his face. It would be
Staff photo by Mike Spencer
easier to wipe graffiti off an
N.C. State players run onto the court for the
overpass with a wet Kleenex.
Red-White game. The addition of Sidney Lowe as
For the moment, Lowe
coach has given a boost to fans’ enthusiam for the
radiates the giddiness of a
program.
man who woke up one day in
May and suddenly found
“How can I not be excited?”
himself living his dream, wearing a shiny
Whether such unbridled enthusiasm can
red N.C. State tie and standing at the lectern
as the new coach of the program he led to a endure remains to be seen. N.C. State’s
season tips off Friday at the RBC Center,
national championship 23 years ago.
where a victory over Wofford seems likely.
A thin roster and the extreme
Beyond that, uncertainty has engulfed the
expectations that exist on Tobacco Road
program.
have yet to deter the 46-year-old Lowe.
“I’m the basketball coach at N.C. State
See STATE, Page 12C
University,” he said.

See PAIRINGS, Page 4C

See DAVIS, Page 5C

Inside

% TECH TOPS PACK:
Late surge lifts
Jackets past N.C.
State, Page 5C
% ECU ROLLS: The
Pirates handle
Central Florida
23-10, Page 4C
% BRONCOS CLOSE
STRONG: FSU wins its
season finale against
Livingstone, Page 4C
% MONARCH
MISTAKES: Methodist
suffers a 17-14
homecoming game
loss to Greensboro,
Page 4C

Seven of Cumberland County’s 10 public senior high
schools earned berths in the
N.C. High School Athletic Association state football playoffs.
But they could be sending
each other home.
South View will travel to
Jack Britt in the first round of
the 4-AA playoffs Friday. If
Terry Sanford and Pine Forest,
co-champions of the Two Rivers
4-A Conference, survive the first
round of the 4-A bracket, they’ll
meet again at Terry Sanford in
a second-round contest.
“That was a game that could
have gone either way,’’ South
View’s Randy
I N S I D E Ledford said
% A complete of his team’s
13-12 win at
look at the
Britt earlier
pairings
this season.
South View
involving area
comes
into
teams,
Friday’s game
Page 4C
after an open
date, beating
E.E. Smith in its final regular
season game last Monday. “We
played well on both sides of the
ball,’’ Ledford said. “We’ve got
to play two full halves now. You
can’t play a half against people
in the state playoffs.’’
Britt’s Richard Bailey said
he’s not excited about having to
play South View again, but felt
the Buccaneers are a lot different than they were in the first
meeting.
“We’ve made changes in our
secondary and Brice Jordan has
become a much better quarterback,’’ Bailey said. “That was
his first start. It’s always a big
game when South View and us
play each other.’’
Also in the 4-AA playoffs is
Seventy-First. The Falcons lost
a draw with Scotland and Britt
and wound up in fourth place in
the Mid-Southeastern 4-A conference. They will travel to
Southeast Raleigh. A decision is
pending Monday on whether or
not Seventy-First will get 14
suspended starters back for
their first-round playoff game.
The players missed Friday’s win
over Hoke County.
In the 4-A playoffs, Terry
Sanford is the top-seeded region
team at No. 3.
The Bulldogs host SmithfieldSelma on Friday. Pine Forest,
the No. 2 seed from the Two
Rivers and No. 6 in the East, is
home to Southern Durham.
E.E. Smith became playoff

WAKE FOREST 21, BOSTON COLLEGE 14

Great eight for Deacons
! Wake Forest moves
to 8-1 for the first time
since 1944 by holding
off Boston College.
By Sammy Batten
Staff writer

WINSTON-SALEM — An uncle
in Miami sent Wake Forest
linebacker Jon Abbate a text
message early Saturday informing him about a local newspaper
column in which the writer referred to the Demon Deacons as
“Cake Forest.’’
“He was taking Boston Col-

lege over us by 21 points,’’ Abbate said. “Hopefully, we showed
him today we’re not Cake Forest.’’
Long regarded as a weak sister in the powerful Atlantic Coast
Conference, Wake Forest produced the most convincing evidence that its sudden rise this
season is no fluke by defeating
16th-ranked Boston College 2114.
A jubilant Groves Stadium
crowd of 32,633 swarmed the
field and engulfed the Demon
Deacons and their coaches seconds after Patrick Ghee’s endzone interception with 57 seconds
to play sealed the win and Wake’s

first 8-1 start since 1944.
The Demon Deacons also
share first place in the ACC’s Atlantic Division with Maryland at
4-1 with three games to play in
the regular season.
“I guess it’s time for us to
dream a little bit,’’ said Wake
Forest coach Jim Grobe, who’s
program has rebounded from
back-to-back losing seasons to
challenge for its first ACC crown
since 1970.
Boston College (7-2, 3-2) outgained Wake Forest in total
yards, but two interceptions and
a fumble offset the Eagles advantage. Both interceptions came as

See WAKE FOREST, Page 5C

AP photo

Wake Forest’s Patrick Ghee, right, intercepts a pass
intended for Boston College’s Kevin Challenger, left, in the
end zone in the final minutes of the Deacons’ win Saturday.
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TheNine

With national
signing day just three
days away, Sidney
Lowe’s first recruiting
class may be the
crop that establishes
the tone for his
tenure as the
Wolfpack’s coach.
Looking at the
classes of 2007 and
2008, here are nine
players who could
have an impact on
the direction of
State’s future.

COMMITTED

J.J. Hickson, power forward (6-9, 220)
Lowe’s first big score on the recruiting trail,
Hickson is a top 25 talent in this year’s
senior class, an athletic inside force who will
make an impact at State from Day 1.
Johnny Thomas, small forward (6-5, 210)
The first player to commit to Lowe, Thomas
is a solid role player with a good upside. The
Greensboro Day product needs to develop his
perimeter skills if he is to become a
difference-maker.
Julius Mays, point guard (6-1, 170)
Currently a junior at Marion High in
Indiana, Mays is a scoring point guard with
the quickness and savvy to run State’s uptempo offense. He immediately clicked with
Lowe and became State’s first commitment in
the ‘08 class.

IN THE MIX

Tracy Smith, power forward (6-7, 235)
A top 50 talent playing at Mt. Zion in Durham, Smith could
become a great complement to Hickson inside. The Wolfpack
will have to outbattle LSU and Oklahoma State down the stretch
to land him.
Mike Scott, power forward (6-7, 205)
Currently at Hargrave Military Academy, Scott’s stock is rising
fast. His athleticism and face-up game would be a nice
consolation prize if things with Smith don’t pan out.
Jeff Brooks, combo forward (6-8, 190)
A sleek offensive talent with loads of potential, Brooks blew
up on the summer circuit, winning MVP honors at the Blue Chip
and Five Star camps. State has an outside chance at landing
Brooks, but is by no means a front-runner.
Rico Pickett, point guard (6-3, 185)
Once Pickett reneged on his oral commitment to Alabama,
State swooped into the picture looking to make a serious play
for a speedy, scoring guard who could add gas to the offense.

HIDDEN GEMS

Andre Cornelius, point guard (5-9, 175)
The undersized point guard from Statesville has been
under the radar and the Pack might be wise to get in as
early as possible. Recruiting analyst Brick Oettinger says
Cornelius has ACC-type talent and compares favorably with
current Kansas freshman Sherron Collins, a McDonald’s AllAmerican.

Williams

C.J. Williams, small forward (6-4, 200)
A junior at Jack Britt High School,
Williams has been impressed with the
Wolfpack staff and could pledge a
commitment to State later this month. The
Buccaneers forward has the versatility to
showcase his strength around the basket but
also the jumpshot and ball-handling skills to
be a matchup problem as a wing forward.

