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Ginyard’s
living
nightmare
CHAPEL HILL — Of all
the questions …
Marcus Ginyard looks as
if an anvil just dropped
into his lap.
Stuck in the middle of
the worst tailspin of his
college basketball career,
Ginyard cannot explain the
freefall of the North
Carolina basketball team, a
slide that’s now battered
the Tar Heels with six
defeats in the last eight
games.
This is UNC, home of
the defending national
champions, the program
that’s produced 11 National
Players of the Year and 27
ACC championships and,
before this winter, three
consecutive 30-win seasons.
That’s
North
Carolina
basketball.
Or it’s
supposed to
be anyway.
Yet now
Ginyard is
Ginyard
living
through this disaster, a sixweek skid in which
confusion and failure have
taken over.
Here he is struggling
through a fifth-year —
once thought to be a
blessing — that now feels
like purgatory?
Then comes that cruel,
sobering question.
“Marcus,” a reporter
says, “is there a realization
that this may not be an
NCAA tournament team?”
Ginyard’s eyes drift
away.
He puffs his cheeks and
starts clicking his tongue.
Thirteen seconds pass.
He drops his chin and
stares into the carpet.
“Certainly not playing
like it,” he mumbles.
The North Carolina Tar
Heels? Not an NCAA
tournament team?
Marcus Ginyard, once
celebrated as one of the
See WIEDERER, Page 8C

NORTH CAROLINA
AT MARYLAND

% When: 2 p.m. today
% Where: Comcast Center in
College Park, Md.
% Records: North Carolina
13-9, 2-5 ACC; Maryland
15-6, 5-2
% On the air: Fox Carolinas,
990 AM, 1540 AM, 96.5 FM,
105.5 FM

KEYS TO
VICTORY

COLTS’ KEYS

SAINTS’ KEYS

1. BALL SECURITY

1. DO UNTO
PEYTON AS YOU
DID UNTO BRETT
Hit Colts quarterback
Peyton Manning a bunch,
make his ankle and
hamstring all
purple-looking, like the
ones in those photos Brett
Favre’s agent bizarrely
released in the wake of the
Vikings’ loss to New
Orleans. You have to think
the officiating crew is going
to be all over that, though,
especially after Saints
defensive coordinator Gregg
Williams chirped about
“remember me” hits last
week. But if New Orleans
weathers a hanky-fest early,
will the zebras still be
penalizing every hit as the
game goes on? Hanky
fatigue seemed to set in
during the Saints-Vikings
game.

The Saints’ defense
finished 25th in the
league in yards allowed
and 26th in pass
defense, but first in
takeaways (39),
intercepted 26 passes
and collected 13
fumbles. Peyton Manning
is going to put up big
passing numbers against
the Saints, but he threw
16 picks this season and
had his highest
interception percentage
since ’02.

>>

2. THE WAITER
AND THE DOG
Just as the Jets did
two weeks ago, the
Saints will focus their
defensive attention on
the Colts’ two 100-catch
receivers — Reggie Wayne
and tight end Dallas
Clark. That will free things
up for Pierre Garcon,
right, and Austin Collie,
who combined for 18
receptions, 274 yards
and two touchdowns in
the AFC Championship
game. They might not put
up those kind of prolific
numbers today, but they
need to be productive if
Manning has trouble
getting the ball to Wayne
and Clark.

<<
>>

3. THE COLTS’
BLITZ
The Colts blitzed a
moderate amount this
season, 10 percent,
according to defensive
coordinator Larry Coyer.
But he’s probably going
to have to increase the
blitz frequency with his
best pass rusher, Dwight
Freeney, still questionable
for tonight’s game. With
the injuries they’ve
already suffered in their
secondary, the Colts are
cooked if they can’t force
Drew Brees to hurry his
throws.

<<
AP file photos

2. GET ANOTHER
VISIT FROM THE
TURNOVER FAIRY
The Vikings hadn’t given
the ball away more than two
times in a game all season
before they handed it to the
Saints five times in the NFC
Championship game. If the
Colts turn it over five times,
the Saints will win.
3. MAKE MANNING
TV’S FAVORITE
SIDELINE SHOT
He can’t score if you
won’t give him the ball. New
Orleans’ offense is almost
as much better than the
Colts’ defense as Manning’s
unit is better than the
Saints’ D. And the Saints
are much more balanced.
Eat up lots of clock and
keep scoring touchdowns,
not kicking field goals. Even
the best offense can get out
of rhythm just sitting
around, and the Super
Bowl, with all the
commercials, provides
plenty of opportunities for
that anyway.
The Philadelphia Enquirer

