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A modern
twist on the
UNC-State
rivalry
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WAKE FOREST 54, DUKE 48

Julius Hodge has never been
great at hiding his emotions. Nor
has the former All-ACC forward
ever been shy about expressing
his allegiance to N.C. State.
So it should come as no
surprise, that as a card carrying
member of the Wolfpack, Hodge
has followed the recent struggles
of rival North Carolina with
uncontrollable giddiness.
First came a winter in which
the Tar Heel basketball team
ran face first
into a brick
wall, losing
16 times and
leaving coach
Roy Williams
downright
Dan
downtrodden.
Wiederer Now, the
Carolina
football program has been put in
a straitjacket by an NCAA
investigation that alleges several
forms of misconduct.
Hodge can’t even begin to
describe exactly how fulfilled
he’s felt as an observer to all
this. But he’ll readily confess to
chronic stomach cramps — from
laughing so darn hard.
“I love the debacle that is the
North Carolina institution,”
Hodge told me Thursday. “It is
Christmas for me right now.
Everyone at Carolina thinks they
have this elite little fraternity
and they can’t be touched. And
now, with this predicament over
not doing things the right way,
it’s funny. Seeing their athletic
director squirm, seeing the
football coach look like he’s seen
a ghost, it’s really been a great
time in Raleigh.”
Not to worry, UNC fans. Bobby
Frasor has always found it easy
to be candid with his thoughts,
too. The former Tar Heel point
guard has never shied away from
rolling his eyes at loudmouth,
boastful N.C. State backers.
People like Julius Hodge, for
example. So Frasor quickly
delivers his two cents.
“Typical State guy,” he said.
“They’re the stepchild to
Carolina. They hate that they’re
always ignored. They know
Carolina gets all the attention,
and rightfully so. But now that
we have some bad publicity,
they’re eating it up. They have
nothing better to do.”

MCT photo

Duke running back Desmond Scott is upended during the second half of the Blue Devils’ 54-48 loss to Wake Forest.

Down to the wire

Wake holds off Duke in the second-highest scoring ACC game ever
By Sammy Batten

A record day

Staff writer

Scoring marks set in Saturday’s
54-48 win by Wake Forest over
rival Duke in Winston-Salem.

WINSTON-SALEM — After

a combined 49-point outburst
by Duke and Wake Forest in
the first half Saturday at
BB&T Field, someone in the
press box speculated if the
game went into overtime 100
points might be scored in the
91st meeting between the instate rivals.
As it turned out, they didn’t
need the extra time.
Together, the Blue Devils
and Deacons put on an offensive display that produced the
second-highest point total ever in an Atlantic Coast Conference game, and only after recovering an onside kick in the
final two minutes did Wake
Forest prevail, 54-48.
Quarterback Sean Renfree
connected on a 51-yard touchdown pass to receiver Conner
Vernon with 1:39 to play that
pulled Duke within six points.
But an onside kick by Will
Snyderwine was alertly recov-

Talk show
It’s go time, baby!
A century-old Tobacco Road
beef has just sent two new and
spirited fighters to the ring. And
See WIEDERER, Page 11C

% The 28 points scored by Wake
Forest in the second period tied
a school record matched on
three other occasions.

MCT photo

Wake Forest backup QB Tanner Price threw for 190 yards and
three TDs after he replaced injured starter Ted Stachitas.
ered by Wake receiver Marshall Williams, allowing the
Deacons to run out the clock
and extend their winning
streak over the Blue Devils to
11 straight.
“I hope we made it interesting for everybody today,’’

Wake Forest coach Jim Grobe
deadpanned after a damp,
gray afternoon during which
points were scored at a frenetic pace.
Six scoring drives in the
See WAKE, Page 4C

% The combined 102 points by
the teams is the second-highest
total in ACC history for a
conference game. The Deacons
were on the losing end of the
highest-scoring game, an 82-24
thrashing at the hands of
Clemson on Oct. 31, 1981.
% Duke’s 48 points were the
most points scored by a losing
team in an ACC game.
% Eight touchdowns are the
most ever scored by a Wake
Forest team at BB&T Field.
% Wake receiver Marshall
Williams completed an 81-yard
pass to Chris Givens for a
touchdown that the third-longest
completion in school history.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL: SATURDAY’S TOP GAMES
NO. 2 OHIO ST. 36, NO. 12 MIAMI 24

NO. 10 OKLAHOMA 47, NO. 17 FLA. ST. 17

NO. 1 ALABAMA 24, NO. 18 PENN ST. 3

Buckeyes take advantage
of Hurricanes’ mistakes

Sooners blow out Noles
in battle of the Stoops

Richardson steps up
to lead No. 1 Tide to win

By Rusty Miller
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Miami quarterback Jacory
Harris and the 12th-ranked
Hurricanes came into their
showdown with No. 2 Ohio
State confident and comfortable.
Four interceptions later,
they were deflated and defeated.
Terrelle Pryor ran for
113 yards and a touchdown
and passed for another
score Saturday as the Buckeyes took advantage of Miami’s miscues to hang a 3624 loss on the ’Canes.
“Feeling good doesn’t always end up good,” Harris
said.

