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‘I’m here today
because I want to play
for a championship’.
— Mark Gottfried
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New Pack leader
! Mark Gottfried
is introduced as
N.C. State’s
basketball coach.
By Bret Strelow

Staff writer

RALEIGH — Athletic director Debbie Yow, seated
adjacent to Mark Gottfried,
lowered her right arm and
squeezed Gottfried’s left hand
as chancellor Randy Woodson
introduced N.C. State’s next
basketball coach Tuesday.
Yow
and
Gottfried,
friends for nearly 30 years,
are tackling this rebuilding
project together.
Three weeks after the
Wolfpack parted ways with

Sidney
Lowe,
Gottfried
agreed to a five-year contract worth $1.2 million annually. The deal automatically includes a two-year extension if N.C. State reaches the
NCAA tournament in either
of the next two seasons.
The 47-year-old Gottfried,
delivering a message to players attending the press conference, said he won’t back
down from anybody while
challenging North Carolina
and Duke for ACC supremacy. He coached 10-plus seasons at Alabama, leading the
Crimson Tide to a No. 1 ranking in 2003 and an Elite Eight
berth one year later.
“That ain’t enough for
me,” Gottfried said. “I’m
here today because I want to
See GOTTFRIED, Page 3C

Mark Fredrick
Gottfried
Birthdate:
Jan. 20, 1964

Hometown:
Mobile, Ala.
Coaching
history:
Assistant coach,
UCLA, 1987-95;
head coach,
Murray State
1996-98; head
coach, Alabama,
1999-2009

New coach tempers Yow’s
enthusiasm with reality

RALEIGH — For 45
minutes Tuesday, Debbie
Yow sat inside Vaughn
Towers with a Joker-like
grin across her face. After
three frustrating weeks of
hunting for a new
basketball coach, Yow
finally had her man.
God, it felt good.
It didn’t matter that the
N.C. State search, for the
second time in five years,
had been a truly
discouraging experience with
so many failed advances it
was starting to resemble “A
Night at the Roxbury.”
On Tuesday, only the end
result mattered. And Yow

Former coach’s lawsuit
against FSU reinstated

Former Fayetteville State
University women’s basketball
coach Eric Tucker will get a second chance in his lawsuit against
the university.
A North Carolina appeals
court reinstated the lawsuit
Tuesday, a year after it had been
dismissed in Cumberland County
Superior Court.
Tucker had sued FSU and
Chancellor James A. Anderson,
claiming he was forced into retirement. Tucker, 55, retired in
April 2009 following allegations
of verbal abuse.
The lawsuit was originally
dismissed in April 2010, and

Tucker appealed to the N.C.
Court of Appeals in June.
In an opinion released Tuesday, the appeals court said Tucker made a sufficient allegation of
breach of contract to justify the
lawsuit moving forward.
Whether a breach actually occurred is to be decided by either
summary judgment or trial, according to the opinion, which was
agreed upon by three appellate
judges.
Tucker was unaware of the
appeals court opinion when contacted by a reporter Tuesday.
“I’m very happy to hear that,”
he said. “It’s just like a
dream.”
See TUCKER, next page

Pictured above:
N.C. State’s new
basketball coach
Mark Gottfried
speaks following
his introduction
during a news
conference
Tuesday in
Raleigh. Watch
video of the news
conference at
fayobserver.com.

See WIEDERER, Page 3C

Augusta not kind
to No. 1 Kaymer

! Eric Tucker is suing for a breach of contract,
claiming he was forced into retirement.
By Drew Brooks

*

Online
video

THE MASTERS

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Staff writer

had finally landed a coach
she thinks is a proven
winner, a guy she labeled as
“fearless” a
few dozen
times, a
leader she
believes can
make N.C.
State a
Dan
regular
contender in Wiederer
the ACC.
To Yow’s right sat Mark
Gottfried, the new chief,
once the head coach at
Murray State and Alabama,
but more recently a TV

! The top ranked golfer in the
world has failed to make the
Masters cut three times.
By Paul Newberry

The Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Martin Kaymer got a

Staff file photo

Eric Tucker, who led the Broncos to a CIAA
tournament title in 2010, said that his forced
retirement ruined his life and that, while he
has come to enjoy the retired life, he wants to
coach again.

little jolt of adrenaline when he turned onto
Magnolia Lane for the first time this year.
He’s the guy everyone else is chasing.
He’s No. 1.
Then, back to reality.
Major season begins at Augusta National,
a course that’s bedeviled the 26-year-old
German in his young career. Three times,
he’s played the Masters. Three times, he’s
failed to make it to the weekend.
“I haven’t done well here,” Kaymer said
Tuesday. “But, you know, there’s always a
See MASTERS, Page 6C