INSIDE: More Super Bowl coverage, Pages 4-5C

Danica
delivers
goods
! The IndyCar star
finishes sixth in her
stock car debut.
By Chris Jenkins
The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Bobby Gerhart’s record
sixth victory at Daytona International Speedway was
overshadowed by the successful stock car debut of IndyCar star Danica Patrick,
who finished sixth Saturday
in the crash-filled ARCA
race.
Patrick spent much of
the race among the top 10 in
her widely anticipated stock
car racing debut, but she
bumped fenders with Nelson
Piquet Jr. and spun out
through the infield grass on
lap 54, costing her any hopes
of a victory.
But she passed several
cars in the closing laps of
the ARCA season opener,
and got as high as fifth with
three laps left.
“It was a lot of fun,”
See DANICA, Page 8C

ON THE
WEB

*

SUPER BOWL XLIV

% What does
Thomas Pope
think of Danica’s debut? Find
out at fayobserver.com/blogs.

Martin,
Junior
out front
for 500

The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Hendrick Motorsports teammates Mark Martin and Dale
Earnhardt Jr. have secured
the front row for next week’s
Daytona 500.
Martin, the only driver to
top 191 mph during qualifying Saturday, earned the first
pole of his career for
NASCAR’s season-opening
race. Earnhardt will start
second, trying to rebound
from the worst season in his
Sprint Cup career.
The front-row sweep continues Hendrick’s domination in the sport. Not only has
Jimmie Johnson won the last
four Cup championships, but
teammates Martin and Jeff
Gordon gave Hendrick a 1-23 finish in the 2009 points
standings.
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Wiederer
From Page 1C
most cheerful and
dependable players in the
program’s history, suddenly
more sullen than Eeyore?
It all feels so awkward.

Stuck in reverse
Not since Benjamin
Button has there been a
story this backward, this
tough to watch and this,
well, curious.
When the season began,
with all the question marks
the Tar Heels faced,
Ginyard was supposed to
be the sure thing. He was
the glue, the veteran
leader, the kid with the
contagious charisma and
the knack for delivering
those timely and invaluable
hustle plays.
Undoubtedly, everyone
figured, his mere presence
would both energize and
calm the young Tar Heels,
catalyzing a season that
would provide a bridge
from NCAA championship
No. 5 to the sixth that
seemed to be on the way.
Instead, in his fifth
winter in Chapel Hill,
Ginyard has been
inconsistent, injured,
startlingly unproductive,
and, perhaps worst of all,
moody.
Ginyard used to be an
open book, free with his
thoughts, willing to joke
with reporters and always
ready to deliver his
thoughtful perspective.
Now he’s choosing his
words very, very carefully
with his new go-to move:
the blank stare, the puffed
cheeks, the tongue clicking,
the prolonged silence.
Ask him if the foot
injuries that have kept him
out of four games this
season continue to hamper
his play and he whispers
that he should be producing
more. Bottom line.
Ask how this season
compares to how he
dreamed it would unfold

AP file photo

In seven ACC games, Marcus Ginyard is shooting 22.9
percent with averages of 3.3 points and 3.6 rebounds.
and Ginyard tries to
convince you — perhaps
trying to convince himself
— that he never had a
vision for Year 5.
“I don’t feel like I
should feel sorry for
myself,” he says. “This is
just a completely different
experience from anything
I’ve ever been through. But
for some reason, it’s an
experience I was meant to
go through.”

‘What might have been’
With only five weeks
and 10 games left for
certain in his college
career, Ginyard’s chances
for redemption are slipping
away. Worse, his
confidence level seems to
have hit rock bottom.
In seven ACC games,
he’s shooting 22.9 percent
with averages of 3.3 points,
3.6 rebounds, 1.7 assists
and 0.6 steals per game.
He was supposed to be
the second-coming of David
Noel, the jovial and
spirited guide for an
inspiring season. Instead,
just like that, he’s become
Byron Sanders with a
bruised psyche.
Physically, after a
career plagued by foot
injuries, Ginyard is no
longer as quick and
explosive as he once was.
That’s obvious. So when
he’s continually asked if
he’s feeling 100 percent, he
can’t answer for certain.

Because, perhaps 100
percent in 2010 ain’t what
100 percent in 2007 once
was.
Mentally, he’s also been
left with the heavy “whatmight-have-been” baggage
of last season, when he
decided in February to
take a medical redshirt
season, then sat on the
bench two months later —
100 percent healthy, mind
you — as his teammates
and best friends dominated
Michigan State to win the
national title.
Even the most positive
kid would struggle with
that.
“Honestly, I’ve never
thought about it at all,”
Ginyard insists. “I passed
up an opportunity. But
there are a handful of
opportunities this year that
I wouldn’t have had if I
didn’t make that decision.”
Somehow, his rationale
seems hollow.

