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Former North Carolina star Tyler Hansbrough grabs a rebound for the NBA’s Indiana Pacers last year. Known for his toughness in
college, a mysterious ear infection/concussion forced the ACC’s all-time leading scorer to miss most of his rookie season. Some close
to Hansbrough say it has shaken his confidence, as well.

Roy Williams

“It’s scary. I don’t know

that these specialists

know what all is going on.

We all want to believe

Tyler’s going to be fine

and that he’s going to play.

But this was a hard, hard

year for him.”

A mysterious ear infection/concussion kept former UNC star

Tyler Hansbrough off the floor for most of his rookie season

with Indiana. The question now — can he return to old form?

NBA

“I thought you and your twin brother
were moving back to California?” the
stranger wondered aloud.

“I just laughed,” Hansbrough said. “What
else are you going to
do?”

Suffice it to say most
knowledgeable college
hoops fans would still
recognize Tyler
Hansbrough, the ACC’s
all-time leading scorer
plus a four-time All-
American and a jersey-

in-the-rafters national champion at North
Carolina. But last month’s grocery store
encounters were symbolic nonetheless for a
Tar Heel legend whose changeover from
college megastar to sometimes
unidentifiable stranger happened quicker
than anyone would have imagined.

Barely a year after graduating from
UNC, departing as an icon and becoming a

See TYLER, Page 8C

Is he still
PSYCHO T?

Dan
Wiederer

T
yler Hansbrough had barely
been back in Chapel Hill a
week when he stopped into
Whole Foods last month to grab
a bite to eat. While making the
rounds, a random customer

approached.
“Hey, I recognize you,” the guy said.

“You play basketball.”
Familiar with the routine, Hansbrough

politely nodded.
“You’re from Duke,” the customer

continued. “Kyle Singler, right?”
Nope.
“Yeah, you’re Kyle,” the kid persisted.

“Kyle Singler.”
“I’m not Kyle,” Hansbrough asserted.
Had it been a joke, he might have been

more amused.
But less than a week later, Hansbrough

was back in Whole Foods when another
patron walked up, this time mistaking the
former college basketball National Player
of the Year for Travis Wear. Or was it
David?

WORLD CUP

Spain and Netherlands
each looking for first title
By Nancy Armour
The Associated Press

JOHANNESBURG — The
World Cup champions are an
illustrious and exclusive
bunch. Only seven countries
belong, and just twice in the
last 40 years have they wel-
comed anyone new.

Well, start making way.
Today, there’s going to be an-
other name on that list.

Spain and the Nether-
lands are each seeking their
first title in the World Cup fi-
nal at Soccer City. The Dutch
have had two cracks at it al-
ready, earning that dreaded

“best team never to have
won the World Cup” title af-
ter coming up short in 1974

and again four years later.
Spain has had its own issues,
underachieving at major
tournaments for 44 long
years before winning the Eu-
ropean title two years ago.

“The group deserves this,
but we want more,” sublime
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Netherlands’ Wesley Sneijder jumps over Uruguay’s Diego
Perez during a World Cup semifinal match Tuesday.
Netherlands plays Spain for the championship today.

INSIDE
% Position-by-position
matchup breakdowns for
today’s World Cup final,
Page 3C

See WORLD CUP, Page 3C

Thomas Pope

Goodbye to
the man
I called
‘Coach’

What do you call a man
who’s not your father, yet
someone you respect
almost as much? Someone
for whom you’d run
through a brick wall if
asked — or at least try,
because you didn’t want to
disappoint him.

How about Coach?
I had the privilege of

playing one year of high
school varsity football for
such a man. I’d have given
anything for two.

Blood, sweat, twisted
ankles, scraped-up knees,
and the stab of sandspurs
was an every-day thing,
and football doesn’t seem a
very glamorous — or even
intelligent — pursuit
considering the toll.

Under Tommy Owen,
my coach during the 1972
season at Pine Forest High
School, it was a price
gladly paid.

I’m sharing this with
you because Tommy Owen
— my “Coach” — died last
week.

See POPE, Page 7C

Report:
Final
Plumlee
to Duke
! Scout.com says
Marshall, younger
brother of Mason
and Miles, will join
them in Durham.

A staff report

It looks like there will be
a Plumlee family reunion in
Durham.

Late Saturday evening,
scout.com’s Evan Daniels
and Dave Telep reported that
Marshall Plumlee, younger
brother of current Duke big
men Mason and Miles Plum-
lee, has also committed to
play for the Blue Devils.