State: Sidney Lowe brings enthusiasm to N.C. State, but positive results may not be immediate
From Page 1C
At a pivotal point in the
history of N.C. State basketball,
a new coach has provided a
fresh beginning, injecting
renewed optimism into the
program. Yet the ultimate
dreams of the Wolfpack again
chasing down a national title
may soon be interrupted by an
unstable reality.
No one knows yet whether
Lowe can recruit at a level
high enough to consistently
compete in the ACC. No one
knows whether a passionate
fan base will remain patient as
the gap between the Wolfpack
and rivals Duke and North
Carolina inevitably widens.
So as State prepares for
what could be its worst season
in the last decade, the stakes
of gambling on an engaging yet
green coach without a day of
college coaching experience
have become obvious.
“It’s inevitable that State is
about to take a step back,”
said ACC historian Barry
Jacobs. “The question now is,
‘How long will it take to
recover?’ And under the
circumstances where you have
Roy Williams and Mike
Krzyzewski, Hall of Fame
coaches up the road who just
brought in wonderful recruiting
classes, the challenge at N.C.
State may never have been
bigger.”
Even Lowe admits his grand
vision of one day leading State
back to the Final Four is
clouded by mountains of dayto-day challenges.
“I can’t think past this
year,” he said. “I can’t think
past this month. Everything is
too new. It’s hard to set a
timetable for success when you
don’t know exactly where you
are. And it’s not until the lights
come on and we get into that
battle that I’ll know what we
have.”
% % %
What Lowe has this season
are low expectations, a team
picked by the media to finish
last in the ACC with a roster
decimated by attrition. Starters
Ilian Evtimov, Cam
Bennerman and Tony Bethel
graduated from last year’s 22win squad; big men Cedric
Simmons (lost to the NBA) and
Andrew Brackman (focusing on
baseball) are no longer with
the program; and recruits
Larry Davis and Dan Werner
reneged on their commitments
to State after Lowe’s May
hiring, now playing at Seton
Hall and Florida, respectively.
Those factors have given the
Wolfpack a steep climb simply
to return to the level of play
that has allowed it to reach the
past five NCAA tournaments.
“We don’t have a team like
we’ve had the last couple
years,” said junior forward
Gavin Grant. “That’s clear as
day. So now it’s a matter of
how patient everyone wants to
be.”
Patience has emerged as the
operative word in Raleigh.
Understanding the roster Lowe
inherits coupled with his
complete lack of college
experience, State fans have
granted their new coach a pass
for this season, if not a year or
two beyond.
“You have to let things play
out until Sidney has a team
that’s full of guys he
recruited,” said Caleb Batts,
the vice president of the
Student Wolfpack Club. “That’s
the only way it’s fair to
evaluate; give things four or
five years, let Sidney get
settled and get his players in
and then see what he can do.”
Even Lowe’s boss, athletic
director Lee Fowler, has opted
for the patient approach,
tacking a sixth year onto
Lowe’s initial contract to

MEASURING UP?

N.C. State has a long way to go to reach its goal of matching the perennial success of rivals
North Carolina and Duke. But where does the Wolfpack stand in relation to the rest of the ACC?
Here’s a look at the balance of power in the conference over the past five and 15 seasons.
THE LAST 5 SEASONS

School
Avg. wins NCAA wins Final Fours
Duke
29.4
12
1
Boston College 23.2
4
0
Maryland
22.2
9
1
Wake Forest
22.2
5
0
N.C. State
21.0
5
0
North Carolina
20.4
8
1
Georgia Tech
18.0
6
1
Miami
16.6
0
0
Virginia
16.0
0
0
Florida State
15.4
0
0
Clemson
15.0
0
0
Virginia Tech
13.4
0
0

THE LAST 15 SEASONS

School
Avg. wins NCAA wins Final Fours
Duke
28.1
41
5
North Carolina
24.7
35
6
Wake Forest
21.3
14
0
Maryland
21.2
22
2
Boston College 18.9
10
0
Georgia Tech
17.5
10
1
Virginia
17.2
6
0
N.C. State
16.6
5
0
Clemson
16.0
2
0
Florida State
15.6
6
0
Miami
15.6
3
0
Virginia Tech
15.0
1
0
Staff graphic by Mariano Santillan

provide him added stability
during what promises to be a
period of purgatory.
The silver lining for State
comes in the form of five
straight NCAA tournament
appearances, which have
provided Lowe a solid
foundation on which to build.
Les Robinson, who coached
the Wolfpack from 1990-96,
says that while the program
may have bottomed out in
1992-93 — “On a scale of 1-10
we probably fell to a 2” —
Herb Sendek revived things to
“about an 8 or an 8.5” by
winning 105 games over his
final five seasons. That’s the
same win total Jim Valvano
compiled over his last five
years.

“Things aren’t back to
where they were in the ’70s or
the ’80s,” Robinson said. “But
right now the program is at
the best level it’s been at in
many, many years. I think that
gets lost sometimes.”
Such success is easily lost in
a blood-thirsty neighborhood
where national powers Duke
and UNC have set unparalleled
standards for sustaining
excellence. Since 1990, the Blue
Devils and Tar Heels have
combined to average 27 wins
per season, made 14 Final
Fours and won five national
championships.
That’s State’s inevitable
measuring stick. Combine that
with the Wolfpack’s own
glorious past — four ACC

championships under Everett
Case in the 1950s and national
titles in 1974 and 1983 — and
the challenge facing Lowe and
his staff proves monumental.
“It’s not very often a
program establishes itself at
the highest level of excellence
and stays there,” Jacobs said.
“But Everett Case did it at
N.C. State. Dean Smith did it.
Krzyzewski did it. So the
problem is we live in an area
where it’s been done an
inordinate amount and so we’re
spoiled to the point where the
standards have become
unrealistic.”
% % %
UNC-Asheville coach Eddie
Biedenbach, an assistant at
State during the 1974 title run,

believes national brilliance can
only be achieved with the type
of landmark recruiting scores
the Wolfpack landed in the
early ’70s with the signings of
David Thompson and Tommy
Burleson.
“You have to recruit to win
those championships,”
Biedenbach said. “And you
have to beat the good people
on the great players. That’s
what made Duke and Carolina
the programs they are today.”
Lowe’s recruiting talents,
however, remain a mystery.
The new State coach’s track
record is nonexistent and his
need for players was only
exacerbated this spring when
he couldn’t convince two of the
three incoming freshmen
Sendek had signed — Davis
and Werner — to stick with the
Wolfpack. Lowe later lost out
on Chris Wright, a blue-chip
Class of 2007 point guard who
had previously committed to
State in January.
“I think it’s going to take
Sidney a few years to get
where he really needs to be to
be a good college coach,” said
Ron Werner, Dan’s father.
“And we didn’t have three or
four years to find out. There
were no ill feelings. We just
didn’t want to gamble with a
wait-and-see type approach.”
It’s a valid concern,
certainly not helped by Lowe’s
admitted hiccups on the
recruiting trail. With elite
players committing far earlier
than they ever did during his
playing days, Lowe found
himself lost at various times
this summer.
“In those first couple
months recruiting, I’d see a kid
I liked and I’d call Coach
(Larry) Harris: ‘Hey, this kid
can play. We’ve got to get on
him,’ ” Lowe said. “And Coach
Harris would tell me, ‘Yeah,
but he’s already committed.’
We must have done that six
times.”
% % %
The Wolfpack has no choice
but to tolerate such a learning
curve, hoping Lowe’s
inexperience can be offset by
his honesty and charisma.
Furthermore, the hope is that
Lowe’s staff can capitalize on
all they have to offer, selling
recruits on State’s rich
tradition, the prestige of ACC
basketball on Tobacco Road
and Lowe’s NBA coaching
background.
Brick Oettinger, a recruiting
analyst for the Prep Stars
Recruiter’s Handbook, believes
State has no choice but to
shoot for the stars on the
recruiting trail with the
realistic notion that it may
take substantial time to reap
significant dividends.
Oettinger also believes Lowe
has an hourglass pressuring his
efforts. In order for State to
reach its ultimate goal of
regularly challenging Duke and
UNC for ACC supremacy, the
Wolfpack must return to the
high level of recruiting Sendek
produced in the latter half of
his tenure.
“They better hope that
happens fast,” Oettinger said.
“Because if it doesn’t and you
go two or three years with
relatively mediocre recruiting
classes, you’re in deep trouble.
In the ACC, you don’t just slip
a little, you plummet.”
On Wednesday, Lowe will
unveil the first part of his first
official recruiting class, a crop
expected to include J.J.
Hickson and Johnny Thomas
with possible signings also
coming from Tracy Smith, Jeff
Brooks and Mike Scott.
Hickson is the jewel of the
bunch, a likely McDonald’s AllAmerican power forward who
promises to make an
immediate impact next season.
The hope is that the 6-foot-9,
220-pound power forward can

also become the snowflake
from which the Wolfpack’s bigtime recruiting will snowball.
“Hickson is the type of kid
that’s going to work hard to
entice other top recruits to
come to State,” Oettinger said.
“He’s made that clear. On top
of that, he’s the guy other
teams are going to be doubleteaming. And that has to be
inviting for other players.”
This season, Duke and UNC
each have six McDonald’s AllAmericans on their rosters, a
reality Lowe has not avoided.
His dogged pursuit of Wright
and ability to land Hickson has
already made waves.
“He’s shown already that
he’s not going to settle for less
recruited, second-rate kids,”
Oettinger said. “He’s going
after the national elite. If you
don’t, you can forget about
competing with Duke and
Carolina and for a while now
Georgia Tech.”
% % %
Even with all the
uncertainty, most State fans
exude what former Student
Wolfpack Club president Will
Howie labels a “hesitant
excitement” as the Lowe era
begins.
Preseason expectations are
the lowest they’ve been this
century and yet the
anticipation surrounding the
program has generated a buzz
not felt since Valvano was
ricocheting around the sidelines
in the 1980s.
Much of that enthusiasm
stems from a coaching staff
headed by two former national
championship point guards in
Lowe and associate head coach
Monte Towe, who’ve returned
to campus with chests puffed
and their dreams on full
display.
The 1974 and 1983 national
championship trophies now
shine from the lobby of the
Dail Basketball Complex and
Lowe and Towe have not been
hesitant to use the words
“national championship” on a
regular basis.
“I think that’s something
you want to reach for,” Lowe
said. “Not that it’s expected.
But in order to get there, it’s
OK to talk about it.”
Lowe and his staff have not
shied away from the reality
that surviving in the cutthroat
neighborhood they now live
means standing up to the
bullies on the block. After all,
longtime fans will tell you,
once upon a time it was the
Wolfpack who dominated the
area.
“We should be competing
with Carolina and Duke,” said
Clinton native Bobby Purcell,
the Wolfpack Club’s executive
director. “Anybody who doesn’t
want to do that isn’t very
competitive. And any outsider
that says we can’t doesn’t know
anything about history. Because
we can. And we have.”
Still, that type of
indomitable attitude is only
part of the formula.
Said Jacobs: “I think
sometimes people forget there’s
a transitional period to get
from envisioning something to
making it happen.”
That transitional period
begins Friday. For the
Wolfpack, the visions of future
Final Four glory will quickly
collide with today’s realities.
Now it’s up to Lowe to keep
those dreams alive.
“It’s the old Jimmy V
saying: ‘Never give up,’ ” Batts
said. “You set goals and you
chase excellence and you don’t
quit. You never give up.”
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.
Staff writer Brett Friedlander can be
reached at friedlander@fayobserver.com
or 486-3513.

