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NCAA TITLE GAME
UNC VS. MICHIGAN STATE % TODAY % DETROIT % 9:21 P.M. % CBS

Rematch
should
be vastly
different
! Confident Spartans
aren’t the same team
that lost to the
Tar Heels by 35 points
early in the season.
By Jack Daly
Special to the Observer

FINAL DESTINATION
UNC has finally gotten the invitation it’s been waiting for. Hansbrough
and the Heels hope to make their dreams come true tonight in Detroit
energized, why Hansbrough looked like a
DETROIT — You could see it in Tyler
kid who had spent 15 hours jammed in
Hansbrough’s eyes late Saturday night.
the back of the family mini-van but had
You know, those always intense,
finally caught a glimpse of Disney
always focused, wider-than-the-Detroit
World’s Magic Kingdom.
River eyes?
The end of the road was here. And it’s
Only now, after North Carolina’s 83the exact destination Hansbrough and his
69 Final Four beatdown of Villanova,
Tar Heels teammates had typed into the
Hansbrough’s trademarked stare had a
Mapquest search at the beginning of the
new glint to it.
DAN
season.
Finally, he had a formal invitation to
WIEDERER “I know now when my last practice
college basketball’s national
is,” Hansbrough said. “I know when my
championship game and he was more
last pre-game meal is. All those silly
than ready to RSVP.
things you do before games, this will be the last
It’s never been like Hansbrough to shorten
time I go through it. It’s cool because this is
his workload. So it was no wonder the Tar
the way I always wanted to go out.”
Heels legend had found a way to extend his
A monstrous banner stretched across the
college career to the farthest possible point.
Ford Field rafters says it’s 701 miles from
Senior year. Final Four. Championship
UNC to Detroit. But for these Tar Heels, the
Monday.
See WIEDERER, Page 4C
Understandable, now, why those eyes were so

DETROIT — North Carolina
can play dumb, ignore what December seemed to have illustrated in painstaking detail and
pretend there isn’t a gulf between the Tar Heels and Michigan State.
But Tom Izzo isn’t going to
cooperate.
Maybe the discrepancy between his team and the Tar
Heels is no longer 35 points, but
Michigan
State’s coach
didn’t hide the
fact
Sunday
that he believes there’s
still a gap between the two
teams on the
eve
of Izzo
tonight’s
NCAA championship game between top-seeded UNC (33-4)
and the second-seeded Spartans
(31-6) at Ford Field.
“If we play good and they
play good, we’re losing,” Izzo
said. “That’s the way I look at
it. I don’t look at that in the negative. They are the best team in
the country, and have been that,
have earned that rank probably
over a year and a half.
“But we found a way to have
some teams not play as good
against us. So all we’ve got to
do, it doesn’t have to be this and
this, we’ve just got to play good
and have them play a little less
than good. That’s how we hope
to beat ’em.”
It’s in Roy Williams’ best interests to refute what Izzo said,
of course.
The Tar Heels’ coach doesn’t
want his team overconfident
against the Spartans, smug in
the belief that the 98-63 victory
UNC scored over Michigan
State at Ford Field on Dec. 3
will somehow give the Tar
Heels a 35-point advantage
when tonight’s game tips. And
so Williams dutifully played his
part Sunday, telling reporters
that he wasn’t buying what Izzo
was selling.
“The bottom line is I personally don’t think that that game
will have much, if anything, to
do with the game we play
(to)night,” Williams said.
Well, there is one thing it’s
good for.

‘Extra motivation’
“The only thing that does is
make everybody on the outside think we’ve got this one in
the bag because we beat them
by 35 points last time,” said
UNC assistant coach C.B. McGrath, who put together the
Tar Heels’ scouting report for

See REMATCH, Page 4C
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Did you know?