Marshall will be entering
his senior season at Christ
School in Arden. From War-
saw, Ind., scout.com has him
ranked as a four-star center
and the 40th-best player in
the class of 2011.

The 6-foot-11, 200 pound
player was also considering
Virginia, Indiana and Purdue.
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lottery pick with the
Indiana Pacers,
Hansbrough finds himself
fighting for his future,
dazed by health problems
that shook his psyche,
disrupted his physical
preparation routines and
steepened his climb to
NBA relevance.

Once worshipped as a
relentless competitor who
refused to take a day off,
Hansbrough has instead
spent much of the last six
months in basketball
purgatory, dealing with an
oddly slow recovery from
an inner-ear infection that
was exacerbated by a
concussion which was then
worsened by the ear
infection.

He has visited at least
three specialists across the
country, each trying their
best to identify what’s
going on inside his head.
But for a while, the
unrestrained aggression
that made Tyler
Hansbrough Tyler
Hansbrough was replaced
by extreme caution.

Hansbrough played his
final game as an NBA
rookie Jan. 16. He won’t
join the assembled Pacers
squad in the Orlando Pro
Summer League. And he
hasn’t even been given the
green light to return to

pick-up action yet.
So when the eager

power forward says he has
no worries about returning
to 100 percent soon and
insists he’ll be ready for
the start of next season a
hint of skepticism creeps
in.

How can he know for
sure?

A different world
It’s not only salad bar

strangers who have had
trouble recognizing
Hansbrough this summer.
Jonas Sahratian, North
Carolina’s strength and
conditioning coach, said
Hansbrough’s return to
Chapel Hill for offseason
training was initially far
more bizarre than he
would have ever imagined.

To Sahratian,
Hansbrough seemed
unexpectedly quiet and
irritable in his first couple
weeks back, a touch too
anxious during the most
casual interactions.

“There was a day that
first week where I was
sitting there like, ‘Who the
hell are you?’ ” Sahratian
said. “It was honestly like
we had never met before.
He just seemed so worried
about aggravating what
was bothering him, so
nervous about regressing.”

One morning, Sahratian
asked Hansbrough and
former UNC star Sean May
to do a hip mobility
exercise in which the

players had to step over
and around hurdles in
complex patterns. Within a
few minutes, fearing he
might get dizzy,
Hansbrough stopped and
told May he couldn’t finish.

May stopped in
Sahratian’s office later that
day in a state of shock.

“Sean tells me, ‘Yo J,
man, I’ve never heard
Tyler say ‘I can’t’ before,’ ”
Sahratian said.

The diagnosis of
Hansbrough’s condition
remains hazy. When he was
first sidelined just after
Christmas, his ailment was
labeled an inner-ear
infection with frequent
dizziness the most troubling
symptom.

Then at the end of the
season, after Hansbrough
had missed Indiana’s final
42 games with no one able
to comprehend such a
prolonged absence, the
Pacers delivered a
statement.

“Tyler Hansbrough is
under the care of local and
national medical experts
regarding his condition that
includes an inner ear
infection and a concussion,”
it read. “Doctors will
monitor Tyler on a regular
basis and they expect him
to make a full recovery.
Due to medical privacy
laws, the Pacers and Tyler
will have no further
statement.”

Hansbrough has stuck to
that gag order, unwilling to

share many details of his
condition.

North Carolina coach
Roy Williams said the
early parts of Hansbrough’s
slide included bouts of
vertigo, something the Hall
of Fame coach is far too
familiar with. Williams did
his best to relay advice to
Hansbrough and his dad,
Gene. But the Tar Heels
coach also knows how hard
something like this can be
to identify and keep under
control.

“It’s scary,” Williams
said. “I don’t know that
these specialists know what
all is going on. We all want
to believe Tyler’s going to
be fine and that he’s going
to play. But this was a
hard, hard year for him.
Here was a kid who
through his whole life had
barely missed any time.
Here was a kid who had
won every place he’d ever
played. And now as a
rookie, he has health
problems, he’s not playing
and they’re losing.”

Mind bender
Take basketball and

training away from
Hansbrough and you can
imagine the psychological
torture chamber that
opened, so much unfamiliar
free time to fret and
agonize about the future.

So now this summer, in
the Smith Center weight
room in which Hansbrough
sculpted himself into

college basketball’s most
assertive star, a new
project is under way.

“One of my biggest
goals this summer,”
Sahratian said, “has been
trying to get Tyler to
loosen up, to get him to
come out of his shell.”

Hansbrough? Needing to
come out of his shell? In
the weight room? Now
that’s a task no one inside
the Tar Heel program
would have ever fathomed.