Wake Forest enjoying magical season. Page 3C
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TOP-FIVE
FINISHERS

% 1. Tony Stewart, Chevy
% 2. Jimmie Johnson, Chevy
% 3. Kevin Harvick, Chevy
% 4. Kyle Busch, Chevy
% 5. Clint Bowyer, Chevy

Jim Valvano set the bar. Herb Sendek learned
the hard way. As men’s basketball coach at N.C. State
... Personality goes a long way.

TOP-FIVE POINTS
STANDINGS

% 1. Jimmie Johnson...Lead
% 2. Matt Kenseth.......-17
% 3. Dale Earnhardt Jr. -78
% 4. Denny Hamlin......-80
% 5. Kevin Harvick ......-105

NEXT RACE
% Checker Auto Parts 500,
Phoenix International
Raceway, Avondale, Ariz.,
Sunday, 3 p.m., NBC

Stewart
does it
again
! Tony Stewart wins
for the second straight
week while Jimmie
Johnson takes over the
Nextel Cup points lead.
By Dan Wiederer
and Brett Friedlander

I

Staff writers

f new N.C. State coach
Sidney Lowe needs a
reminder as to what a
blast of effervescence
can provide a team, he
need only reflect on that
historic April evening 23 years
ago.
In the visitor’s locker room
of The Pit in Albuquerque,
N.M., Wolfpack coach, Jim
Valvano had one trump card
he had been waiting to play.
For nearly 48 hours following
N.C. State’s 67-60 win over
Georgia at the 1983 Final
Four, Valvano had been
bombarded with questions
regarding how he planned to
deal with No. 1 Houston, an
explosive team that took a 26game winning streak into the
national championship game.
Critics wondered whether
the Wolfpack, led by Lowe,
might be wise to take the air
out of the ball, putting a
straitjacket on Houston’s
breakneck offense.
Yet Valvano danced around
those suggestions. Like an
accomplished Texas Hold ’Em
player, he guarded his hand so
skillfully that hours before the
title game not even his
players were sure what the
battle plans were.
“Then Jim walked into the
locker room,” said Ray

ThisSeries

This is the second of a
three-part series examining
the unique challenges facing
Wolfpack men’s basketball.
Here’s a look at what’s
ahead:

TUESDAY

What N.C. State fans are
really after and why their
goals are often critcized.

Inside
% A list of the 11 men’s
basketball coaches to lead
their alma mater to a
national championship.

Page 8C

% When Sidney Lowe
returned to coach at N.C.
State he wanted to bring a
family reunion-like
atmosphere to the Wolfpack,

Page 9C

% After a chaotic search to
find a coach, State athletic
director Lee Fowler is placing
his future in the hands of
Sidney Lowe, Page 9C

Staff illustration
by Mariano Santillan

Martin, an assistant coach on
that ’83 team. “He looks
around, raises his voice and
says, ‘Let me tell you guys
something. If you think we’re
going to hold the ball and play
stall ball in the national
championship game on the
biggest stage in college
basketball, you’re nuts. We’re
going to run! We’re going to
hang loose! We’re going to
have a good time! And we’re
going to win this game!’ ”
The Wolfpack locker room
exploded like a weak pinata,
Valvano’s vivacity giving State
players all the inspiration they
needed.
Pressing the action early,
the Wolfpack stunned the topranked Cougars with a 33-25
first-half blitz. And later with
Lorenzo Charles’ miracle dunk
giving State its national
championship triumph, it was
Valvano who exploded, running
around the court in delirium.
“Jimmy was special like
that, man,” Martin said. “The
way he talked to the players
and let his energy take over
meant everything. That was a
big reason we won that
championship. As a coach, that
makes a big difference. You
have to have an edge.”
The need for that edge has
only intensified over the years,
especially in the Triangle
where the spotlight burns

See STATE, Page 8C

INDIANAPOLIS 27, NEW ENGLAND 20

Colts remain unbeaten, pick off Patriots
By Howard Ulman
The Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — Peyton Man-

AP photo

Indianapolis’ Bob Sanders, right, picks off one of four interceptions
thrown by New England QB Tom Brady on Sunday night.

ning got help from an unlikely source — his
defense — and the Colts remained the
NFL’s only unbeaten team.
The Patriots also were victimized for
the first time by Adam Vinatieri as Indianapolis won 27-20 Sunday night. With his
once adoring fans booing, he kicked two
field goals in his first game against New
England since leaving as a free agent.
But he also missed twice in the second
half.
A steady Manning kept the crowd quiet
for most of the game and threw for 326
yards and two touchdowns. The Colts, who
began the game with five interceptions in
seven games, intercepted Tom Brady four
times. They allowed no touchdown passes,
only two scoring runs by Corey Dillon and

By Mike Harris
The Associated Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — Tony
Stewart’s eyes lit up at the
thought.
Winning out in the last four
races of NASCAR’s Chase for
the Nextel Cup championship is
a goal he can get his arms
around — especially because he
isn’t part of the stock car playoff party.
“It’s a very
good goal to
shoot for right
now, win these
last two races
and be able to
say we’ve won
the last four
races of the Stewart
Chase,”
said
Stewart, who added a second
straight win Sunday at Texas
Motor Speedway. “It would be a
saving grace to the season.”
While the tense battles of the
Chase rage on, Stewart is driving in a world of his own.
It just so happens that Stewart’s world is way out in front
of all the drama.
Having fun and driving for
wins — not a championship —
Stewart overpowered the field
in the Dickies 500, and he made
this one look almost too easy:
“Smoke” led 278 of 339 laps, including the five extra laps because of a late caution, and often was so far ahead that he appeared to be all by himself on
See STEWART, Page 7C

SUNDAY’S SCORES
Jacksonville 37
Tennessee
7

Washington 22
Dallas
19

Detroit
Atlanta

30
14

Kansas City 31
St. Louis
17

Miami
Chicago

31
13

N.Y. Giants
Houston

Baltimore
Cincinnati

26
20

San Francisco 9
Minnesota
3

Buffalo
Green Bay

24
10

Denver
Pittsburgh

31
20

Back-to-back 8-0 records

New Orleans 31
Tampa Bay 14

San Diego
Cleveland

32
18

The Colts became the only team to start
consecutive seasons at 8-0 since the Green
Bay Packers did it three straight years
from 1929-31. And for the first time in his
brilliant career, Manning has thrown for
300 yards in three consecutive games.

% Dolphins stun Chicago to hand
the Bears their first loss
% Redskins boot Cowboys in wild
finish, Page 4C

two field goals by rookie Stephen
Gostkowski.
Gostkowski replaced Vinatieri, the
longtime Patriots kicker whose field goals
in the final seconds won two Super
Bowls.
Indianapolis (8-0) entered the game with
the only perfect record after Chicago lost
to Miami 31-17 earlier Sunday. The Patriots (6-2) ended a four-game winning streak
and dropped a second straight to Indianapolis after winning six in a row.