Women’s Final Four
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% Dan Wiederer breaks down today’s title
game. Which players are in the spotlight? What
will it take for each team to win? Page 4C

% Ten nuggets of trivia
heading into tonight’s title
game, Page 5C

% Angel McCoughtry, left, and
Louisville surge in the second half
and UConn rolls again, Page 3C

Go to the Court Vision Web site today
for live blogging and more as UNC takes
on Michigan State for the NCAA title.
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The excitement level is peaking in Detroit as Michigan State and North Carolina prepare to do battle
tonight for the national championship. For the Spartans, a victory would add a fairy tale finish to a
splendid postseason run. For the Tar Heels, capturing the program’s fifth NCAA championship would come
with its own brand of feel-good warmth. So which team will enjoy its “One Shining Moment” at Ford
Field? Observer staff writer Dan Wiederer breaks down tonight’s national championship game.
Michigan St. UNC
Points per game

72.8

87.6

Points allowed

63.6

66.8

FG percentage

.434

.485

3-point pct.

.382

.463

Free throw pct.

.775

.705

FG pct. defense

.415

.382

3-point defense

.279

.259

Turnover margin

+0.4

+3.6

Rebounding margin

+5.8

+2.4

— Stats are for NCAA tournament games

NORTH CAROLINA TAR HEELS (33-4)

MICHIGAN STATE SPARTANS (31-6)

MOST PRESSING QUESTION
Is Michigan State truly a team of destiny or are the Tar Heels much too
powerful to be denied their national title celebration?
The Spartans certainly thrilled a heavily partisan crowd of 72,456 with their
upset of Connecticut on Saturday night, which of course allowed the whole
“destiny” storyline to blow up. There’s no question that Michigan State’s inspiring
NCAA tournament run has temporarily provided some emotional invigoration to a
state that’s been hit hard by the nation’s economic crisis. But what does any of
that really have to do with tonight’s basketball game?
“I realize they have a cause,” UNC coach Roy Williams said. “But we also
have a cause. We want to win a national championship. Period. The end. And if
you tell me that if Michigan State wins, it’s going to satisfy our nation’s
economy, then I’d say, ‘Hell, let’s stay poor for a little while longer.’”
PLAYER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
After completing Saturday night’s 83-69 Final Four blowout of Villanova, Roy
Williams brought his entire team over to mid-court to enjoy the postgame
interview with CBS’ Jim Nantz and Clark Kellogg. Should we have expected
anything different?
By now it’s been clear that these Tar Heels have never truly had just one
player in the spotlight. They’ve had five at a time, all playing together are sharing
the glory with no reservations.
This is a group that’s had its nucleus in tact for three full years and will
now play its final game with everything on the line.
All five Tar Heels starters have scored 20 points in a game at some
point this season. Six different players have had a double-double.
Ty Lawson is the ACC Player of the Year and this year’s Bob Cousy
Award winner as the nation’s best point guard. Plus Tyler Hansbrough is
a four-time All-American. But to look past Wayne Ellington or Danny
Green (above) or even role players Deon Thompson, Ed Davis, Bobby
Frasor, Larry Drew and Tyler Zeller would be to look past what this
team is all about.
WHY THE TAR HEELS WILL WIN
Did you see Carolina’s 98-63 destruction of Michigan State
back in December? It happened right here in Ford Field.
Sure, back then the Spartans were a team battling
injuries and playing their fourth game in seven days. And
yeah, the Tar Heels were light-years ahead of the
competition at that point of the season in terms of their
identity and overall confidence.
But as much as Michigan State may have closed the gap, the Tar
Heels are still exactly what we thought they would be when the season
started. On the first night of the season, UNC was the unanimous No.
1 team in the country. On the last night of the season, Carolina is still
the favorite to win it all.
Sure, there have been a few minor setbacks along the way. But
nothing has gotten in the Tar Heels’ way all season. Tonight is their
coronation.

