Staal agrees to seven-year, $57M deal with Canes. Page 7C

SPORTS

COMING SUNDAY

% Motor Sports Editor Thomas Pope
offers the second in a four-part series
about dirt racing across the country. This
week, he takes us to Pennsylvania
for Part Two.
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A little
celebration
never hurt
anyone

www.fayobserver.com/sports

NORTH CAROLINA 44, RUTGERS 12

Let it be known that when
tailback Andre Brown plunged
across the goal line in the
first quarter last weekend at
Carter-Finley Stadium, it
marked the first touchdown
N.C. State had scored in 325
days.
The Wolfpack had gone
nine full quarters and parts of
two others without a single
point. They had tried scoring
on 36 different possessions but
instead had 18 punts, eight
turnovers and zero points in
that span.
And the
Pack needed a
6-yard
touchdown
drive against
William &
Mary — that’s
right, a 6yard
DAN
WIEDERER touchdown
drive! — to
finally break
the drought. So upon scoring
from 3 yards away, Brown
popped to his feet, took his
right hand to the crown of his
helmet and gestured.
Yellow flag. Fifteen-yard
penalty.
Unsportsmanlike conduct.
Excessive celebration.
For “saluting.”
“To me, the penalty was a
little weak,” Brown said. “But
I shouldn’t have done it.”
When a team goes 151
consecutive plays without a
touchdown, can any
celebration really be
considered excessive? Perhaps
had Brown broken out a
lighter and ignited a VMAesque pyrotechnics show right
there in the end zone, maybe
that would qualify as
unsportsmanlike.
But a salute?
Did we mention it was
Military Appreciation Day at
State?
“It was something I wanted
to do to show support for the
troops,” Brown said.

Throwing up not allowed
Apparently, the officials
weren’t quite down with the
patriotism. In fact, it seems
they’re not quite down with
any sort of spontaneous
happiness.
Getting penalized for a
salute is almost as stupid as
getting flagged for throwing
the ball into the air. Like
Washington quarterback Jake
Locker did after scoring a TD
with 2 seconds left against
BYU last weekend. Locker’s 3yard scamper capped a
dramatic 17-play, 76-yard
Huskies scoring drive and put
the Huskies within a PAT of
tying the score at 28.
Only Locker — who dove
into the end zone, sprung up
and flipped the ball
backwards over his head in
pure ecstasy — was flagged
for unsportsmanlike conduct.
And Ryan Perkins, attempting
a 35-yard PAT to tie the
score, had his kick blocked
and Washington lost.

Top, North Carolina’s
Charles Brown tackles
Rutgers wide receiver
Tim Brown during the
fourth quarter of the Tar
Heels’ 44-12 win in
Piscataway, N.J., on
Thursday.
Left, North Carolina wide
receiver Brandon Tate
runs for a touchdown as
Rutgers’ Jason McCourty
fails to make the tackle
during the second
quarter. Tate caught four
passes for a career-best
138 yards.
AP photos

Coming-out party

Yates throws 3 touchdown passes to help UNC embarrass
Rutgers and give the Tar Heels their biggest win since 2001
By Tom Canavan
The Associated Press

PISCATAWAY, N.J. — Butch Davis
has North Carolina back on the road
to respectability.
T.J. Yates threw three touchdown
passes and the Tar Heels won for the
first time outside North Carolina
since 2001, beating error-prone Rutgers 44-12 in a nationally televised
game that pitted Davis against his
former pupil, Greg Schiano.

Yates found a wide-open Hakeem
Nicks on touchdown passes of 9 and
11 yards and connected on a 69-yard
scoring play with speedster Brandon
Tate, who also scored on a 12-yard
end around.
The Tar Heels intercepted four
passes, including three by starter
Mike Teel. Linebacker Bruce Carter
returned a bobbled pass 66 yards for
a touchdown as the Tar Heels (2-0)
handed Rutgers (0-2) its worst loss

since a 56-5 loss to Louisville on Nov.
11, 2005. Freshman Jay Wooten
added field goals of 43, 29 and 27
yards.
The victory was the Tar Heels’
biggest since a 52-17 win over Duke
in 2001.
The start is the best since 2000 for
North Carolina, which is looking for
its first winning season since 2001.
The Tar Heels were 4-8 a year ago
in Davis’ first season.

The start is worst for the Scarlet
Knights since 2002, when they finished 1-11 in Schiano’s second season. It also was the worst home loss
since being thrashed 40-0 by West
Virginia that same year.
In many ways, the Scarlet
Knights looked like the Rutgers of
old. They blew pass coverages on all
three of Yates’ TD passes, had a bad
punt lead to a North Carolina score

See UNC, Page 4C

See WIEDERER, Page 4C

MOTOR SPORTS

Clint
Bowyer
needed a
12th-place
finish in
Sunday’s
race at
Richmond
to grab one
of the
coveted
Chase
spots.
AP file photo

Bowyer wishing for a repeat

! Again, the driver
squeaked into the
Chase; he hopes to win
the first race again, too.
By Will Graves

The Associated Press

Clint Bowyer heard the critics loud and clear last year
when the Richard Childress

Racing driver squeaked into
NASCAR’s Chase for the championship by taking the 12th and
final spot despite not winning a
race.
It took Bowyer one glorious
Sunday to shut them up.
Bowyer captured the first
checkered flag of his Sprint Cup
career during the fall race at
New Hampshire Motor Speedway last year, a win that pro-

pelled him to a career-best
third-place finish in the season
points race.
A year later, not much has
changed.
Bowyer once again had to
sweat it out, needing a 12thplace finish in Sunday’s race at
Richmond to grab one of the
coveted Chase spots ahead of
Kasey Kahne and David Ragan.