See COLTS, Page 5C
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State: Lowe’s cocksure demeanor has pulled in a good portion of the Wolfpack faithful
From Page 1C
down on three storied
programs — N.C. State, North
Carolina and Duke — that
have combined to win nine
national titles. It is a stage
that often requires coaches to
be one part strategist, two
parts personality, mixing X’s
and O’s with philosophy and
stand-up comedy.
“It’s about far more than
wins and losses nowadays,”
said ESPN analyst Jay Bilas.
“These days coaches have to
have a playbook, a recruiting
file and a joke folder just to
survive.”
% % %
At N.C. State, those
dynamics are magnified.
Nowhere else in the country
does a major Division I
program battle for attention
the way the Wolfpack does,
competing with two of the
preeminent programs in
college basketball history for
newspaper space, TV time and
the top of the hour on sports
talk radio.
That’s the reality Lowe
faces as he takes the stage for
a program starving for
recognition. Yet when it comes
to personality, all those
around Lowe feel he’s ready
to excel.
“Everyone that’s met him
has come away feeling really
good about him and the
direction of the program,”
Wolfpack athletic director Lee
Fowler said. “I think that’s
what Sidney does. He makes
you very comfortable when
you’re with him. And I think
that’s very important in any
job, especially one that
involves recruiting.”
It didn’t hurt Lowe to
spend three seasons as a
player under Valvano. It didn’t
hurt him to watch Valvano
embrace the pressure. It didn’t
hurt to sit in that visitor’s
locker room in New Mexico in
April 1983 and see the way his
mentor used charisma to
electrify his team.
“There was an incredible
way Coach V handled it all,”
Lowe said. “He talked a lot
about the reality of his
position.
“This is a high-profile job.
And along with that comes a
lot.”
Valvano’s spunk set a
personality standard for his
successors. Sure, the
improbable national title
triumph of ’83 catapulted
Valvano to legendary status.
But it was his magnetism on a
daily basis that impressed all
those who spent time with
him.
“Jim made everybody feel
like they were a part of the
program,” Martin said. “I
don’t care if you were the
starting point guard or the
president of the university or
the maintenance worker on
campus, he was able to
communicate with everybody.”
He was a guy who could sit
on the couch next to (David)
Letterman and steal the show,
a guy who once gave Ronald
Reagan a bumper sticker that
read “Valvano for President.”
He was a guy who held court
with reporters in his office
only moments before big
games, made cameos on “The
Cosby Show” and launched his
own series of cookbooks.
“Jim had such a dynamic
personality that he could
entertain everybody,” said ACC
historian Barry Jacobs. “He
once told me that when he
recruited kids, it wasn’t to play
at N.C. State it was to play for
him. One of his aspirations was
to be a millionaire. That’s who
he was. He really was one of
the first modern selfaggrandizing coaches.”
If Lowe has taken anything
from Valvano’s coaching style
it’s his emphasis on playing
loose.

Personality has to be part of the total picture.
You’re the face of the program. ... Teams adopt the
personality of their head coach. And I think if Sidney (Lowe)
uses his personality right, people are going to love him.
Wolfpack associate head coach Monte Towe

AP file photo

Jim Valvano’s spirited demeanor was on full display the night N.C. State won its second
NCAA men’s basketball championship in April 1983, upsetting top-ranked Houston.
“The thing he talks about
most besides winning is having
fun,” said junior forward
Gavin Grant. “That’s great to
hear. It’s not as serious as
some guys make it out to be.
I’m looking forward to getting
out there and being loose and
not having to worry about
looking over at the bench all
the time.”
% % %
Grant’s excitement doubles
as an obvious criticism of
Lowe’s predecessor, Herb
Sendek. During his 10-year
tenure in Raleigh, Sendek
never grasped the benefits of
charisma, exhibiting a
demeanor more bland than a
vat of oatmeal.
Ultimately his inability to
connect with a passionate and
demanding fan base became
the impetus for his departure
to Arizona State.
“His SATs were just too
high,” joked Les Robinson, a
Sendek friend who coached
State from 1990-96. “He’d use
words that not even I knew
what he was talking about.”
Added prominent booster
Wendell Murphy: “If Herb had
an extroverted personality and
showed a little more charm or
charisma, he’d still be here.”
If the signature image of
the program remains Valvano
pinballing around the Pit in
1983, the belief among State

fans is that Sendek wouldn’t
have shown that much
excitement had you placed
him in a phone booth filled
with wasps.
Last season at one of his
regular press conferences,
Sendek was asked about the
Wolfpack’s chronic rebounding
struggles.
“It’s been offensively,” he
said. “It’s been defensively.
We’ve even been challenged to
get some rebounds in the
warm-up lines. And we’re the
only ones on the court there.”
Crickets. Not a chuckle in
the room.
“Come on,” Sendek
playfully protested. “Now that
was funny. I don’t know how
you can sit there and not
laugh at that.”
% % %
Laughs often proved rare
for Sendek, whose methodical
approach was often
interpreted as a lack of
ambition and gusto.
Despite averaging 21 wins
over his last five seasons and
taking the Wolfpack to five
straight NCAA tournaments,
the popular perception among
fans was that Sendek ended
too many of his sentences with
semi-colons, not enough with
exclamation points.
In 10 seasons, he was 0-6
against Roy Williams and 3-21
against Mike Krzyzewski.

Beyond that, Sendek’s teams
compiled a 27-64 mark against
ranked teams and only once
reached the second weekend of
the NCAA tournament.
“Herb talked about
chopping wood and day-tight
compartments,” said Eric
Nobles, the former chairman
of the Wolfpack Club’s
Cumberland County chapter.
“He was systematic. I think
he’d be a great 11th-grade
teacher. But to go through the
ACC and the big dance and
win big, it takes more of a
foxhole-type leadership. And it
never looked like he had that.”
It’s not that State fans
demand a Valvano clone. They
simply want their coach to
outwardly express his passion
for the program, to talk about
monumental goals, to revel
with them after big wins and
hurt with them after tough
losses.

“Teams adopt the
personality of their head
coach. And I think if Sidney
uses his personality right,
people are going to love him.”
Lowe has excited the
Wolfpack faithful with his
charm and bright smile. Yet
there’s more to it than
cracking jokes and walking
with a swagger. It’s about
connecting with the fans and
fostering a contagious
environment that encourages
those in and around the
program to dream big. It’s
about relating to blue-chip
recruits and their parents.
“You don’t get paid
hundreds of thousands of
dollars just to coach
basketball,” said Will Howie, a
former president of the
Student Wolfpack Club. “You
have to be able to flash a
smile and be able to make
people laugh. You have to
have an aura about yourself.”
On that front, Lowe’s
cocksure demeanor through his
first six months on the job has
been a ringing success. Ask his
philosophy toward challenging
rivals Duke and UNC for ACC
supremacy and his response is
bound to wake up the echoes
at Reynolds Coliseum.
“We’re N.C. State
University,” Lowe said. “We
have as much basketball
tradition as any school in the
country. We’ve earned the
right to be here.”
And therein lies the
ultimate pitch. To Lowe, it
comes naturally to trumpet
his aspirations, to talk about
restoring the glory days on
campus in order to resuscitate
the excitement amongst fans.
“Sidney brings that passion
and that fire that
characterized the ’83 team,”
said Billy West, an alumnus
who played golf for the
Wolfpack from 1993-97. “And I
think for that reason, folks are
going to want to support N.C.
State.”
Added Bobby Purcell, the
executive director of the
Wolfpack Club: “That’s what
personality will do for you. It
buys you time. It gives you
people pulling for you, people
being more patient with you.”
On the eve of his first
season in Raleigh, Lowe seems
to have everyone surrounding
the program on his side.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.
Staff writer Brett Friedlander can be
reached at friedlanderbd@fayobserver.com
or 486-3513.

FACT OF THE
MATER

Eleven coaches in the
history of the NCAA, and
only four since 1962, have
led their alma maters to
national championships.
Coincidentally, three of
those have come in the
past five seasons, with two
from the ACC. Here’s a list
of those who have
accomplished the feat:

% 2005: Roy Williams,
North Carolina (above)
% 2003: Jim Boeheim,
Syracuse

% 2002: Gary Williams,
Maryland (above)
% 1974: Norm Sloan, N.C.
State
% 1961
and
1962: Ed
Jucker,
Cincinnati
% 1960:
Fred
Taylor,
Ohio
Sloan
State
% 1952: Phog Allen,
Kansas
% 1944: Vadal Patterson,
Utah
% 1941: Bud Foster,
Wisconsin
% 1940 and 1953:
Branch McCracken, Indiana
% 1939: Howard Hobson,
Oregon

% % %
It’s a lesson Lowe would be
wise to learn.
“Personality has to be part
of the total picture,” said
Wolfpack associate head coach
Monte Towe. “You’re the face
of the program. And when you
stop and look at it, there have
been some pretty charismatic
guys who have come through
here. Norm Sloan was very
charismatic and fiery. Jimmy
(Valvano) oozed passion.

DefinitiveStatements
Those closest to the N.C. State program
believe Herb Sendek’s 10-year tenure as
head coach should not go unappreciated.
After all, Sendek won as many games
(105) over the last five seasons as Jim
Valvano did in his final five years. Sendek
also tied Valvano’s school record by taking
the Wolfpack to five straight NCAA
tournaments.
Les Robinson, who coached at State
between Valvano and Sendek, believes the

discontent from fans that drove Sendek to
a new job at Arizona State was personalitydriven. State fans’ demands never quite
jived with their coach’s demeanor and the
presence of Duke and North Carolina
within 25 miles of Raleigh only aggravated
the situation.
“Other programs in the country have bigtime rivals,” Robinson said. “They’re just
hundreds of miles apart. They don’t use
the same newspapers, television stations,

churches, restaurants and bars.
“That was one of Herb’s biggest
problems: location. If N.C. State was in
Charlottesville (Va.,) or Atlanta, I think his
numbers would have been good enough.
But it ain’t in Atlanta. It’s not in
Tallahassee (Fla.). It’s in the Triangle and
there’s not a tougher place to coach
college basketball in America.”