On the wall of
Sahratian’s weight room
office hangs a poster of a
UNC-era Hansbrough
dunking, the big man
scowling as he throws
down. The caption of the
image requires just one
word: “FEROCITY.”

Yet for chunks of time
earlier this summer,
Sahratian admits he’s
wondered where all that
intensity was hiding.

On some days, Psycho T
seemed more like Timid T,
desperate to figure out his
new limits yet sometimes
unwilling to push them.

Now as Hansbrough’s
stamina and strength
gradually return, Sahratian
fights a new battle,
occasionally needing to
convince the big man to
press on through minor
discomfort, trying to re-
instill the confidence and
grit that meant so much to
his success.

Still, if ever there is a
place for Hansbrough to

get his mind right again
it’s at UNC, where the
good vibrations are
everywhere. Hansbrough
has such respect and
loyalty to Sahratian and
most important of all, an
unwavering trust in his
training vision, he knows
this summer regimen will
be invaluable to his
comeback.

Little by little,
Hansbrough has shown
encouraging signs of
progress. He’s already
joking about how much of
a mess he was when he
arrived back in Chapel Hill
in late-May and boasting
about how good he’s feeling
now.

Two weeks ago, after
finishing a set toward the
end of one particularly
grueling workout,
Hansbrough puffed his
chest and growled.

“Old School T-Hans is
back!” he declared.

UNC fans sure hope so,
the Pacers probably even
more so. But until
Hansbrough is back in
action, some doubt will
remain.

One thing’s for certain.
As Hansbrough’s physical
health improves, his ability
to convince himself that
“Old School T-Hans is
back” might be the biggest
step he takes all summer.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be
reached at
wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 486-
3536.

Tyler
From Page 1C
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Workmen remove a large mural of NBA basketball star LeBron James from a building in downtown Cleveland on Saturday.
James, who played seven years for the Cavaliers, signed with the Miami Heat on Thursday.

LeBron James’ mural
coming down in Cleveland

By Tom Withers
The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — LeBron
James is being dropped off a
building.

Workers began disman-
tling the 10-story-tall iconic
image of James on a mural
in downtown Cleveland on
Saturday. The billboard has
dominated the city’s skyline
for years but is being re-
moved after the superstar
announced he was leaving
the Cavaliers for the Miami
Heat.

As strips of the image of
James, his arms out-
stretched and head thrown
back after doing his pregame
powder toss, began coming
off, pedestrians stopped on
Ontario Street to take photos
and cars pulled to the side for
one last look at No. 23, who
has gone from being a home-
town hero to villain.

“We are removing the Le-
Bron James Witness mural
in downtown Cleveland and
expect the process to be
completed within a few
days,” Nike spokesman Ke-
Juan Wilkins said in an e-
mail to The Associated
Press.

Wilkins said he does not
yet know what the compa-

ny’s plans are with the gigan-
tic sign, which includes the
phrase: “We Are All Witness-
es” over James’ image.

On Friday, several fans
gathered on the sidewalk
outside the Landmark Office
Tower as workers prepared
to remove the billboard.

“My mom wanted us to
get a picture of it before they
brought it down,” said Kayla
Mack of Norwalk, Ohio. “It’s
very bittersweet.”

After James announced

his decision to leave Cleve-
land as a free agent Thurs-
day night, some irate Cavs
fans feeling betrayed by the
Akron native they’ve
cheered for since he was a
teenager, burned the two-
time MVP’s jersey.

Others hurled rocks at the
mural, which towers over the
corners of Ontario and
Prospect avenues — a long 3-
pointer from Quicken Loans
Arena, home of the Cava-
liers.

Elsewhere, James jerseys
— the ones not on fire — can
be found at discounted rates
as merchants look to get rid
of their inventories of Cleve-
land’s career scoring leader
and arguably the most cele-
brated pro athlete in the
city’s history.

At Dick’s Sporting Goods
in Westlake, James jerseys
have been reduced to $29.99
with the store offering a fur-
ther 75 percent reduction. T-
shirts and other merchandise
with James’ face or number
on it are also at bargain
prices.

Businesses are also of-
fering perks in exchange
for James’ jersey. At Mc-
Nulty’s Bier Market in Ohio
City, anyone turning in a
James jersey or T-shirt got
a free beer. Anyone with a
T-shirt, hat or tattoo fea-
turing another Cleveland
sports star got a free sec-
ond round.

In addition, Fat-
head.com, an online retailer
owned by Cavs owner Dan
Gilbert dropped the price of
its LeBron Fathead wall de-
cals from $99.99 to $17.41,
which happens to be the
same year Revolutionary
War traitor Benedict Arnold
was born.