UP NEXT
% For No. 2 Ohio State: vs.
Ohio, Saturday.
% For No. 12 Miami: at
Pitt, Thursday, Sept. 23
Eight seasons after the
Buckeyes and Hurricanes
played a classic game for
the 2002 national championship, the rematch wasn’t
nearly as close. In the 2003
Fiesta Bowl, the Buckeyes
earned a dramatic and controversial 31-24 victory in
double-overtime against a
Miami team trying to repeat as national champs.
See BUCKEYES, Page 4C

By Jeff Latzke

The Associated Press

NORMAN, Okla. — Surrounded by family, Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops
reached out for a handshake
and an embrace with his little brother, Mark.
Perhaps if No. 10 Oklahoma’s 47-17 win Saturday
had come against a team
other than No. 17 Florida
State — with Mark Stoops
coaching the defense — it
would have felt a lot more
satisfying for the Sooners’
coach.
“It’s a rotten place to be
because I appreciate the
way our team played and
all that, but you just cannot
separate blood,” Bob Stoops

UP NEXT
% For No. 10 Oklahoma:
vs. Air Force, Saturday
% For No. 17 Florida
State: vs. BYU, Saturday
said. “I just don’t like it. I
knew that coming into the
game I didn’t, and I’m positive of it now after the
game.”
Landry Jones outplayed
Christian Ponder by throwing for 380 yards and four
touchdowns against Mark
Stoops’ defense, and the
Sooners (2-0) moved past
their shaky season opener
in style.
See SOONERS, Page 4C

By John Zenor

The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. —
Trent Richardson ran for
144 yards in place of injured
Heisman Trophy winner
Mark Ingram, leading No. 1
Alabama to a 24-3 win over
No. 18 Penn State on Saturday night.
The Crimson Tide (2-0)
hardly slowed down without
Ingram, and a young defense forced freshman Rob
Bolden and the Nittany Lions (1-1) into several
turnovers to end promising
drives.
It was the first time
Penn State was held without a touchdown since a 149 loss at Wisconsin in 2007.

UP NEXT
% For No. 1 Alabama: at
Duke, Saturday.
% For No. 18 Penn State:
vs. Kent State, Saturday
The shutout lasted until the
final 10 minutes.
With Ingram sidelined for
the second straight game
with a knee injury, Richardson pulled a pretty good imitation. He plowed through
and sidestepped tackles and
scored on a 1-yard touchdown run. He also had four
catches for 46 yards.
Greg McElroy completed 16 of 24 passes for 229
See TIDE, Page 6C
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U.S. OPEN TENNIS

Clijsters beats Zvonareva for third title
! Djokovic saves two match points to
upset Federer in the men’s semifinal.
By Howard Fendrich
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — From the

AP photo

Novak Djokovic defeated
Roger Federer 5-7, 6-1,
5-7, 6-2, 7-5 on Saturday
to set up today’s
championship match with
Rafael Nadal.

Wiederer
From Page 1C
it seems quite unlikely
either will leave without
throwing every punch he
has.
Best of all, the two
lovable basketball players
have taken the bickering to
the Tweet-osphere, regularly
fueling the shared animosity
with quick-wit barbs —
measuring 140 characters or
less, of course.
Let’s get something
straight. The conversation
between Wolfpack and Tar
Heel fans needs more
antagonism like Carrie
Underwood needs more
charm. But so long as we’re
at it, there could not be two
better smack talk
spokesmen than Hodge and
Frasor, a couple of kids
with their fingers directly
on the pulse of the rivalry
and never afraid to say
exactly what’s on their
mind.
It’s still a little unclear
how this Twitter
relationship between
@Follow24Hodge and
@BFrasor began. What’s
perfectly clear, however, is
that there are no holds
barred in this part-friendly,
part-hostile debate.
Rather than retweet the
online war that’s been going
on for the past few months,
here’s a snapshot synopsis.
Hodge has been gloating
over the Tar Heel football
scandal, renaming the
school UNCheat and
reminding everyone that
Butch Davis has never
beaten Tom O’Brien.
Frasor has been quick to
point out that Hodge played
basketball, not football, at
State and that the Wolfpack
has beaten UNC on the
hardwood only once in the
past seven seasons.
Hodge is quick to shoot
back that he was 4-4
against UNC during his
time in Raleigh.
Frasor then delivers this:
“Pack fans, I'm trying to
upload our NCAA
championship. If you need
help converting the VHS of
your last one, let me know.”