AP file photo

Herb Sendek’s lack of charisma, not his win-loss record,
proved to put a wedge between him and Wolfpack supporters.
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Lowe bringing past, future together
By Dan Wiederer
and Brett Friedlander
Staff writers

The invitation may as well
have gone out on a highway
billboard with neon red lights
as a border.
N.C. State Basketball
Family Reunion. Come one,
come all. Anyone who’s ever
played, coached or
otherwise harbored a deep
devotion for the Wolfpack is
welcome. Please contact
Sidney Lowe for more
details.
That’s the message the new
N.C. State men’s basketball
coach conveyed the minute he
set foot back on campus in
early May. Hoping to forge a
connection with State’s storied
past, Lowe has opened his
doors and his arms to all those
who share his unbridled
allegiance to Wolfpack
basketball.
“This is our family,” Lowe
said. “And once you’re a part
of my family, you’re always a
part. I want guys who have
been here before to know that
they can come back. Anytime.
I want our players to know
them. I want them to be a
part of what it is we’re
working towards.”
It’s a formula that’s worked
swimmingly up the road at
North Carolina, where a
unified and prestigious
fraternity allows current Tar
Heels to work out with former
greats, improving their skills
and perhaps equally important
learning the standards and
tradition of the program.
That’s Lowe’s aim at State.
And to prove his promises
aren’t hollow, he made a
concerted effort as he
assembled his coaching staff
to reunite the Wolfpack
family. By the time he was
finished, he had a pair of
assistants in Monte Towe and
Larry Harris and a director of
basketball operations in
Quentin Jackson, who
understand the history of the
program and bleed Wolfpack
red.
Towe’s return as associate
head coach proved most
galvanizing, uniting the
starting point guards from
each of State’s two national
championship teams.
“That’s invaluable,” said
Les Robinson, who coached the
Wolfpack from 1990-96. “It’s
impossible to measure. When
they walk out on that court
the first time, you’ve got
Sidney and Monte, the two
guys who directed national
championships, the guys that
were the coaches on the floor.
That’s a pretty strong
statement for anyone who’s
watching.”
Added Ray Martin, an
assistant on the 1983 national
title squad: “You’re talking

Staff photo by Mike Spencer

With his friendly demeanor and desire to reunite the Wolfpack family, Sidney Lowe is reaching out to State alum young and old.
about the heart and belly of
N.C. State basketball over the
last 20 or 30 years. With that,
the bridge to the past has
opened up again and is now
more genuine.”
In August, Lowe continued
the family bonding exercise by
organizing a “Unity Meeting,”
inviting former players and

coaches to gather in Raleigh
for an informal social.
Expecting maybe 10 people to
show up, Lowe was ecstatic
when more than 35 former
players who had played under
five different coaches turned
out.
“That’s what I think was
missing before,” said Ernie

Myers, a friend and former
teammate of Lowe’s who
attended the gathering. “Herb
(Sendek) didn’t know how to
recapture that. Sidney’s
already got those wheels
turning again.”
Those wheels have
seemingly resuscitated the
heartbeat of all those who’ve

ever been affiliated with the
program. UNC-Asheville coach
Eddie Biedenbach, a player at
State from 1965-68 and an
assistant coach when the
Wolfpack won it all in 1974,
admits he has felt a
“refreshing and contagious
excitement” resonating from
across the state.

“All of these people need to
be a part of the N.C. State
program,” Biedenbach said.
“The Bobby Speights and the
Vic Molodets. The Tim
Stoddards and the David
Thompsons and the Tommy
Burlesons. To be great in the
ACC, everybody has to be
pulling for you. You cannot
have any administration, any
fans, any faculty member not
trying to make State the great
school it is academically,
athletically and socially.”
Towe, who gave up his
head coaching position at the
University of New Orleans to
become the right-hand man for
a coach he once recruited as a
player, believes the Wolfpack
bond the new coaching staff
shares has become a catalyst
for what State is trying to
accomplish and a powerful
reminder of the program’s
rich tradition.
“Very seldom does a day go
by in our office where Sidney
doesn’t talk about the State
family,” Towe said. “It’s, ‘Hey,
he’s part of the family.’ Or
‘We need to make sure we
take care of that guy.’ I think
he’s done a good job of trying
to tie the whole thing together.
That’s very important.
Because we do have a great
family.”
And the doors to the house
have again been thrown open.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.
Staff writer Brett Friedlander can be
reached at friedlanderb@fayobserver.com
or 486-3513.

Fowler’s fate as A.D. may rest in Lowe’s hands
By Dan Wiederer
and Brett Friedlander
Staff writers

Leaning back in his office chair,
Lee Fowler breathes a refreshed
optimism regarding the direction of
N.C. State’s men’s basketball program.
“It’s always fun to have a new
beginning,” the Wolfpack athletic
director says. “And to have a new
beginning with deep ties to our past
makes it all the more
exciting. It’s
important we
promote our history,
our tradition and our
heritage. Now I feel
the evolution of the
program is coming
back in the direction
it should.”
Seven months ago Fowler
Fowler was anything
but relaxed, mired in a chaotic 33-day
search for a new coach that had him
sleeping very little, shedding close to
20 pounds and keeping a lower profile
than a CIA operative.
For Fowler, it was an exhaustive
effort that began with a list of
approximately 75 potential candidates
and ended May 4 with the surprise
hiring of Detroit Pistons assistant
coach Sidney Lowe.
The hire, which brought to an end
a prolonged period of anxiety around
the program, regenerated enthusiasm
amongst many State backers excited
by Lowe’s connection to the

Wolfpack’s 1983 national title run. Yet
it was also a move criticized by some
as a panic hire due to Lowe’s lack of
college coaching and recruiting
experience and the reality that
Fowler had previously been publicly
rejected by four other coaches in his
search.
Regardless of the domino effect
that ultimately led to Lowe’s return to
Raleigh, one truth now appears
apparent. Fowler’s job security and
his future at the helm of the State
athletic department may be directly
tied to the success Lowe has in
reviving the basketball program.
“There’s no question this hire will
have a significant impact in
determining the long-term direction of
the program — for better or for
worse,” said ACC historian Barry
Jacobs. “Because of that, I would
think the stakes would be tremendous
for everyone involved.”
Fowler’s search for a new coach
began April 1 with a concerted effort
to land a marquee hire. The two
biggest names topping his list — “the
rock stars” as Fowler calls them —
were Texas coach Rick Barnes and
Memphis’ John Calipari.
Both coaches had expressed more
than token interest in the State job,
Barnes relaying his interest through
prominent Wolfpack boosters, Calipari
responding favorably to Fowler’s inperson overtures.
Yet when both coaches later
spurned the Wolfpack to accept
lucrative raises at their current

ON THE RADAR

Lee Fowler’s 33-day search for a new men’s basketball coach this past
spring provided a unique glimpse into the ways technology has changed the
hiring process at big-time programs.
On April 9, as Fowler sat in John Calipari’s house selling the Memphis
coach on the prestige of the Wolfpack job, he received a call from a State
trustee who alerted him that the supposedly covert meeting in Tennessee was
anything but. Fowler’s whereabouts were very much known as fans tracked his
flight aboard booster Wendell Murphy’s private jet on a Web site called
flightaware.com.
“I was shocked,” Fowler said. “People around airplanes knew a little about
that. But even Wendell didn’t know you could do that. I remember thinking,
‘You’ve got be kidding me. They’re tracking planes?’ I’ll tell you this: We
stopped using that plane after that.”
When Calipari visited Raleigh the next night to survey State’s facilities, TV
cameras stalked them to the back docks of the RBC Center just before
midnight, filming as Fowler’s SUV pulled inside the arena and guards shut the
steel doors behind him.
Things escalated to the point where the State A.D. no longer felt
comfortable using his own driveway.
“My family was convinced we had people watching the house,” Fowler said.
“We have a cul de sac around the back where I started parking the car. It
got to where when I’d leave the house I’d go out the back door just so no
one at the end of the driveway saw me and tried to follow me.
“Definitely double-on spy stuff.”
schools, Fowler admits he had learned
a valuable lesson about the hiring
process at a major program.
“Most of the great coaches around
the country are pretty stable where
they are,” he said. “When you’re at
the highest level, there aren’t a lot of
people looking to move from a good

job at a good university with good
pay sideways to another good
university. Unless they’re in trouble.
Or they’re about to get fired.”
Ironically, Lowe wasn’t even
acknowledged as a viable candidate
by Fowler until the search was
almost three weeks old. Once the

former point guard revealed he
needed only a few credit hours to
complete his college degree, “he
became a player in the game,”
Fowler said.
Ultimately Lowe became the
player with the right combination of
genuine interest in the position,
passion for N.C. State and the ability
to assemble a talented staff of
assistants with Wolfpack ties.
“I got chill bumps when I realized
Sidney was our coach,” Fowler said.
“As I knew this whole package had
come together, I really felt like it was
a home run for this university. I felt
as good as I could possibly feel. What
a relief that it was over and that we
got the right guy at the same time.”
With six months passed, Fowler
reflects on the frenzied search and
wonders whether the rejections from
Barnes, Calipari, West Virginia coach
John Beilein and ESPN analyst Steve
Lavin were nothing more than a
serendipitous twist that allowed him
to land a unifying Wolfpack legend to
pilot the program back toward
national distinction.
Fowler must hope so. If Lowe is
unable to restore the glory, the State
athletic director just might find the
temperature of that office chair
growing uncomfortably hot.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached at
wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 486-3536.
Staff writer Brett Friedlander can be reached at
friedlanderb@fayobserver.com or 486-3513.