Mental gymnastics
Even UNC coach Roy
Williams has been
staggered by Ginyard’s
crankiness this winter.
Williams loves Ginyard,
calls him “a marvelous
kid.”
“When he walks in a
room, I smile,” Williams
says. “What greater
statement can you make
about somebody?”
But?
“But I get tired of

worrying about a kid’s
psyche. My god, play the
dadgum game. That’s what
it boils down to … I have
been concerned about (his
mental health). I’ve been
greatly concerned about
that. But you know what?
I’m also tired of thinking
about that. It’s time to
play. So either play or
don’t play.”
So now we’re back to
Ginyard and his glum
demeanor. All these
questions are being asked
yet there’s no good way to
answer them.
The wheels turn. There’s
so much Ginyard wants to
say. But he doesn’t know
which thoughts going
through his head are
rational and which are
simply impulsive reactions.
So he looks away, puffs
his cheeks and takes time
to plan his answer.
Like re-reading an
angry e-mail before
pressing “Send.”
“You can never really
prepare for the type of
stress that we’re under,
playing for an elite
program and going through
this,” he says. “There are
times it kills me. And
these emotions can get you
thinking crazy things. But
you never want to be
pushed on your emotions.
You have to follow your
heart but use your head
with what you say.”
So what now? And what
about that one irritating
question — this cruel
premise that UNC will not
be invited to the NCAA
tournament?
“That, to me,” Ginyard
says, “is outside the
equation. That’s out of the
question. I’m not going to
accept that. No. I’m not
accepting that.”
It’d be nice to think
Ginyard had the ability and
control to change it all. A
harsher reality seems to
tell us otherwise.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be
reached at
wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.
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Harvick wins Shootout
By Jenna Fryer
The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Kevin Harvick overcame a
bout with the flu and a
wrecked race car to earn his
second consecutive victory
in the exhibition Budweiser
Shootout
on
Saturday
night.
Too ill to travel to Daytona International Speedway
for the opening of Speedweeks, Harvick turned his
Chevrolet over to Richard
Childress Racing teammate
Clint Bowyer for the first
practice of the season. But
Bowyer was caught in an
early accident that destroyed the No. 29 and forced
the team to pull out its backup.
Jeff Burton practiced
that car for Harvick, who
was in Daytona and feeling
well enough to drive in the
race.

Danica
From Page 1C
Patrick said. “I bumped
from the side. I bumped
from the front. I got bumped
from the back. I learned a
lot, and I had so much fun in
a race car today. So I can’t
wait to do it again.”
But she didn’t have
enough to catch Gerhart,
who has won the ARCA season opener six of the last 12
years. The win snapped a
two-year losing streak at
Daytona.
“As a little kid, I
dreamed of having an opportunity to come here and
race,” Gerhart said. “When
that happens, naturally
comes the passion to come
out and win, but I couldn’t
imagine doing it this many
times. I’ve got to tell you,
though, I hate the number
six. We’ve got to swing for
seven.”

Although he led late, a
caution for Michael Waltrip’s wreck with five laps
remaining muddled what
was shaping up to be a sure
win. Greg Biffle and Kasey
Kahne stayed on the track
during the caution, and Harvick led most of the 24-car
field onto pit road.
He was in fourth when the
race restarted with two laps
to go, but quickly pulled out
of line to dive underneath
Biffle and claim the lead. He
was pulling away when Jeff
Gordon rammed into the
back of Biffle, triggering an
eight-car accident behind the
leader.
NASCAR waited several
moments before calling caution, presumably to see if the
wreckage cleared and the
race could end under green.
Instead, Harvick passed under the yellow flag and won
under caution.
Mark Thompson was second, followed by John Wes
Townley, James Buescher
and Patrick Sheltra.
It was still an impressive
start for Patrick, who will
race a partial schedule in
NASCAR’s second-tier racing series for JR Motorsports. She has not yet decided if she will make her
NASCAR debut next week in
the Nationwide opener at
Daytona, and her experience
Saturday was going to play a
huge factor.
She had not made a decision after the race, but her
car owners seemed pleased.
Dale Earnhardt Jr. sprinted
from the NASCAR drivers
meeting to congratulate her,
while Rick Hendrick was
quick to praise her over the
in-car radio.
“You drove the wheels off
that thing, girl,” Hendrick
told her. “We are proud of
you.”
Patrick replied, “Thank
you very much.”