Cheap shots
Late last month, as
Frasor playfully discussed

time she was a teen, Kim Clijsters loved playing on
American hard courts. She
liked the way she could move
on the surface, liked the way
she could see the ball.
Her game is now as good
as it gets on this stuff.
Clijsters won a second
consecutive U.S. Open championship and third overall
Saturday night, easily beating Vera Zvonareva 6-2, 6-1
in a final that lasted 59 minutes and lacked any drama.
Clijsters is the first woman since Venus Williams in
2000-01 to win the title in
Flushing Meadows two years
in a row. And Clijsters’ U.S.
Open winning streak is actually up to 21 matches because she also won the 2005
title. She missed the tournahis performance in that
2009 national game, alerting
his Twitter followers that
he had made drastic
improvement in the 16
months since, Hodge
wondered aloud whether
that meant Frasor was
claiming to finally be
deserving of his scholarship
to Carolina.
To which Frasor shot
back: “Which is more
deserving, my scholarship
offer or you being drafted
#20 in the first round??
Debatable....”
Apparently, it’s Andrew
Golota officiating this lowblow affair.
“Occasionally, there’s a
little tension,” Frasor said.
As the discussion has
continued, Hodge has told
Frasor he’ll gladly play him
1-on-1, spot him nine points
in a game up to 11 and still
win.
Frasor said he’ll happily
take that bet and could beat
Hodge scoring only with his
left hand.
The entire conversation
— if that’s what we want to
call it — has become
utterly ridiculous.
“It is ridiculous,” Frasor
agreed. “That one-on-one
thing would be a joke. He’d
give me nine points? Are
you kidding me? It’s not
like I’m an incompetent
basketball player.”
Hodge can only laugh.
“I’d get one stop on
defense,” he responded.
“And then I’d just post him
up the rest of the way.
That’s how we play one-onone in New York. So there’s
absolutely no way I could
lose to that guy.”

Keeping the peace
Suddenly, it’s clear what
makes these two Tobacco
Road alums so enjoyable.
No matter how heated the
conversation gets, neither
player will ever take
himself too seriously.
Hodge isn’t afraid to say
it. He thinks Frasor is
hilarious.
“I love his humor,” he
said with a laugh. “He takes
his shots but you can
always tell it’s in good fun.”
Frasor can only shrug.
He thinks Hodge is the
perfect representative for
N.C. State, too, and readily
admits how silly this
argument can sometimes be.

ment in 2006 because of injuries,
including
wrist
surgery, and skipped it the
next two years while taking
time off to get married and
have a baby.
And on the men’s side, so
much for Rafa vs. Roger in
the U.S. Open final.
Novak Djokovic prevented what would have been the
eighth Grand Slam championship match between tennis’ top two men — and first
such showdown at Flushing
Meadows — by saving two
match points and coming
back to stun Roger Federer
5-7, 6-1, 5-7, 6-2, 7-5 in Saturday’s semifinals.
“One of those matches,”
Djokovic said, “you’ll always
remember.”
It means that the thirdseeded Djokovic will be
standing between No. 1
Rafael Nadal and a career
Grand Slam in the final to“I think I read something
online from Gary Busey,”
Frasor said. “There’s a new
saying that ‘Beef over
Twitter is like two blind
men having a staring
contest.’ ” Only, somehow,
this is a staring contest
worth watching.
Besides, if the popularity
of this back-and-forth
continues rising, we might
have a fascinating new
comedy tandem.
“I know Bobby’s a great
guy,” Hodge said. “Before
too long, I don’t think it’s
out of the question that
we’ll have our own ‘Julius
and Bobby’ radio show or
TV show. We’ll blow the
ratings through the roof.”
It can’t be. Does Hodge
really mean it? Does he
really believe a diehard
member of the Wolfpack
could co-exist harmoniously
with a true blue Tar Heel?
“Of course,” Hodge said.
“It’d be non-stop
entertainment.”
And then, just as the
world seems ready to spin
off its axis, Hodge delivers
the twist.
“Besides,” he said, “by
that time, ya know, both the
football and the basketball
programs at UNC will be
under NCAA sanctions. And
it will be a great time to be
a member of the Wolfpack.”
Frasor has yet to
respond. But no doubt, the
retort is coming soon. On a
Twitter feed near you.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be
reached at wiedererd@fayobserver.com
or 486-3536.

day. Nadal owns eight major
titles but never had been past
the semifinals at the U.S.
Open before beating No. 12
Mikhail Youzhny 6-2, 6-3, 64 earlier Saturday.
Federer had reached six
consecutive finals at the U.S.
Open, winning five trophies
from 2004-08, but he repeatedly let leads slip away this
time. Federer took the first
set against Djokovic, then
the third. And even after
Djokovic forced a fifth set,
Federer twice was a single
point from winning.
With the crowd in Arthur
Ashe Stadium trying to will
Federer to victory — probably because of the tantalizing
prospect of a final between
him and Nadal — the owner
of a record 16 Grand Slam titles couldn’t close the deal.
“They all pretty much
feel the same: You feel so
empty at the end, I guess, because you tried everything,”
said Federer, who hadn’t
dropped a set all tournament
before Saturday, but was

hurt by 66 unforced errors,
28 more than Djokovic.
“You feel like you left
something out there if you
lose a match having had
match
point,”
Federer
added. “It wasn’t a final, so
I’m not as disappointed if it
would have been a final.”

TODAY

% Men’s championship: No. 1
Rafael Nadal vs. No. 3 Novak
Djokovic.
% TV: ESPN2, 1-3 p.m.
(women’s doubles final); CBS,
4-7 p.m. (men’s singles final).