Deals for James’ Cavaliers memorabilia pop up all over town
as fans lament the loss of the forward to Miami in free agency

NBA NOTEBOOK

Bobcats’ Felton
signs with Knicks

AP photo

Cavaliers fan Thomas Johnson, holding his son Thomaj, 4,
shows his feelings after LeBron James signed with the
Miami Heat on Thursday.

From wire reports

CHARLOTTE — The Char-
lotte Bobcats will have a new
starting point guard next
season.

Five years after the Bob-
cats drafted him fifth over-
all, Raymond Felton agreed
to join the New York Knicks.
Though precise terms have
yet to be finalized, Felton
will make $15.8 million for
the next two seasons, accord-
ing to the New York Post.
The Knicks might get a third
season at the team’s op-
tion.

Felton had said repeated-
ly he wanted to remain a
Bobcat. He’s lived his whole
life in the Carolinas, first
growing up in Latta, S.C.,
then winning a national
championship with North
Carolina in 2005.

But the Bobcats showed
little interest in retaining
him once he became an un-
restricted free agent July 1.
Felton turned down a long-
term deal last summer that
would have paid him about 6
million a year. Then he per-
formed poorly in a playoff
sweep by the Orlando Magic,
outplayed by Jameer Nel-
son.

Aminu inks rookie
contract with Clippers

LOS ANGELES — The Los
Angeles Clippers have signed
draft picks Al-Farouq Aminu
of Wake Forest and Eric
Bledsoe of Kentucky.

Aminu, a forward, was
the eighth overall pick in last
month’s NBA draft. Bledsoe,
a guard, was the 18th pick
whom the Clippers acquired
in a draft day trade after he
was originally chosen by Ok-
lahoma City.

Aminu left Wake Forest
after averaging 15.8 points,
10.7 rebounds and 4.4 blocks
in his sophomore season.

Bledsoe averaged 11.3
points, 2.9 assists and 3.1 re-
bounds as a freshman at
Kentucky.

The rookies’ signings end-
ed a busy week for the Clip-
pers, who also signed free
agents Brian Cook, Randy
Foye and Ryan Gomes.

Magic consider
matching Redick offer

ORLANDO, Fla. — Orlan-
do Magic general manager
Otis Smith plans to take “the
full seven days” to decide
whether to match an offer
sheet the Chicago Bulls made
for restricted free agent J.J.
Redick.

Smith said Redick, a for-
mer Duke star, is a “part of
our team” and Orlando
would “like to keep him.”

The Bulls reportedly
signed Redick to a $19 mil-

lion, three-year offer sheet.
Because Redick is a restrict-
ed free agent, the Magic can
match any offer for him
within seven days.

Cavs get future picks
for LeBron James

CLEVELAND — The Cava-
liers made sure they got
something back for LeBron
James.

After losing the superstar
to Miami, the Cavs worked
out a deal with the Heat, ac-
quiring two future first-
round draft picks and two
second-round picks.

Cleveland gets two first
rounders starting in 2013 and
continuing through 2017, and
the Heat’s 2012 second-round
pick from New Orleans and
a future second-round pick
Miami acquired from Okla-
homa City.

The Cavs also have the
right to swap first-round
picks with the Heat in 2012.
Cleveland also picked up a
trade exception that could be
worth up to $16 million.

Hornets agree to terms
with guard Head

NEW ORLEANS — The
New Orleans Hornets have
reached an agreement on a
two-year contract with vet-
eran guard Luther Head.

The Hornets are not an-
nouncing the deal yet be-
cause Head still must pass
his physical, but Head’s
agent, Mark Bartelstein, said
the deal paying Head about
$2.5 million over two years is
done.

The 6-foot-3 Head is en-
tering his sixth NBA season.
He has played with Houston,
Miami and Indiana. Last sea-
son with the Pacers, he av-
eraged 7.6 points, 1.7 re-
bounds and 1.5 assists in 47
games.

Derek Fisher meets
with Riley, Heat

LOS ANGELES — Derek
Fisher and the Lakers have
reached an impasse in con-
tract negotiations, and the
free-agent guard flew to Mia-
mi to meet with Heat Presi-
dent Pat Riley on Saturday to
see whether a deal can be
reached to Fisher’s liking.

A source close to Fisher
said the guard would like to
remain with the Lakers and
that negotiations are amica-
ble, but that Fisher wants to
explore his options, especial-
ly now that Dwyane Wade,
LeBron James and Chris
Bosh have joined forces on a
Heat team some consider
one of the favorites to win
the NBA title.


