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Full Draft analysis:
For more on each prospect, visit our
Court Vision blog at acc.fayobserver.com.
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Chatter
tracker

STEPHEN
CURRY
Davidson
“You really don’t
want him to play
the point exclusively.
He can work the
pick-and-roll really
well and he’s
obviously a very
good shooter. But
don’t tell him he
has to be your point
guard. … You have
to get him help
from your three and
from the one.”

Dan Wiederer, the Observer’s college

basketball writer, recently asked a pair
of NBA scouts to break down nine players
of local interest waiting to be selected in
Thursday’s NBA Draft. Here’s the abbreviated
version of those thoughts.

Tyler
Hansbrough
North Carolina

Gerald
Henderson
Duke

“Even though he
was once widely
thought of as being
an end of the first
round guy, it won’t
surprise me if on
draft night if he
swims upstream.
Because you’re
looking at a bunch
of names and you’re
saying, ‘Well, I’m not
really sold on this
guy yet.’ … And at a
certain point in the
draft, somebody is
going to say, ‘We
know what we’re
getting with
Hansbrough.’ “

“If things go well, he
should be in the
league for a long,
long time. He’s not
going to be a miss.
He’s going to wind
up being a guy who’s
a pretty good player
or maybe an excellent
player. If he’s a pretty
good player, he’ll play
for a long time and
never be an All-Star. I
can see that. Or the
upside for him is that
he takes a couple
more leaps ahead in
his development and
maybe he does turn
out to be an All-Star
player.”

Jeff Teague
Wake Forest
“Teague is small for
a shooting guard
and he isn’t a true
point. So I don’t
think there’s the
consensus on him
that you have with
other players. I don’t
know that he stands
out a lot in this
group of unproven
players where people
say ‘There’s nothing
not to like about
him.’ He’s not going
to grow. But he is
quick and he has
that going for him.”

Eric Maynor
Virginia
Commonwealth

James
Johnson
Wake Forest

“He’s a guy who’s
good enough to
make the league and
will play in the
league. But he
doesn’t have the
kind of real special
abilities where he’ll
ever emerge as a
legitimate starter. I
could be wrong. But
he’s a little small
and not a great
shooter. He’s a smart
player and he seems
to be one of those
guys with a knack
for making shots
when they count,
which any coach is
going to love.”

“There are many
things he’s able to
do. So I’d feel
comfortable drafting
him in that top 20.
Because the way he
plays he’s going to
be able to do some
different things even
when he gets older.
You look at him and
think that even when
he loses a little bit
of his bounce, he
can still be effective
inside and outside.”

Not everyone thinks
Hansbrough will be a bust
Dan
Wiederer

For Tyler Hansbrough, the
experience of last month’s NBA
Pre-Draft combine was, in many
ways, fruitless.
The drill-heavy, no-game format,
used primarily to obtain
measurables on 52 draft eligible
players, was void of the hand-tohand combat that so fuels him.
Sure, Hansbrough’s no-step
vertical jump registered at 27.5
inches. But is that truly a strong
indicator of his rebounding prowess?
And yeah, the official scale weighed

Ty Lawson
North Carolina
“There are still a lot
of questions on just
how high he can go.
It’s conceivable that
Lawson could go
pretty high or he
could fall into the
20s. There’s no
consensus there. In
Carolina’s run to the
national title, I know
people were
impressed by his grit,
his toughness and
his ability to take
some hits. There are
plenty of believers
now in how good he
can be. I know that.
And he should be
concerned more with
where he goes and
to which team as
opposed to what
number he’s taken.”

Wayne
Ellington
North Carolina

Danny
Green
North Carolina

“When you see him
have a hot game,
he looks like a
legitimate first round
NBA player. … But
have those blow-up
games been his
consistent
performance over
three years in
college? Not really.
He has ability to
shoot the ball. If he
can prove that
consistently and get
to a team that can
use the ability that
he has, then things
could go very well
for him and he
could have a long
career.”