Slumping Wolfpack trying to stay positive. Page 6C
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PREP FOOTBALL

71st gives some players probation
! School officials say some of those suspended last week
will be eligible to play this week, while others have been
removed from the team.
By Earl Vaughan Jr.
Scholastic sports editor

Some, but not all, of the SeventyFirst football players suspended for last
Friday’s game against Hoke County
have been placed on probation and will

be allowed to participate in the Falcons’
state 4-AA playoff game at Southeast
Raleigh on Friday.
The remainder have been removed
from the team for the rest of the year.
School principal Tina Poltrock made
the announcement Monday afternoon,

but refused to say how many of the
players were now eligible to play.
Sources told The Fayetteville Observer last week that 15 players, 14 of
them starters, were suspended because
of their involvement in an off-campus
fight.
“Many of the students have been
placed on probation,’’ Poltrock said.
“They are going to be able to participate in postseason play. They have to
conduct themselves as they should, oth-

erwise further action would be taken.’’
Poltrock declined to comment further on what action was being taken
against the players in the form of further discipline.
She added the school planned to
make sure all of its athletes understood
what it means to be an athlete and representative of the school.
Seventy-First athletic director Mickey Stoker and football coach Bob Paroli

See SEVENTY-FIRST, Page 6C

HUNGRY FOR MORE
With a new coach
and a fresh start,
Wolfpack Nation
has a message
for rivals hogging
the national
spotlight …
LET US IN!

AP TOP 25
PRESEASON

basketball poll

Four teams from the
Atlantic Coast Conference
made The Associated Press
preseason Top 25:
% 2. North Carolina
% 12. Duke
% 15. Boston College
% 23. Georgia Tech
% Complete poll,
Page 6C

UNC
No. 2
behind
Florida
! The Gators return all
five starters from their
national championship
team.
By Jim O’Connell
The Associated Press

The same starting five that
left the court in Indianapolis
with Florida’s first national
championship will start this
season with the No. 1 ranking.
The Gators were the runaway choice Monday in The Associated Press preseason college basketball poll — no surprise, since they have everyone
back for a run at being the first
repeat national champion since
Duke in 1992.
Florida received 63 firstplace votes and 1,788 points
from the 72-member national
media panel to easily outdistance North Carolina, which got
the other nine No. 1 votes and
1,704 points.
“We appreciate and respect
that people think this highly of
our basketball team,” Gators
coach Billy Donovan said Monday. “That being said, this ranking has everything to do with

See POLL, Page 6C

NEXT GAME

Staff illustration
by Mariano Santillan

What’sInside

% How do Wolfpack fans
define success? A survey gives
some answers,
Page 4C
% Beating UNC is always high
on N.C. State’s to-do list
% There’s a new attitude
blooming within the N.C. State
basketball program,
% Charting N.C. State results,
Page 5C

By Dan Wiederer
and Brett Friedlander
Staff writers

Give Greg Kalevas a soapbox and
a minute of your time and he’ll
gladly trumpet the wish list N.C.
State fans have been dying for the
masses to hear.
Attention Sidney Lowe: Kalevas, a
prominent Wolfpack booster from
Fayetteville, has the pulpit and a
checklist of things he’d like you to do
with the Wolfpack basketball
program.

EnsuingMadness
While much of the focus is still on BCS
standings and high school football playoffs,
we begin our eight-day preview coverage of
college basketball on Wednesday.

% Win: “We don’t need
championships every year to make us
happy. But be competitive in the ACC
and at least try to win a
championship. You can’t be afraid to
get in the ring with the
heavyweights.”
% Promote: “I was in downtown
Chicago recently and all I saw was
Carolina hats, Duke hats. But no
State hats. You better believe it’s
important to promote and get
attention for yourself.”
% Entertain: “Years ago I used to

look forward to going to the games.
But Herb Sendek’s offense was boring
as hell, man. It was like
sleepwalking. We need a little more
enthusiasm, a little more life into the
thing.”
% Dream: “Everybody has a
dream. What’s wrong with that?
Yeah, it’s risky because if you say, ‘I
want to win championships’ and if
you don’t do it, people will say, ‘You
promised us.’ But the only way to

See HUNGRY, Page 4C

TheLineup
Wednesday: Region teams
Thursday: North Carolina
Friday: N.C. State
Saturday: Wake Forest

Sunday: Duke and national teams
Monday: The rest of the ACC
Tuesday: ACC women
Wednesday, Nov. 15: Fayetteville State

% Who: Wake Forest
(8-1, 4-1 Atlantic Coast
Conference) at Florida State
(5-4, 3-4)
% Where: Doak Campbell
Stadium, Tallahassee, Fla.
% When: Saturday, 8 p.m.
% TV: ABC

Deacons
seeing
Orange
By Sammy Batten
Staff writer

Wake Forest and the Orange
Bowl.
The two haven’t traditionally
gone hand in hand. In fact, the
Deacons have advanced to postseason play in football only six
times since the program started
in 1888, the last appearance
coming in 2002 when they
earned a 38-17 win over Oregon
in the Seattle Bowl.
Wake Forest has never participated in one of the traditional major bowl games — the Cotton, Orange, Sugar and Rose.
But the success the Deacons (81, 4-1 Atlantic Coast Conference) are having this year may
help them break that streak.

See DEACONS, Page 6C
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Hungry: National powers North Carolina and Duke cast big shadows over their rival in Raleigh
From Page 1C
achieve anything important is
to believe in your dreams.”
Those are the pressing
desires Kalevas believes State
fans have for their basketball
program. More than 30 years
supporting his team gives the
Wolfpack booster credibility.
And his wish list seems simple
enough.
Win. Promote. Entertain.
Dream.
Yet on basketball-crazed
Tobacco Road, the dynamics
prove far more complicated.
With national powers North
Carolina and Duke casting
colossal shadows over the
neighborhood and State’s own
storied history only adding to
a standard of extraordinary
expectations, Wolfpack fans
are an incomparable bunch.
Perhaps no fan base in the
country — certainly none in
the ACC — has been more
maligned than the Wolfpack
Nation, whose undeniable
passion is often interpreted as
capriciousness and discontent.
It’s an implication State
fans openly resent. It’s not
that they feel completely
misunderstood. They simply
feel unfairly criticized for
wanting to be the best, for
wanting to experience what
they once knew.
And they’re tired of having
their patience questioned and
their dreams dismissed as
unrealistic.
“Our fans are so
passionate, they’re always
willing to say what’s on their
mind,” said Bobby Purcell, the
executive director of the
Wolfpack Club. “And when
you’re passionate about
something and you have a bad
day or a bad game, you take
it harder than if you weren’t
passionate to start with.”
% % %
With Lowe’s chapter of
N.C. State basketball about to
be written, State fans believe
their vision again has legs
even with a leader whose lack
of college coaching experience
stamps a question mark on
their vision.
“Before we had a
basketball coach at N.C.
State,” said Billy West, a 1997
State graduate. “Now we have
a former player, a national
champion and most
importantly, we have an N.C.
State fan as the N.C. State
basketball coach.”
Added Wendell Murphy,
arguably the school’s most
influential booster: “Sidney
knows what the expectations
are. And I don’t think he’d
want us to lower them.”
Like a little brother pushed
around for too long, State fans
admit they’re sick of being
picked on. And with their new
coaching staff leading the
way, they’re now daring to
confront the powerhouses in
Chapel Hill and Durham that
have caused so many of their
recent headaches.
Ask Wolfpack fans if they
could ever be satisfied having
a solid program that’s still
one rung below the Tar Heels
and Blue Devils and their
answers are as absolute as
they are defiant.
“No way,” said Ray Martin,
a former Wolfpack assistant
coach. “Why would State fans
want to settle for second best?
They deserve the best and I
think that’s what being a fan
is all about.”
Added West: “I don’t know
that it’s smart to resolve
yourself to the idea of, ‘Hey,
we’re a top-20 team but we’ll
never be a top-five team.’
Duke and Carolina are the

Bobby
Purcell,
the executive
director of
the Wolfpack
Club, says
N.C. State
fans
shouldn’t
settle for
being
second, or
third, fiddle
to North
Carolina and
Duke. He
makes no
apologies for
being a
passionate
Wolfpack fan.
Staff file photo

HOW DO WOLFPACK FANS
DEFINE SUCCESS?

Totally unnecessary
1.9 7.5 An absolute
must every
Would
year
be nice 25.2

In order to better determine what it is that N.C. State fans ultimately
want out of their basketball program, the Observer conducted a
survey asking respondents to rate their wishes. Below are the results.