See BOWYER, Page 7C

POINTS STANDINGS

1. Kyle Busch ................. 5,080
2. Carl Edwards ...............5,050
3. Jimmie Johnson .......... 5,040
4. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ....... 5,010
Clint Bowyer ............... 5,010
Denny Hamlin ............. 5,010
Jeff Burton .................. 5,010
8. Tony Stewart ............... 5,000
Greg Biffle .................. 5,000
Jeff Gordon ................. 5,000
Kevin Harvick ............. 5,000
Matt Kenseth .............. 5,000

4C

THE FAYETTEVILLE OBSERVER

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2008

Wolfpack should finish strong

AP photo

Rutgers running back Mason Robinson, right, tries to get away from
North Carolina’s Quan Sturdivant during the first quarter Thursday.

UNC: Tate has 138 receiving yards
ON 2C

From Page 1C
and saw their senior quarterback turn
the ball over three times.
By the time the third quarter was
over, North Carolina had a 38-6 lead
and only a couple of thousand fans
from the sellout crowd of 42,502 were
on hand for a derisive cheer when Teel
threw a fourth-quarter touchdown pass
to Kevin Brock.
San San Te kicked field goals of 34
and 32 yards for Rutgers, which came
into the season looking for a fourth
straight bowl trip. After losing two at
home, the Scarlet Knights need to turn
things around quickly.
Davis, who hired Schiano as his defensive coordinator at Miami, saw his

Wiederer
From Page 3C
In Raleigh, Brown could
only shake his head.
“That was weak,” the
Wolfpack running back said.
“Mine I could see. That one,
the guy was just celebrating.
It was just something that
happened in the moment. It
wasn’t deliberate where he
stopped, thought about it and
threw the ball up. It was all
in one motion.”
Instinctive glee, meet
excessive celebration.

Rules are rules
Excessive celebration, meet
my disdain.
Isn’t college football at its
very core all about excess?
Isn’t it about showing up at the
stadium 5 hours before kickoff
just to inhale six hot dogs, five
Bud Lights and four boxes of
Bojangles’? Isn’t that why
flocks of students — and many
well-adjusted adults — paint
their faces and hang team flags
out the windows of their SUVs?
Still, the authorities will
argue, rules are rules. And in
this case, the NCAA’s
manifesto on unsportsmanlike
conduct is clearly written out.
In Locker’s case, the
referees ruled it was a clear
violation of Rule 9-2, Article
1, Provision 2c, which
prohibits “throwing the ball
high into the air.”
It’s right there in ink. They
had no choice, the referees
defend, but to throw a flag.
But Brown’s salute isn’t as
clearly defined by the
rulebook.
He did not spike the ball or
beat his chest. He did not
taunt, bait or ridicule an
opponent verbally. He did not
remove his helmet or cross
his arms across his chest
while standing over a prone

team
improve
markedly
after
% UNC-Rutgers
struggling in the
box score
season
opener
against McNeese State.
Yates finished 14-of-22 for 221 yards
and matched his career high with the
three TD passes. Tate caught four passes for a career-best 138 yards. His 69yard touchdown catch was the longest
of his career. Nicks added six catches
for 63 yards with the two TDs, tying his
single-game high.
North Carolina took control of the
game with 38 points in the second and
third quarters.
The Tar Heels scored on three
straight possessions in the second to
take a 17-6 halftime lead.

player. All of those are
documented NCAA offenses.
There’s even a clause that
prohibits players from “inciting
an opponent or spectators in
any way, such as simulating
the firing of a weapon or
placing a hand by the ear to
request recognition.”
As if pretending to shoot
things with an uzi and trying
harder to hear the crowd are
somehow related.
Brown may have been
guilty of attempting to “focus
attention upon himself.” But
by that logic, a flag could be
thrown on almost every play
of every game.
“I would have to think that
if I can’t do a simple salute in
the end zone,” Brown said,
“then they better start
watching the defensive end that
gets a sack or the linebacker
that makes a big hit. There’s
certainly plenty that they do
after a play. Maybe that should
be looked at.”