“He’s tough —
mentally tough and
physically rugged for
his position and
that’s good. But the
consistency of his
outside game? He’s
going to have to
deliver that. That’s
got to be something
you’ll be able to
mark down. If
somebody picked
him in the second
round, I wouldn’t be
surprised. And if
nobody picks him at
all, that wouldn’t
surprise me either.”

him at 234 pounds. But could it
really gauge the competitive fire
burning inside his belly?
For Hansbrough, this was more
like a schoolboy’s routine trip to the
doctor’s office than a gladiator’s
march into the Colosseum. So was it
any surprise that North Carolina’s
four-time All-American returned
from Chicago practically yawning?
“There wasn’t much to it,” he
said. “I’m not really sure how much
you could really get out of that.”

% Who should
the Bobcats
take with
their first
pick? Four
sportswriters
weigh in.
% Dan’s mock
draft
% More on
Westover grad
Eric Maynor

See HANSBROUGH, Page 5C

SWAMPDOGS 7, BLOWFISH 6

COMING
THURSDAY

COLLEGE WORLD SERIES

9th-inning walk-off single Jung pitches Texas to win,
for Fayetteville’s Skirving forcing deciding game three
By Andrew Johnson

staff writer

It wasn’t about how
Fayetteville
SwampDogs
catcher Matt Skirving started the game Tuesday night
against the Columbia Blowfish, but how he ended it.
After going 0-4 on the
evening, the sophomore from
Eastern Michigan hit a walk-

off RBI single to left field
that sealed a 7-6 victory for
the SwamDogs and left the
Blowfish with a long drive
home.
With two outs in the
bottom of the ninth inning
and runners on first and
second, Skirving popped
an 0-1 fastball to left
field.

“He made a good pitch
and I’ve been pulling off a
lot lately,” Skirving said. “I
just managed to get enough
of the bat on the ball and
got it in between the shortstop and left fielder. I
didn’t hit it well, but it did
the job.”
For the SwampDogs, it was
See SWAMPDOGS, Page C5

! Freshman allows LSU just five
hits in complete game.
By Eric Olson

The Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Freshman Taylor Jungmann limited LSU to five hits in his first
complete game, and Russell Moldenhauer
hit his record-tying fourth home run of the
College World Series as Texas evened the

best-of-three finals, 5-1 over LSU on Tuesday night.
The top-seeded Longhorns (50-15-1)
forced a winner-take-all game tonight for
the national championship. LSU (55-17),
ranked No. 1 in the major polls, lost for the
first time in 15 games.
Jungmann, who threw six pitches all for
balls in a short relief appearance in Game 1
Monday, struck out nine against an LSU offense that averaged 9.5 runs in its first four
CWS games.
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clutch hitting that mattered.
“We’ve been battling all
night and our pitchers kept
us in it,” Skirving said. “I was
hoping I got another chance
to help the team win and contribute to the game tonight
and I was able to do that. I
guess better late than never.”
Third baseman Eric
Grabe set up Skirving’s
walk-off single. Grabe hit a
liner to right field that
scored two runs to tie the
game 6-6.
“That was very clutch for
us,” Manager Darrell Handelsman said. “He’s been
swinging the bat much better
lately for the last week or so
and gaining more confidence
every day. That was a huge
hit for us right there.”
The Blowfish took a 5-4
lead in the sixth inning when
Cameron White scored on an

The truth was that
Hansbrough was itching to
get into his subsequent
workouts for NBA teams,
the ones where he could go
head-to-head with other
prospects and showcase his
competitive drive and
focus.
All those doubters who
look at Hansbrough as a
bust in the NBA? All those
people who see his 2008
National Player of the
Year trophies and start
listing the others — the
J.J. Redicks and Andrew
Boguts and Calbert
Cheaneys — who never
became stars at the next
level?
“All the criticism has
become mundane to me, to
be honest with you,”
Hansbrough said. “I’ve
been proving myself ever
since high school. People
didn’t think I was going to
be any good in college.”
So here we are in late
June, just a day before
Thursday’s NBA Draft
provides the bridge
between Hansbrough’s
college and pro careers
and the authorities are still
conducting an intense
examination on the
suitcase of skills that
UNC’s burly forward is
toting with him.
That herky-jerky,
lowered-shoulder, shotput
jump hook? It still looks
really awkward. But it did
help produce 2,872 points
at Carolina.
That supposed lack of
elite athleticism and
quickness? It’s a concern.
But it hasn’t really
hindered Hansbrough to
date.
So now what?