*Number of respondents: 107

ACC championship

20-win season
Would be nice
9.3

65.4

An absolute
must every
32.7 year

Would
44.9
be nice 55.1

Totally unnecessary
6.5
15

High
57.9
priority

Would
be nice

Wins over UNC and Duke

An absolute must every year
7.5

Would
be nice

28

64.5 High
priority

Top 3 of the ACC

Totally unnecessary
1.9 8.4 An absolute
must every
Would
year
be nice 22.4
67.3

High priority

ACC tournament success

An absolute must every year
9.3
Would
be nice 24.3
66.4 High
priority

High priority

■ Do you believe Sidney Lowe

was the right hire?
84.1 YES
15.9 NO

78.5

Totally
unnecessary

26.2

19.6
54.2

■ Can N.C. State be one of the
top 10 elite programs in the
country?
86.0 YES
14.0 NO

High priority

Would be nice

Recognition from state and
national media

Would be nice
3.7

Totally unnecessary
7.5

High
priority 29.4

Would
be nice 34.6

An absolute
must every
year

An absolute
must every
26.2 year

31.8

should be able to match UNC’s
and Duke’s success year after
year?
67.3 YES
32.7 NO
■ Did you consider Herb
Sendek’s 10-year tenure a
success?
57.0 YES
43.0 NO

Produce NBA draft picks

NCAA Tournament berth

66.4

High priority

Final Four berth
High
priority

% % %
Such unhappiness fueled an
outside stereotype of Wolfpack
fans as malcontents who
always have the guillotine
ready for their coach. Former
Student Wolfpack Club
president Will Howie believes
that perception is ignorant.
“Would you consider us a
bad fan base because we get
disappointed when we get
embarrassed at home by our
rival?” he said. “It’s absurd
when people criticize us
because we get pissed off
losing to teams we should
beat.”
It’s an impatience only
irritated by the success had at
Duke and Carolina. Since the
last time the Wolfpack was
ranked in the AP top 10, the
Blue Devils and Tar Heels
have combined for 122 NCAA
tournament victories, 17 Final
Fours and five national titles,
accomplishments trumpeted
on the local TV stations and
commemorated in the
newspapers State fans turn to
everyday.
Adding to Wolfpack fans’
annoyance is the perception
that their Tar Heel
counterparts revel in seeing
them agitated.
Said athletic director Lee
Fowler: “To be truthful with
you, that lighter shade of blue
does a very good job of
needling our fans to create
the perception that they’re
always upset. I think the
water cooler is overly critical
towards the wants of our fans.
But our fans are so passionate
and loyal that it gets blown
out of proportion.”

■ Do you think N.C. State

Sweet 16 appearance

High priority

■ Is N.C. State currently one
of the top 10 elite programs in
the country?
1.9 YES
98.1 NO
■ Are the expectations of most

N.C. State fans realistic?
82.2 YES
17.8 NO

Staff graphic by Mariano Santillan

benchmark. And as State fans,
we think that’s where we
belong.”
The biggest question now is
whether such aspirations are
realistic, whether the
dynamics of Tobacco Road
have changed too drastically
since State’s last national title
23 years ago that it’s become
impractical for the Wolfpack
to chase the sustained national
excellence achieved by its
rivals.
Since 1991, State has
averaged just 16.6 wins per
season and has finished higher
than fourth in the ACC
standings just twice. Over the
past 15 seasons, the Wolfpack
has just five NCAA
tournament victories, fewer
than Tulsa, Xavier and St.
Joseph’s.
State’s last visit to the top
10 of The Associated Press
poll? December 11, 1984.
Those recent numbers
hardly speak of a perennial
national power. Yet the
widespread belief within
Wolfpack circles is that a
return to prominence is
reasonable for a program
that’s produced 10 ACC
championships and two
national titles.
Les Robinson, who coached
the Wolfpack from 1990-96,
believes such logic is only
natural.
“I can’t tell you how many
people come up to me and
say, ‘My dad raised me a
Wolfpack fan and my
granddad raised him that
way,’ ” Robinson said. “It’s a
three-generation program. And
when you’ve attended games
in Reynolds Coliseum in the
days when N.C. State was
dominating — when they won
championships — you’re used
to a certain standard. Is that
standard unrealistic? Not
when three-quarters of your
fans came from those eras.”
% % %
So the debate rages on as
to whether State’s historical
triumphs can catalyze a
revival or whether its fans are
simply clinging to an outdated
past.
Many coaches around the
ACC believe five straight

I can’t tell you how many people come up
to me and say, ‘My dad raised me a
Wolfpack fan and my granddad raised him
that way.’ It’s a three-generation program.
And when you’ve attended games in
Reynolds Coliseum in the days when N.C.
State was dominating — when they won
championships — you’re used to a certain
standard. Is that standard unrealistic? Not
when three-quarters of your fans came from
those eras.

NCAA tournament
appearances under former
coach Herb Sendek had State
on the rise. But Sendek’s most
vocal critics contend the 43year-old coach had taken the
program as high as he was
ever going to.
Whatever the case, Sendek’s
hasty departure from Raleigh
to Arizona State at the end of
last season was a direct
byproduct of Wolfpack fans’
displeasure. The most vocal of
Sendek’s detractors skewered
his subdued personality,
methodical offense and
inability to win the big game.
The angst reached a climax
last February, when in the
midst of a 22-win season, the
Wolfpack drove into a ditch
with a disastrous four-game
losing streak that included a
24-point home loss to North
Carolina and two straight
losses to last-place Wake
Forest.
The discontent that
surfaced during that stretch
took a toll on Sendek, who
told several people close to
the program that he felt
unappreciated and worn down
by State fans.
An even bigger factor in
the fallout was the residual
stress such rampant criticism

was causing his family.
“My (12-year-old)
granddaughter was in school
with Herb’s daughter,”
Robinson said. “And she’d tell
me, ‘Granddad, the other kids
are rude to her.’ I wanted to
say, ‘Savannah, if you feel
sorry for Herb’s daughter, I’m
glad you weren’t around 10
years ago.’ But basketball in
the Triangle is a passion. And
it wore on Herb like it wore
on me.”
Undeniably it was the
abuse by vocal fans that drove
Sendek to leave N.C. State.
But whether such discontent
was unjustified is a different
matter.
ACC historian Barry Jacobs
believes Sendek’s meticulous
ways sucked enjoyment out of
the program.
“Even something as basic
as not putting the players’
names on the backs of the
jerseys, they just didn’t seem
like they had fun to me,”
Jacobs said. “Yeah, winning is
fun. But you want to have fun
in the experience, in being
there. You want being
affiliated to be fun. And you
want those who are sharing it
with you to have fun too.
Herb’s sense of fun was
private yet what he was doing

Les Robinson,
Former head
basketball
coach at
N.C. State

was very public.”
In that very public eye,
Sendek never seemed to
embrace the big moment, too
often failing to produce those
indelible wins that send fans
rushing to the water cooler
with chests puffed and mouths
roaring.
It’s not that State fans
didn’t appreciate the 105
victories Sendek produced
over his last five seasons.
They just would have liked a
few more of those wins to
have had a lasting impact, a
few more spotlight triumphs
over Carolina and Duke to
complement the November
wins over Stetson and
Campbell. Without that, they
felt deprived of the very
fabric of being a fan, the
ability to revel in big wins
and razz rival fans.
Only adding to the furor
was the notion that Sendek
never seemed to suffer the
way State fans did after tough
losses.
“Herb probably did suffer,”
Jacobs said. “But he wasn’t
going to share that with them.
And because of that, it was
hard over time for people to
feel a close sense of
identification. That’s where
fans were right to be unhappy.”

% % %
ESPN analyst Dick Vitale
believes the biggest mistake
State fans make is trying to
keep up with the Joneses in a
neighborhood where it’s nearly
impossible to do.
“Fans everywhere have a
tendency to get carried away,”
Vitale said. “But it’s more
pronounced at State, where
they can see that gold trophy
sitting over at Carolina and
Duke. Now they want it too.”
The reality of the situation,
State fans say, is that they
will always want it, that they
will never resign themselves
to playing second fiddle.
“America is about first,”
said Wolfpack Club member
Eric Nobles. “America is not
about, ‘Hey look, we’re
third.’ ”
Now Lowe’s return to
campus has fueled their
hunger, giving State a fresh
start and the vigor fans feel
they’ve lacked in recent years.
Whether the new coach’s
ties to the glory of 1983
forecast future greatness is
uncertain. But for now, it
doesn’t seem to matter.
“By hiring Coach Lowe, the
point guard from that ’83
national championship team,
it’s served to bring everybody
together,” West said. “I think
now everybody is unified —
the fan base, the
administration and the athletic
department — for the first
time since Valvano.”
Added Nobles: “Sidney
knows what we want without
having to ask. It’s always
better when your passion and
your job coincide. Because of
that we have a great
opportunity.”
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.
Staff writer Brett Friedlander can be
reached at friedlanderb@fayobserver.com
or 486-3513.