N.C. State may appear to be
trailing in the recruiting wars when
it comes to numbers.
But don’t let the early returns
fool you. Despite trailing the other
in-state programs with nine oral
commitments entering September
— Duke has 22, Wake Forest 16,
North Carolina 13 and East
Carolina 12 — the Wolfpack should
have the scholarships available to
sign close to a 25-man class next
February.
Even though there are only 14
scholarship seniors among the 101
players listed on the 2008 roster on
the school’s athletic website, N.C.
State does have between six to eight
other scholarships available to extend.
Although an exact total of
scholarship players couldn’t be
confirmed by the school’s sports
information department, our
unofficial count found 24 walk-on
players on the roster. That leaves
77 scholarship athletes, which is
eight below the limit of 85 allowed
by the NCAA.
Add those eight to the class of
departing seniors and N.C. State
could have as many as 22
scholarships available for this class.
Although the Wolfpack signed an
impressive class of offensive
linemen last February, the pursuit
of blocking prospects hasn’t slowed.
N.C. State is making serious runs
at in-state tackles Xavier Nixon
from Fayetteville’s Jack Britt High
School and 6-foot-7, 330-pound

Party poopers
For the most part, ACC
coaches took the politically
correct stance this week on
the excessive celebration rule.
State coach Tom O’Brien
was just fine with Brown
being penalized last week.
“I was bothered with
Andre, not the penalty,”
O’Brien said.
Miami’s Randy Shannon
seemed to be reading directly
from his Coach’s Manual when
he chimed in on the issue.
“We tell our players all the
time, if you get to the end
zone, act like you’ve been
there,” Shannon said.
Even Bobby Bowden, now
in Year 50 as a college head
coach, admits he understands
the spirit of the rule.
“Kids see television, they
see what all these pros do,”
Bowden said. “And if we’re
not careful, the next thing you
know we’ll have kids jumping
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Sammy Batten
Travis Bond from Bertie High.
The Wolfpack is also heavily
involved with 6-6, 290-pound
offensive guard Kyle Koehne from
Cathedral High in Indianapolis, Ind.
Koehne lists State among his top
five schools along with Boston
College, Florida, Louisville and
Michigan.
Defensively, end Clinton
Simpkins from Fredericksburg, Va.,
is expected to schedule an official
visit with the Wolfpack.
A major in-state target for N.C.
State is 6-5, 230-pound defensive
end Sylvester Crawford, who
attends Northside Christian
Academy in Charlotte.
Brandywine, Md., defensive
tackle Raynard Rudolph, a 6-3, 300pounder, likes N.C. State along with
Maryland, Penn State, Tennessee
and West Virginia.
It looks like the Wolfpack will be
battling rival North Carolina for
cornerback Terry Shankle from
South Stanly High in Norwood.
Shankle is also weighing offers
from Alabama, Clemson, Florida
and others, but calls N.C. State and
UNC his favorites.

over the goal post.”
But Bowden was also quick
to point out the inconsistency
with which refs interpret the
rule. In last year’s Music City
Bowl, for example, Florida
State cornerback Tony Carter
was flagged for
unsportsmanlike conduct after
completing a 24-yard
interception return by diving
into the end zone.
“Which is OK if they’re
going to call it on everybody,”
Bowden said. “But every
Saturday I sit here and watch
all these other teams diving,
rolling, everything else and
they don’t get called. It’s the
inconsistency of the thing that

UNC’s chance to impress

North Carolina had an
opportunity to impress several of
its recruiting targets last night
when it played a nationally
televised game at Rutgers.
The Garden State is home to
center Mark Brazinski, linebacker
Glenn Carson and athlete Ka’liad
Glaud, all of whom still have UNC
on their list of potential schools.
The 6-3, 297-pound Brazinski
plays a position where the Tar
Heels have lacked depth for several
seasons. The Sommerville resident
had previously made a commitment
to Rutgers, but has since backed off
that pledge.
Brazinski, who is rated by
Rivals.com as the nation’s No. 6
center prospect, now lists Boston
College, Georgia Tech, North Carolina
and Penn State as his top schools.
Carson, a 6-3, 220-pounder from
Manahawken, lists Penn State and
Rutgers as his top two schools, but
includes UNC in his list of others
he’s considering.
Glaud, a 6-2, 217-pounder, has
played quarterback, linebacker and
several other positions at Winslow
Township High in Atco. He is
setting up official visits with
Tennessee and West Virginia, but
the Tar Heels are on his list of
other schools he might visit along
with Boston College, Iowa and
Maryland.
Staff writer Sammy Batten can be reached at
battens@fayobserver.com or 486-3534.

would disturb me.”
Not to mention the
potential that the rule may
just threaten to dilute the
emotion and spontaneity of
the kids playing it.
“Gosh,” Bowden said, “you
do hate to take the excitement
out of the game.”
To which Brown says
“Amen.”
“I understand why they’re
cracking down,” he said. “But
I feel like they’re trying to
steal the emotion from the
game. College football is
about feeding the fans and
giving the fans the energy
they want. It’s about school
spirit and supporting your

team. Celebration is just
something that happens to go
with football.”
For one simple salute,
Brown’s midweek punishment
included 50 up-downs.
“I didn’t enjoy that,” he said.
And he also insists he has a
new touchdown routine in the
works in case he scores today
at Clemson.
“If I score, I’m giving the
ball to the ref and getting out
of there.”
Consider it lesson learned.
But is it really a lesson that
needs to be taught?
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached
at wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.