Kaymer
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analyst for ESPN.
Gottfried, like a true pro,
was saying all the right
things. Brushing aside the
fact that his return to
college coaching
materialized only because
so many other desired
candidates ran away from
the opportunity like it was
an angry stray dog with
rabies, Gottfried puffed his
chest.
He openly embraced the
always fanatical and
sometimes delusional wishes
of the Wolfpack fan base.
He expressed eagerness
about sharing a
neighborhood with Duke and
North Carolina. He Sharpied
the words “national
championship” onto his goal
list.
Yow could hardly contain
herself. She kept talking
about his fire and
intelligence. Then came the
moment we should all index
for future reference.
Squirming excitedly in her
chair, Yow gushed about
how Gottfried had taken
Alabama to No. 1 in 2003
and to the Elite Eight the
next season. And in the
ultimate “stay tuned”
teaser, she promised
Gottfried would soon
assemble a coaching staff
that would knock everyone’s
socks off.
“My goodness. My
goodness,” Yow said. “We’re
back. We’re in the game.”
Gottfried flinched, if only
for a second.
“Slow down a little,
Debbie,” he said with a
laugh. “Slow down. We’re
not back yet. We’re almost
back.”
Interpret that however
you’d like. If you file it
away as evidence that even
the State athletic director
sometimes lets her ambition
and confidence run too wild,
you wouldn’t be wrong. And
if you recognize it as proof
that Gottfried has the
perspective to stay realistic
on this climb, that would be
fair too.

Player reaction
Multiple players, most
notably freshman Ryan
Harrow, seemed downright
confused, speaking in very
uncertain terms about their
futures in Raleigh.
Others, like forward
Richard Howell, couldn’t
completely erase the
memory from 24 hours
earlier, when at the tail end
of a day in which three
candidates, including VCU
headliner Shaka Smart,
withdrew from
consideration for the job,
Yow gathered the Pack
players to console them.
“I’m excited. I’m
confused,” he said. “I’m
happy. I’m shocked. There
wasn’t any smiling in
(Monday’s) meeting, I can
tell you that. It was
depressing. But we reacted
with no way of knowing
what the next day would
hold.”
The good news for State
is it no longer has a job
opening, which means the
Pack no longer has the eyes
of national experts watching
or the Tweets about its
perceived ineptitude flying
around. The better news is
that Gottfried is, without
question, equipped to have
greater success than Sidney
Lowe ever did.
But the revival in
Raleigh will take time. It
will require an inspiring
vision from Gottfried and
the commitment of his
players. Most of all it will
take a slogan as a reminder
of patience.
“Slow down a little,
Debbie. We’re not back yet.
We’re almost back.”
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be
reached at
wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.
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WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP
TEXAS A&M 76, NOTRE DAME 70

B A S K E T B A L L C OAC H E S

Adams paces
WHERE DID
EVERYBODY GO? Aggies to title
S i nc e the e nd o f t he re gu l ar s e a s o n, e ight m aj o r
c o n fe re nc e pro g ra m s have hi re d new c o ache s. He re’s a
q uick s n a ps hot o f t he c o m i ngs a nd go i ngs.

N.C. State

Missouri

Oklahoma

Tennessee

Out: Sidney Lowe
(resigned)

Out: Mike Anderson
(to Arkansas)

Out: Jeff Capel
(fired)

Out: Bruce Pearl
(fired)

In: Mark Gottfried
(last at Alabama
in 2009)

In: Frank Haith
(from Miami)

In: Lon Kruger
(from UNLV)

In: Cuonzo
Martin (from
Missouri State)

Arkansas

Ga. Tech

Providence

Texas Tech

Out: John
Pelphrey (fired)

Out: Paul Hewitt
(fired)

Out: Keno Davis
(fired)

Out: Pat Knight
(fired)

In: Mike
Anderson (from
Missouri)

In: Brian Gregory
(from Dayton)

In: Ed Cooley
(from Fairfield)

In: Billy Gillispie
(last at Kentucky
in 2009)