DefinitiveStatements
Perhaps the biggest
conundrum facing N.C. State lies
in embracing a past that’s
produced two national titles
without exaggerating the potential
benefits that tradition can have
on the future.
ACC historian Barry Jacobs
believes many Wolfpack fans may
have a biased memory of the
program’s ability to sustain
success, overemphasizing the
glory that accompanied the
1974 and 1983 national titles
without acknowledging the reality
that State has been without a
regular-season ACC championship

since 1989 and has been to the
Sweet 16 only once since then.
“Things in retrospect often
take on a glow that they may
not have had at the time,”
Jacobs said. “And to some
extent, I think State’s ultimate
success is measured against a
false or inaccurate remembrance
of the program consistently over
time.”
Wolfpack Club booster Eric
Nobles, however, believes that
fans who have experienced the
exhilaration in State’s past
championships have the right to
expect it again.

“If you were in the Brickyard
in ’83 experiencing all the highs
college basketball can give you,
you feel like you have a piece of
ownership to it and that you’re
entitled to the opportunity to feel
that again,” Nobles said.
“Talk to some 55-year-old
dude who graduated from State
30 years ago and has seen
them win back-to-back ACC
championships. To now say, ‘Hey,
you should be happy with third
or fourth or seventh (in the
ACC),’ it just doesn’t give enough
credence to the history of that
person.”
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N.C. State’s Julius Hodge soaks in the atmosphere after the Wolfpack beat rival North Carolna on Jan. 26, 2003, at the RBC Center, which was the last time State beat Carolina at home.

State fans: Carolina never just another game

By Dan Wiederer
and Brett Friedlander

Staff writers

Triggering the boiling point
of N.C. State fans requires
little effort. Simply mention
that one name — “Carolina”
— and eyebrows furrow. Show
them that color — the Tar
Heel baby blue — and
stomachs somersault,
expressions ignite.
Now try to convince
anyone associated with N.C.
State that a contest against
rival North Carolina is nothing
more than another game and
the counter-argument
inevitably carries great
disdain and wrath.
“No way,” said Will Howie,
who served as the president of
the Student Wolfpack Club last
season. “One-hundred percent
not true. There are too many
emotions when we play
Carolina. It’ll never be just
another game. Never.”
Unlike predecessor Herb
Sendek, who insisted on
treating the Carolina game
the same as any other, new

Wolfpack coach Sidney Lowe
understands his reality.
Driving State’s march back
toward national prominence,
Lowe knows he faces the
unwavering demand of beating
the Tar Heels along the way.
It’s a mandate preached
endlessly by Wolfpack fans
and echoed regularly by
Lowe’s boss.
“At N.C. State, we have
two goals,” said athletic
director Lee Fowler. “Win the
ACC and beat Carolina. Not
necessarily in that order. But
it has to be on the checklist.
There is no question that is a
bigger game than other
games. And it is mandatory
we treat it that way.”
If that overreaching
command is clear cut, then
the Wolfpack’s recent failures
against the Tar Heels have
been nothing short of
exasperating.
The numbers cut deep: 7-23
against UNC since 1992; 4-10
at home in that span; 0-6
against the Heels since Roy
Williams returned to Chapel

Hill three years ago.
Last February, with a
chance to turn a good season
into something memorable,
the 14th-ranked Wolfpack
hosted No. 21 UNC in a
showcase game on ESPN.
In the crammed foyer of
Reynolds Coliseum, Howie —
in charge of distributing
tickets to the Student
Wolfpack Club that night —
felt the electricity pulsing all
the way from campus to the
RBC Center.
A day earlier UNC senior
David Noel had acknowledged
the rowdiness of Wolfpack
fans, but later quipped that
there was nothing better than
listening to the distraught
quiet inside the RBC Center

after a Wolfpack loss.
Agitated by the barb,
Howie unleashed a speech that
was one part Jim Valvano,
two parts George Patton.
“I don’t want to be quiet!”
he yelled. “I don’t want to be
quiet!”
“It was electric, man,”
Howie said. “People were
coming through the lines
screaming, giving high-fives.
In my time at State, that was
the craziest fans had ever
been before the game.”
Yet six hours later, after
Noel and the Tar Heels had
lulled the RBC Center into a
monastery silence with a 9571 road win — “They just
gutted us,” Howie said —
Sendek delivered a much

more impassive assessment.
“We’re obviously
disappointed,” he said in his
postgame press conference.
“But we have to quickly put
this behind us.”
Sendek’s unwillingness to
show hurt infuriated State
fans, who flooded sports talk
radio with annoyed calls
before the stadium parking lot
was empty.
“You could feel it on the
ride home,” Howie said. “That
was the beginning of the end.
Yes, it counted the same in
the standings. But we had a
nice year going and look what
happened after that loss.”
Not only did the Wolfpack
lose at home — by 24, to their
hated rival — they also lost
momentum, lost their chance
to put an exclamation point
on a solid season. They lost
four straight games and
staggered into the NCAA
tournament two weeks later
as a No. 10 seed.
“That loss did far more
than just put us a game back
in the standings,” Howie said.

the issue,” said associate head
coach Monte Towe. “You have
to have that mentality of
trying to be the best in the
country and not being satisfied
with anything else. I think you
have to vocalize that. I really
do.”
The rallying cries of Towe
and Lowe might otherwise
ring hollow if they came
without the proof — those
national championships from
1974 and 1983 — to back up
their philosophy. But those

triumphs resonate with
Wolfpack faithful more than
anything else.
Said Lowe: “I would like to
think that had N.C. State not
won those national
championships that people
would still hold David
Thompson and Tommy
Burleson and Monte Towe and
Sidney Lowe and Lorenzo
Charles and Dereck
Whittenburg in the same
esteem. But they wouldn’t.
Our legacies are defined

because we were able to take
that ultimate step.”
Lowe insists he has no
intention of living in the past
and basing his beliefs on the
outdated era during which he
played. But he also believes it
would be irresponsible to
ignore it.
The State coaching staff
understands the risk involved
in talking big and raising the
bar of the program to such
lofty levels. It also knows no
other way to be successful.
“If we can be successful,

At N.C. State, we have two goals.
Win the ACC and beat Carolina. Not
necessarily in that order.
Lee Fowler, N.C. State athletic director

“We need someone who
understands that more than
Herb did.”
Lowe seems to
comprehend. The new
Wolfpack coach hasn’t steered
away from talk of beating the
Tar Heels. The bigger question
is whether he has the formula
to do so. As a player from
1979-83, Lowe’s teams had a
record of 3-9 against UNC.
That won’t cut it.
“This is reality,” Lowe said.
“I’m going to throw you no
smoke screens. Yeah, we want
to beat Carolina. And they
feel the same way we do.
“It’s nothing I’m going to
die over. But is it a bigger
game? No question. Is that a
game you really want to win
and need to win because of
the rivalry? Absolutely.”
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.
Staff writer Brett Friedlander can be
reached at friedlanderbd@fayobserver.com
or 486-3513.

New regime
talking the talk
By Dan Wiederer
and Brett Friedlander
Staff writers

There’s a new attitude
blooming within the N.C. State
basketball program, a moxie
the Wolfpack hopes to use in
pursuit of its ultimate goals.
Since new coach Sidney Lowe
and his staff took over six
months ago, the phrase
“national championship” has
become an integral part of the
State vernacular, a way for
players and coaches to define
what they’re after.
“You definitely have to
have players to win,” junior
forward Gavin Grant said.
“But there’s definitely a
mindset involved too. You
have to feel like there’s no
one better than you.”
Once upon a time, there
was no one better than Lowe
and the Wolfpack. And the
new coach has the gaudy
national championship ring to
prove it. It’s a motivational
prop he plans to use to inspire
his team. And some time soon,
Lowe says, he’ll pop in the
film of State’s 1983 national
title triumph over Houston to
drive home his message.
“I want the kids to
understand the tradition,”

Lowe said. “When you watch
that and you see the
excitement and you watch the
fans, if you have any kind of
passion at all, you’re going to
want to be a part of
something like that.”
It’s all part of Lowe’s
ultimate agenda for building
the future of State basketball
by channeling the emotions
and glory that surrounded its
past.
“It feels good to hear and
know that those championship
memories are on his mind,”
said sophomore guard
Courtney Fells. “I close my
eyes a lot and try to put
myself in his shoes in order to
relate to that. I can’t because
I haven’t been there and felt
what he’s felt. But that’s what
we want to do. So it’s
inspiring.”
Whether State’s national
championship visions can
occur in more than VCRs and
preseason daydreams is
unclear and may be for some
time as the program hits the
inevitable speed bumps of
transition. But the new
Wolfpack coaching staff has
prioritized attitude as a big
part of its equation.
“That’s really the crux of

it’s high reward,” Towe said.
“This is like Broadway. We
know how good Carolina is.
We know how good Duke is.
But we’ll see if we can be
pretty good too. And if you
can make it here, it’s like
Broadway. The payoff is
incomparable.”
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.
Staff writer Brett Friedlander can be
reached at friedlanderbd@fayobserver.com
or 486-3513.