MOST PRESSING QUESTION
Can the Spartans take their underdog role and channel that into a
monumental upset?
OK, so this isn’t exactly Villanova vs. Georgetown from 1985. But Michigan
State, the Big Ten champion, is still attempting to become just the second team
in history to take down three No. 1 seeds in the same NCAA tournament. The
Spartans will have the majority of the Ford Field crowd in their corner and also
have the defensive ability to cause problems for UNC’s explosive offense. In five
NCAA tournament games, Michigan State has allowed just 63.6 points per game
and drawn widespread praise for their toughness and grit.
“But you don’t get this far on grit,” coach Tom Izzo said. “You get into the
tournament and maybe you get through the first round on grit. But we have
some talented guys trying to build their own legends.”
A defeat of UNC would certainly be legendary and Izzo is the perfect coach
to get his players to believe it’s possible.
“I’m a dreamer,” Izzo said. “I’m not afraid to dream, not afraid of challenges,
not afraid to fail.
PLAYER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Senior center Goran Suton (above) missed the December meeting as he
recovered from arthroscopic surgery on his left knee. So it’ll be interesting to
see whether his size and toughness on the interior can keep UNC’s Tyler
Hansbrough from repeating his 25-point, 11-rebound outburst.
Suton, who was the Most Outstanding Player in the Midwest Regional,
averages 10.2 points and 8.3 rebounds per game and has had seven
double-doubles this season. Offensively, he can go to work down on the
low block or test defenders with his face-up game. Defensively, he just
finds a way to put the clamps on whoever he’s guarding.
WHY THE SPARTANS WILL WIN
All throughout the NCAA tournament, Michigan State has
played with confidence and purpose and has never been afraid
to mix it up with teams perceived to be bigger, stronger or
faster. So why would that change tonight?
The Spartans have won 11 of their last 12 games, which
is more than Carolina can say. And in some strange
roundabout way, the 35-point uppercut they took from the
Tar Heels back in December may actually work in their
favor, providing them with more motivation to prove
themselves than they’ve had all season.
Point guard Kalin Lucas is one of the few players in
the country who can match Ty Lawson’s speed. And the
Spartans continue to be one of the most impressive
rebounding teams around. In Saturday’s upset of UConn,
they corralled 18 offensive rebounds. That can’t be good
news for the Tar Heels, who allowed Villanova 22 offensive
rebounds.
DAN WIEDERER’S PICK:
North Carolina 84, Michigan State 72

Wayne Ellington

tonight’s game.
“It gives them extra motivation. They’re going to be fired
up. Defeats like that — they remember it.”
And that could be hazardous.
Michigan State is a different
team than the one UNC encountered in December for no other
reason than center Goran Suton
will be playing in tonight’s
game.
The 6-10 senior missed the
first UNC-Michigan State game
with a foot injury and has been
a force since he returned. Suton
averaged 10.2 points and 8.3 rebounds per game and was a key
factor in the Spartans’ Midwest
Regional final win over
Louisville, hitting three 3-pointers in the second half of Michigan State’s 64-52 victory.
Then there a couple of peripheral factors: Michigan State
was playing its fourth game in
seven days when it played UNC
before; power forward Delvon
Roe, a UNC recruit, is playing
better basketball; the whole
state of Michigan seems to be
living vicariously through the
Spartans.
Most importantly, Michigan
State is peaking at the right
time, winning 12 of its last 13,
including two straight against
No. 1 seeds in the NCAA Tournament — Louisville and Connecticut. McGrath said the
Spartans’ improvement on the
defensive end has been the thing
that’s popped out the most
while watching Michigan State
game tape.
“They’re confident; they’ve
got a swagger about them,” said
McGrath, who focused on the
Spartans’ NCAA Tournament
games while preparing the
scouting report.
“They missed a few shots
early [in December] and just
got down. I don’t know if it’s
’cause they’re tired and young
and inexperienced at the time.
But they’re seasoned, now —
they’re Big Ten champs, they’re
in the Final Four. They’re just a
confident bunch.”
The same thing could be said
about the Tar Heels, of course.
UNC, which has won its five
NCAA Tournament games by
an average of 20.8 points per
game, is trying to become the
first national champion to win
all of its tourney games by at
least 10 points since Duke managed the feat in 2001.
“We know if we play the way
we’re capable of, we have a
shot of winning,” guard Bobby
Frasor said.
Frasor probably undersold
the Tar Heels’ chances. If they
play the way they’re capable of,
Izzo would say there’s no doubt
about it — UNC will win.
Just look at what happened
in December.
Which is exactly what
Williams doesn’t want the Tar
Heels to do.
“All that stuff is a bunch of
hogwash,” Williams said.