Staff photo by Sam Saccone

SwampDogs pitcher Ryan Daniel throws Tuesday at J.P.
Riddle Stadium.
error by Jared Humphreys.
But just when they appeared
to have control of the game,
the SwampDogs’ clutch hitting enabled them to escape
a nail-biter.
“It’s not how many you
get, it’s when you get them,”

Handelsman said. “And we
got them at the right
time.”
Tom Schmidt earned his
fourth win for Fayetteville.
Staff writer Andrew Johnson can be
reached at
johnsonan@fayobserver.com.

This is a pretty shakey
suspension bridge for Manny
While the Dodgers were
playing the 42nd game of
Manny Ramirez’s 50-game
suspension Tuesday, Manny
Ramirez was doing
something very strange.
He was playing for the
Dodgers.
Well, not exactly, but
close enough, as he was
playing on a Dodgerssponsored team, with
Dodgers-funded teammates
and coaches, in a stadium
where a portion of the
ticket revenue is sent to
Major League Baseball.
Manny Ramirez playing
for the triple-A
Albuquerque Isotopes is as
weird as the word Isotope.
Why is Ramirez allowed
to play there? Why is
Ramirez allowed to play
anywhere? Since when are
players allowed to turn a
rehab assignment into a
detox assignment?
And why can’t baseball
punish a guy without also
apologizing to him?
Sorry about those 50
games, slugger. You can use
our minor league club to get
back in shape before the
suspension ends, come back
at full strength, is that OK?
Under the current rules,
I don’t blame the Dodgers
for sending them there, and
it’s hard to blame
Albuquerque for trying to
make a few bucks off the
circus, but there is
something fundamentally
wrong about all of this. I
blame the entire major
league baseball system -from the commissioner’s
office to the union to the
individual clubs -- because
nobody saw this coming.
When negotiating the
drug policy three years
ago, baseball officials felt
they had to allow for
minor league rehab
assignments in order to get
union agreement on a 50game suspension total. The
union was claiming that,
otherwise, with the player
needing to get back in
shape, the suspensions
actually would amount to
more than 60 games.
Officials were also
receiving pressure from
their clubs to allow the
players to do rehab

Bill Plaschke
assignments during the
suspensions, instead of
later, so the teams did not
have to pay the players
while they were in the
minor leagues.
In the end, the baseball
bosses were so desperate
for any sort of penalty,
they caved in to everybody.
And perhaps they hoped
that everyone would be so
happy the druggies were
finally being punished,
nobody would notice.
Well, today, we all
notice.
Today, a suspended
baseball player is back on
a field playing baseball and
making money for the
same people who
suspended him.
Today, a shamed drug
offender is basking in the
national attention and
adulation created by the
same people who shamed
him.
Today, a troublemaker
who is currently being
suspended from high school
is enjoying private tutoring
from his teachers in a
simulated classroom
environment filled with
students, and where’s the
learning in that?

This is not the first time
this has happened this
season, as the Philadelphia
Phillies’ J.C. Romero
quietly made five
appearances in the minor
leagues before completing
his 50-game substance
suspension.
Did it help? Well,
Romero began his season
with six consecutive
scoreless games, and has
given up one run in nine
innings so, yeah.
Romero is a fairly
anonymous middle reliever,
and didn’t draw grab the
national attention of
Ramirez, but it was wrong
then, and it is wrong now.
Baseball needs to fix it
before it happens again,
and baseball knows it.
“This has never been a
point of contention before,”
said Pat O’Conner, Minor
League Baseball president.
“But it’s a whole new era.”
Currently, O’Conner’s
teams don’t have a choice
but to accept players like
Ramirez. Major League
Baseball is in the middle of
a 10-year agreement with
Minor League Baseball that
includes what is known as
the “Rule 9(i) rehab.”
The rule allows
suspended or injured major
league players to spend 10
days (hitters) or 16 days
(pitchers) in the minor
leagues before returning to
the active list.
“We can’t pick and
choose who we’ll accept,”
O’Conner said.

