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Watney in
front, but
PGA is up
for grabs
By Doug Ferguson

The Associated Press

SHEBOYGAN, Wis. — Whistling Straits was
there for the taking. So is this PGA Championship.
Nick Watney took over the lead Saturday with
two quick birdies and never let up until he had a
6-under 66, giving him a three-shot lead over Dustin
Johnson and Rory McIlroy in a strong showing by
golf’s next generation.
When three long days LEADERBOARD
along Lake Michigan fi- Nick Watney ............. -13
nally ended, the conDustin Johnson ........ -10
tenders were short on
Rory McIlroy ............ -10
major experience.
Watney, who had to Wenchong Liang ........ -9
scramble for a bogey on Jason Day .................. -9
the 18th hole after an Martin Kaymer ........... -9
aggressive play, practi- Steve Elkington .......... -8
cally seemed like an old Zach Johnson ............ -8
man compared with
some of the players Jason Dufner ............. -8
Jim Furyk ................... -8
chasing him.
Johnson is 26, sea- TODAY’S TV
soned slightly by his
memorable meltdown % 11 a.m.-2 p.m., TNT;
at Pebble Beach in the 2-7 p.m., CBS
U.S. Open. He found
enough accuracy to go
with his awesome power for a 67 to work his way
into the final group in a major for the second time
this year. Johnson was tied with McIlroy, the 21year-old from Northern Ireland who also had a 67
and looks poised to deliver early on his promise of
Europe’s next big star.
None of the top six on the leaderboard have ever
won a major.
The last time the top six contenders were this
green in the final major of the year — “Glory’s Last
See PGA, Page 3C

Over-aggressive agents aren’t a new problem, but it
seems to be getting out of control. What can be done?
By Sammy Batten
Staff writer

Robert “Fuzzy’’ Lee was
celebrating with North Carolina teammates in the locker room after a 62-0 shellacking of Ohio back in
September 1995 when thencoach Mack Brown called
his name.
Usually, right after the
team prayer, Brown would
grab a couple of players for
media interviews. But this
time Lee and teammates
Marcus Wall, Curtis Johnson, Sean Boyd and Leon
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Johnson were taken to a different room, where athletics director John Swofford
and assistant director Dick
Baddour awaited.
“I knew it had to be
something serious for Mr.
Swofford and Mr. Baddour
to be there,’’ Lee said.
It was.
The names of Lee, a Clin-

ton native, Fayetteville’s
Wall and the others had
been found on a list belonging to California sports
agent Robert Troy Caron.
At the time, Caron was being investigated by the
NCAA and the Pac 10 Conference for funneling money
and other benefits to Southern Cal players in an attempt to secure them as
clients.
The North Carolina players were eventually cleared,
but Southern Cal won a
See AGENTS, Page 9C
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Woods doesn’t
deserve our
applause
It looked like something out of a 1980s sci-fi
flick, the fog so thick at Whistling Straits that
the lush fairways were barely visible.
The start of the 92nd PGA Championship was
delayed for more than three hours Thursday
morning by a dense haze. And if you had tuned
into TNT for a quick look-in, you may have
thought the broadcast had
achieved a futuristic
breakthrough, actually
providing an HD glimpse
inside Tiger Woods’ head.
By now, it’s been well
chronicled as to just how
Dan
frazzled the most superhuman
Wiederer
golfer on the planet has been
the past nine months, his
psyche swirling in its own hard-to-escape
murkiness. So perhaps it’s symbolic that golf’s
final major of 2010 began in that fog three days
ago and will likely end this evening in Wisconsin
with someone other than Woods walking away
with the championship trophy.
Why that reality leaves me delivering my
own Tiger-like uppercut of celebration, I’m not
quite sure. But there’s been something oddly
fulfilling about watching one of the most
focused athletes we’ve ever seen struggle to find
See WIEDERER, Page 3C
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Rory McIlroy
hits a drive
on the 11th
hole during
the third
round
Saturday at
Whistling
Straits. The
21-year- old
is three
shots out of
the lead.
AP photo

McIlroy in the hunt again
By Nancy Armour
The Associated Press

SHEBOYGAN, Wis. — Rory McIlroy didn’t need long to figure out the
majors.
A month after tying for third at
the British Open, the 21-year-old
from Northern Ireland is three shots
off the lead going into the final round
of the PGA Championship.
“I definitely have a chance,” McIlroy said after his 5-under 67 on Saturday moved him into a tie for second. “It’s a great place to be.”
And one he’s getting accustomed
to.
McIlroy matched the major championship record with a 63 in the first
round at St. Andrews. He took himself
out of contention with an 80 the next
day, and looked more like a petulant
teenager than a professional golfer,
rolling his eyes after bad shots, scuffing his shoes and slumping his shoulders.
But he showed he’s got the mettle
to hang with the best of them, re-