Wiederer: Carolina has gotten to this point by playing as a unit and staying in the moment
From Page 1C
road has been much longer,
filled with triumphs and
disappointment but always,
always eventful.
Tonight it leaves them with
one last game on a brightly lit
stage in a mammoth arena
that will welcome more than
72,000 fans and five full rows
of media eager to see which
team will shower in those
multi-colored celebration
streamers.
Process the magnitude for
a moment and understand how
childhood dreams will be
realized tonight at Ford Field
— only on a much grander
scale than most of these kids
ever imagined.

Child’s play
North Carolina point guard
Ty Lawson had his own
excitement percolating Sunday
when he thought about what it
would be like to take the
national championship stage.
For real this time, against
Michigan State.
“I’ve dreamt about winning

a national championship since
I was little,” Lawson said.
“Even playing on my Fisher
Price court, counting down
from five, me hitting the
game-winner. I’ve been
waiting for this. I’ve been
thinking about it a lot.”
Lawson has spent much of
the last three years walking
around UNC with a devilish
grin. On Sunday, his smile was
more pure than ever.
“I’ve envisioned so many
different scenarios,” Lawson
said. “I probably played for
the national championship 20
times when I was little.
Sometimes we needed a 3 to
win, sometimes I was on the
free throw line, sometimes
I’m making a drive when
we’re down one. I’ve cooked
up all sorts of different
scenarios for how I could win
it all. And we won every
single time.”
That combination of
innocence and looseness told
you everything you need to
know about this UNC team.
There’s a reason the Tar
Heels are heavy favorites to

keep Lawson’s perfect
national championship record
intact tonight.
The Heels have a little
more talent than Michigan
State. More depth and balance
too. And in coach Roy
Williams, they have a Hall of
Fame leader who has won his
players over with his trust
and discipline, his ambition
and corniness.
But on top of all that,
Carolina has spent this entire
season playing with an
indestructible unity and an
admirable ability to stay in
the moment.
Tonight the moment
becomes more exhilarating
and more important than ever
before.

One moment in time
Right now, the thrill is in
that simplicity. One game and
one game only.
“I tell the kids all the time,
‘Snap your fingers and that’s
how quickly your four years
will pass,’ ” Williams said.
“When they’re freshmen, they
look at me and say, ‘Yeah,

AP photo

North Carolina hopes it’s South Regional trophy isn’t the
last one it hoists this season.
sure Coach.’ But right now
they understand.”
The end is here, but the
journey is not yet over.
This all could have ended
in so many different ways on
so many different days. But
now, the end is definite.
Tonight, these Tar Heels
have their first chance to be
crowned national champions.
“Every March, you play

and you say ‘Don’t let this be
our last practice. Let’s make
sure this is not our last
game,’ ” senior Bobby Frasor
said. “I can’t say that
anymore. This is our last
game and it has a totally
different feeling. You’re
excited. You’re happy. And
there are a million thoughts
running through your mind.”
Sometime near midnight,

the championship trophy will
be handed out and the Ford
Field nets will be snipped
from the rims. And then on an
elevated platform, one team
will watch “One Shining
Moment” on the mammoth
video boards and feel the
goosebumps radiate.
Frasor has the song
conveniently downloaded onto
his iPod.
Junior Wayne Ellington has
watched the highlight montage
for as long as he can
remember.
“Every time you watch it,
you get a little emotional,”
Ellington said. “And then right
after that, you get all hyped
up and all you want to do is
get out there and play.”
No wonder, the excitement
in Hansbrough’s eyes is
sparkling.
“It’s hard not to envision
it,” he said. “I’ve thought a lot
about what it would mean to
win a national championship.”
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.