Great expectations
For a good chunk of
May, Hansbrough’s draft
preparation included
detailed tutorial sessions
with Jerry DeGregorio, the
former director of player
development for the Los
Angeles Clippers.
DeGregorio, also an
assistant coach for the NBA
Development League’s
Fayetteville Patriots in
2004-05, knows the
criticisms of Hansbrough’s
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game. Yet he also knows
enough about life at the
next level to offer his
unwavering endorsement of
the UNC star.
“Tyler already has all
the ingredients to be a
great pro,” DeGregorio
said. “I really mean that.
We’re just working on
teaching him a lot of stuff
he doesn’t know yet.”
For starters, that means
schooling Hansbrough on
how to create more space
offensively — how to jab
step and counter, how to
read his defender and
instinctively adjust both
horizontally and vertically
to get his shot off.
Beyond that, DeGregorio
consistently asks all the
players he mentors for the
next level one
straightforward question:
What can you do that is
NBA great?
“The NBA is not about,
‘What kinds of things can
you do OK?,’ ” he said.
“It’s about, ‘What can you
do NBA great?’ ”
So what skills does
Hansbrough have that
stand out?
DeGregorio believes he
can be an NBA great
rebounder and an NBA great
defender from block to
block. And if Hansbrough
can learn the nuances of
creating space, he also has
the potential in DeGregorio’s
eyes to become an NBA
great mid-range shooter.
As for all the doubters?
DeGregorio believes they
have simply been lured
into overanalyzing
Hansbrough’s game.
“He has a chance to be
a great pro,” DeGregorio
said. “There are a lot of
things he can do that he
does unbelievably well. His
defense. His tenacity. His
strength in the post. And
his effort. He plays every
possession as if it’s his last.
That’s something you can’t
coach. It’s just something
he has and it’s at an
amazing level.”

Potential energy
Perhaps, then, it should
be no surprise that
Hansbrough’s draft stock
suddenly has a large uparrow next to it. At just
the right time too.
Once considered a late
first-round pick, a guy
destined to be taken
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somewhere in the 20s,
Hansbrough is now drawing
serious consideration as a
lottery pick, slotted as high
as No. 11 in some mock
drafts.
That’s no stretch,
according to one NBA
scout, who’s analyzed a
draft pool filled with
unknown quantities and
loves the certainty
Hansbrough provides.
Sure, Ohio State center
B.J. Mullens may be 3.5
inches taller and is widely
considered to have more
upside than Hansbrough. But
does that make him a better
selection on draft night?
Said the scout: “With a
guy like Mullens, are you
going to say, ‘We’ll take
him and see if we can get
something from him in
three years?’ Or are you
going to say ‘I need
somebody who can get me
rebounds off the bench the
next three years’ and pick
Tyler Hansbrough? I really
think that at some point
that decision is going to be
made. And it might be a
little sooner than a lot of
people think.”
No doubt all this is music
to Hansbrough’s ears as he
awaits his next big moment.
For the better part of the
last 12 months, the UNC
star has heard every
criticism there is. And it’s
easy to understand why such
nitpickers irk him to no end.
Take a look at the
resume, he’ll say. He’s the
all-time leading scorer in
ACC history. He won three
ACC championships, went
to two Final Fours.
He’s a national
champion.
“You tell me. I think I
did some pretty great things
in college,” Hansbrough
said. “This is just the next
step. I’m used to people
wanting to knock my game.
But I’m also ready to prove
them all wrong.”
But that’s not all this is
about either.
“You also have to
realize that it’s always
been a dream of mine to
play in the NBA,”
Hansbrough said. “This
isn’t all about going out
there just to prove people
wrong. I’m confident in my
skills. I know what I can
bring to a team. I’m just
ready now to fulfill a
lifelong dream.”