Gottfried
From Page 1C
play for a championship.”
Gottfried was an Oral
Roberts freshman in 1982
when he met Yow, then the
school’s women’s basketball
coach. He dated Margie Jackson, one of Yow’s players,
and a poor practice from
Jackson would lead Yow to
ask Gottfried if the couple
was having problems.
That comfort level with
Gottfried still exists, although
Yow felt compelled to defend
her working relationships as
an athletic director following
a search that featured serious
discussions with Texas’ Rick
Barnes, Arizona’s Sean Miller
and
Virginia
Commonwealth’s Shaka Smart. Yow,
who had contentious dealings
with Gary Williams before
she left Maryland for N.C.
State last year, turned her focus to Gottfried after Smart
withdrew his name from consideration Monday, prolonging a search in which she was
often cast by the national me-

dia as overbearing.
“I don’t have a reputation
across all men’s basketball as
being difficult to work with,”
Yow said. “I have a reputation of not getting along with
Gary Williams, who has tried
to sabotage the search. Come
on, we all know that. Whatever.”

Showing interest
A few weeks ago, a mutual friend left Yow a phone
message asserting that Gottfried had interest in the N.C.
State opening. He resigned
from Alabama midway
through the 2009 season and
has been working as an ESPN television analyst while
living with his wife in Orange
Beach, Ala., so Yow didn’t believe he’d give up that
lifestyle for what she called
the “meat grinder.”
Yow called Gottfried last
week and asked him to fly directly to Raleigh once he left
the Final Four in Houston.
The national championship
game was played Monday,
the same day Smart agreed
to an extension with VCU,
and an emailed letter from

Yow reached N.C. State fans
only a few minutes after the
game began.
The letter detailed the obstacles involved with the
search, namely the fact that
the Wolfpack had missed
each of the last five NCAA
tournaments.
“I don’t have a crystal
ball, and I had no way of
knowing yesterday that (a
hiring) would happen today,”
Yow said.
Gottfried served as an assistant for UCLA’s national
championship team in 1995,
and he was 33 years old when
he left his first head coaching
job at Murray State for Alabama.
The Crimson Tide participated in five straight NCAA
tournaments from 2002-06.
“Growing up, I’ve always
been a competitive guy,” N.C.
State sophomore Scott Wood
said. “Whether it’s poker or
Monopoly, I want to win. So
bringing in a coach who
thinks the same way definitely helps.”
Staff writer Bret Strelow can be
reached at strelowb@fayobserver.com
or 486-3513.

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS
—
Danielle Adams scored 22 of
her 30 points in a dominating
second half and Texas A&M
beat Notre Dame 76-70 on
Tuesday night to win its first
national championship.
Texas A&M (33-5) built an
early 13-point lead with its
aggressive defense, fell behind by seven in the second
half, then rallied by pounding
the ball inside to the 6-foot1 Adams, who bulled her way
to 9-for-11 shooting in the final 20 minutes.
Tyra White added 18
points for the Aggies, including a huge 3-pointer as the
shot clock buzzer sounded to
put A&M up 73-68 with 1:07
left.
That was enough to bring
the title to a school that
didn’t even admit women until 1963 and deny a second
championship to Notre
Dame (31-8), which won 10
years ago in St. Louis.
Skylar Diggins led the
Irish in this improbable title
game matchup of No. 2 seeds
with 23 points. Devereaux
Peters had 21 points and 11
rebounds for Notre Dame,
which was burned by A&M’s
68 percent (15-for-22) second-half shooting.
The game was a backand-forth battle from the
outset.
Peters scored 10 points
and Notre Dame ended the

half on a 23-8 run to take a
35-33 lead. Rattled early by
the in-your-face defense that
is A&M’s trademark, the
Irish fell behind by 13 points
midway through the first
half, then clawed back once
they started taking care of
the ball.
Peters was the most effective, making her first four
shots, including a nifty overthe-shoulder flip as she was
going past the basket on the
right side. Another Peters
bucket cut the lead to 29-24
and the Irish trailed just 3331 when Diggins hit a short
jumper from the right side as
the shot clock buzzer sounded.
Becca Bruszewski’s layup
pulled the Irish into a tie and
Diggins, held in check early,
sliced through the defense
for a layup with just under a
minute to play to give Notre
Dame its first lead. Diggins
had 8 points at halftime.
“Glad we came back,”
A&M coach Gary Blair said.
“We had a bad 10 minutes in
the first half. We found a way
to come back, and Danielle
got the ball inside.”
A&M’s defensive pressure
threw the Irish off kilter at
the start. Notre Dame turned
the ball over on its first two
possessions and after 31/2
minutes, the Irish had five
turnovers, had managed only
one shot and the Aggies led
10-4.
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Texas A&M's Danielle Adams (23) is defended closely by
Notre Dame's Natalie Achonwa.