Wiederer
From Page 1C
inner-peace.
That Woods has shown
such confusion in the wake
of his very sordid marriage
collapse and sleazy fall
from grace is, in some
small way, reassuring. It
tells us he’s sensitive
enough to understand how
badly he ruined his life.
But that’s not the
foremost reason Tiger’s
struggles seem so
gratifying. In truth, it has
more to do with the foolish
fans who continue to
blindly cheer him, shouting
louder than ever whenever
he’s announced on the first
tee and worshipping him
like an infallible god.

Dirty joke
I’ve never quite
understood the mindset of
the dedicated sports
fanatic, the well-adjusted
adults who follow their
favorite teams and athletes
with such unreasonable
devotion that they blatantly
disregard reality.
How anyone could sift
through the details of
Woods’ transgressions —
the seedy infidelity, the
self-acknowledged feelings
of entitlement, the
destruction of his family —
and emerge from that mud
pit with affection for the
man is beyond me.
Then again, 16 summers
ago, with police in pursuit,
a Hall of Fame running
back rode down the
freeway in California
facing arrest for the

bounding with a 69-68 finish. Add in
his rounds at Whistling Straits — he
shot 71 and 68 the first two days —
and it seems more a matter of when
McIlroy will win a major rather than
if.
He also finished third at last year’s
PGA, though he wasn’t much of a factor in the showdown between Y.E.
Yang and Tiger Woods, and was 10th
at the 2009 U.S. Open.
Should McIlroy win today, he’d be
the youngest major champion since
John McDermott won the U.S. Open
in 1911.
“It’s nice to have another chance,”
McIlroy said. “I’ll approach it the
same way as I’ve approached the last
three days. I’m going to go out there
and play my game. That’s all I feel I
have to do. If I hit enough good shots
and hit enough good putts tomorrow,
it might just be my day.”
McIlroy is the head of golf’s version of the Brat Pack. He turned pro
in 2007, earned his European card
without going to Q-school and broke
into the top 10 in the world all before

murder of his ex-wife and
crazy fans lined the road
with hoots of
encouragement and
handmade signs.
“Save the Juice!”
That may not tell the
whole story. But it’s at
least a snapshot of fandom
in America.
If you’re a politician and
you cheat on your wife, we
call for your resignation. If
you’re a teacher and your
social life includes trysts
racy enough to make TMZ
blush, you’re quickly exiled.
But if you’re an adored
athlete, you can often
commit the worst of sins
and a large contingent of
followers will still somehow
believe it’s their purpose to
root you back to the top.
With no regret.
“Go get ‘em Tiger!
You’re still the man!”

Open and shut
Perhaps I could feel
greater sympathy for
Woods had he ever just
been open with who he’s
been. For years, he minted
money by dominating golf
and then taking advantage
of a gullible public that
was all too eager to see
him as a classy, wellmannered role model.
We’ve since learned he
was anything but.
Yet even after crashing
his SUV into a fire hydrant
last Thanksgiving and
subsequently watching the
grime of his life come
flooding out, Woods hid.
He dodged police
requests for interviews,
then spoke only in
measured statements on his
website, then delivered one

he turned 21. He claimed his first
PGA Tour win in May, bringing Quail
Hollow to its knees with a 62 on Sunday.
Oh, he held off Phil Mickelson and
two-time major champion Angel
Cabrera to get the victory, too.
“I’m not sure if we’re feeding off
each other, I just think that we’re all
improving,” McIlroy said. “I definitely don’t look at the young guys and go,
‘Right. I have to be as good as him.’
I’m just trying to get better. And I
think everyone else is sort of doing
the same thing.”
One person he does take inspiration from is fellow Northern Irishman Graeme McDowell. McDowell
was the surprise winner at the U.S.
Open, and seeing a guy he’s played
with dozens of times win a major title
makes it seem all the more attainable.
So, too, does consistently putting
up big finishes at the majors — even
if it hasn’t resulted in a title yet.
That could change today.

of the most awkwardly
choreographed and poorly
acted public apologies in
the history of mankind.
He claimed to have a
sex addiction, a convenient
excuse to explain away his
scumbag tendencies. He
expressed bewilderment,
and even worse, scorn for
those interested in his
misbehavior.
He tried to point the
finger inward but
inevitably found creative
ways to blame others.
Now, I know it wouldn’t
have been smart for
business for Woods to be all
Jersey Shore-candid with his
confessions. But it at least
would have been genuine.
And when you think
about it, we’ve always
found great compassion for
stars strong enough to
admit serious weakness,
honest enough to openly
acknowledge their ugly
flaws.
John Daly. Allen
Iverson. Mike Tyson.
They’ve all lived shaky,
sometimes scandalous lives.
They’re not proud of it.
Yet in conceding their
frailty, they’ve proven not
only human and vulnerable
but likable as well.

On the way down
Meanwhile, this 2010
Tiger freefall has been
shocking. A year ago, on
Sunday at the PGA
Championship, Woods went
to the first tee with a twoshot lead, seemingly a cinch
to win his 15th major. Yet
in the final pairing that
afternoon, Y.E. Yang
tranquilized Tiger with a
cold-blooded performance.

Now, instead of running
the countdown clock for
when Woods will pass Jack
Nicklaus’ record of 18
majors, we’re wondering
whether Tiger will ever be
the same, whether he can
even win multiple majors
during Obama’s presidency.
This summer has been a
complete waste, Woods
without even one victory
after averaging six per
season over the previous 10
years. In his first eight
tournaments, Woods not
only went winless, he
delivered so many

Shot” — was in 1992.
As for Tiger Woods? His
only hope is to shoot his best
round of his strange season
today and try to earn a Ryder Cup berth.
Woods scrambled brilliantly in the morning to finish off the second round with
a 70 to get within five shots,
then opened the third round
by stuffing his first couple of
iron shots. He couldn’t make
a birdie, however, and had to
rally for a 72 on a day when
the average score was 71 in
soft conditions and relative
calm.
Woods wound up 10 shots
behind. He likely will need to
finish at least in seventh
place alone to make the Ryder Cup team.
“I just want to play a good
round and see where that
puts me,” Woods said.
Watney was at 13-under
203, in the lead at a major for
the first time in his career
after any round.
The only player among
the top six not in his 20s was
the biggest surprise of all —
Liang Wenchong, a 32-yearold from China who set the
course record at Whistling
Straits with a 64. He didn’t
start playing the game until
he was 15.
Some of these guys already were dreaming of winning majors at that age.
Liang was at 207 along
with 22-year-old Jason Day
of Australia, who had a 66;
and 25-year-old Martin
Kaymer of Germany, who
has top 10s in the last two
majors. Kaymer had a 67.
“There’s some really good
players that haven’t won a
major,” Watney said. “And
all the guys that have, at one
mediocre performances
that he’s currently behind
no-names such as Derek
Lamely, Matt Bettencourt
and Greg Chalmers on the
2010 money list.
In recent weeks, Woods
has been open with his
explanations. His struggles,
he says, have resulted
because golf is no longer
the most important thing
in his life. Nor, he
recognizes, should it be.
That’s certainly a start,
a necessary
acknowledgement on the
road to recuperation.

AP photo

Nick Watney shot a 6-under
66 on Saturday to take a
three-shot lead.
point they hadn’t won, either.
So you’ve got to start somewhere. And hopefully, tomorrow will be my day.”
Golf appears to be trending that way.
Five of the last six major
champions had never won
one before, the exception
Phil Mickelson this year at
the Masters. To see so much
inexperience at the top — not
to mention youth — is not
nearly as surprising in a year
in which 27-year-old Louis
Oosthuizen won the British
Open at St. Andrews, and 30year-old Graeme McDowell
of Northern Ireland won at
Pebble Beach.
“I guess you could say the
younger guys are starting to
play a lot better,” Johnson
said. “We’re starting to contend in majors. We’re definitely moving forward, that’s
for sure.”
Major championship experience is lurking.
Former Masters champion Zach Johnson shot a 69
and was in a group at 8-under
208 that included former
U.S. Open champion Jim
Furyk (70) and former PGA
champion Steve Elkington
(67).
But Woods is still a long
way away from being
worthy of our applause.
Until he steers away from
the notion that he doesn’t
owe the public anything and
takes ownership in altering
his self-destructive habits, I
won’t lament his struggles.
Nor will I have much
respect for those who
continue to cheer him on.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be
reached at wiedererd@fayobserver.com
or 486-3536.

