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North Carolina
7 4 16 6
Virginia
6 5 13 9
Miami
6 6 14 11
Florida State
5 6 15 7
Mar yland
5 6 15 9
Clemson
4 8 15 10
Virginia Tech
3 8 13 11
Georgia Tech
3 9 10 13
Wake Forest
1 10 13 12
Today’s games
N.C. State at Virginia Tech, 1 p.m.
Virginia at Florida State, 4 p.m.
Georgia Tech at Maryland, 4 p.m.
Sunday’s games
North Carolina at Wake Forest, 1:30 p.m.
Miami at Duke, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday’s game
Boston College at Virginia, 7 p.m.
Wednesday’s games
Duke at Georgia Tech, 7 p.m.
Clemson at Wake Forest, 7 p.m.
Virginia Tech at Miami, 7 p.m.
Maryland at Florida State, 9 p.m.
North Carolina at N.C. State, 9 p.m.

ATLAS SHRUGS

Leave it to the Cameron
Crazies to dig up the dirt on an
opposing star. Before Tuesday
night’s game with Wake Forest,
someone among the Crazies
tracked down Eric Williams’ Web
page on facebook.com, a
networking site for high school
and college kids similar to
Myspace.com.
The Crazies photocopied
Williams’ profile and distributed it
around the stadium. Among the
quotes on Williams’ page: “I
have the strength of Atlas.
(Forget) that I AM Atlas.”
Entertained by the profile, the
Crazies wasted few opportunities
to mock Williams. Every time he
went to the free throw line they
serenaded him by singing “He’s
got the whole world in his
hands.”

INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
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Sixty-four-year-old Herb Neubauer is a fixutre at Duke games and has earned the nickname, ‘Crazy Towel Guy.’

Towel guy stirs Crazies

OH ROY, YOU DEVIL

After his Tar Heels surrendered
55 points in the first half
Wednesday against Georgia Tech
and allowed the Yellow Jackets to
shoot 90 percent from 3-point
range, North Carolina coach Roy
Williams was more than a little
enraged during his halftime pep
talk.
“You know how the Tazmanian
Devil does his little thing and
destroys everything?” senior
David Noel said. “That’s how it
was.”
Perhaps Williams also
destroyed the Heels’ defensive
lethargy. In the second half, UNC
held Tech to 20 points on 36
percent shooting.

65

After Wednesday’s 40-point
explosion, UNC freshman Tyler
Hansbrough has scored 65
points in the last two games, the
first Carolina player to total 60
points in consecutive games
since Joseph Forte had 36
against Florida State and 28 at
Virginia in 2001.

A GAME OF HORSE

It appears N.C. State forward
Ilian Evtimov has a bit of a
Napoleon complex. Evtimov
suffered a sprained Lisfranc
ligament in his foot in
Wednesday’s win over Florida
State, an injury that could keep
the fifth-year senior on the shelf
for the rest of the regular
season.
Yet Evtimov,
who spent a
chunk of his
childhood living
in France, has
been in good
spirits. In a
release from the
school this
week, he
Evtimov
wanted
reporters to know that his current
injury is named after a surgeon
in Napoleon’s army, Jacque
Lisfranc, who helped treat the
ligaments, most often when
soldiers were thrown from their
horses and got their foot caught
in the stirrups.

13

Virginia Tech’s last five games
have been decided by a total of
13 points. The Hokies are 3-2 in
that span, which has included
two overtime games and three
contests decided by one point.

NEVER TOO EARLY

It’ll still be months before
ESPN officially announces its
lineup for next season’s ACC-Big
Ten Challenge. But word in the
inner circle says that the bigwigs
at the network are eager to
feature an Ohio State-North
Carolina match-up to showcase
the nation’s top two recruiting
classes. The Tar Heels freshmen
next fall will include National Top
30 players Brandan Wright, Tywon
Lawson and Wayne Ellington
while the Buckeyes would counter
with Mike Conley, Daequan Cook,
David Lighty and the nation’s top
incoming freshman, Greg Oden.

An anxious din reverberated through
Cameron Indoor Stadium when he
decided it was time.
No. 2 Duke was struggling to fight off
Florida State, time was running out and
the arena needed an injection of spirit.
So coming out of a timeout, the man
with Duke on his chest and Duke in his
heart stood up, looked around at the
Cameron crowd and shouted.
“Come on! Get up!” he begged
flapping his arms like a hurried hawk.
With each gesticulation, the noise
amplified.
Only a handful of icons have ever
held this power at Cameron Indoor —
Mike Krzyzewski, Steve Wojciechowski,
Shane Battier. Now J.J. Redick.
But you probably
don’t know the name
Herb Neubauer.
Nope, Neubauer
won’t show up anywhere
in the Duke media
guide. He’s simply a 64year-old retired Food
Lion supervisor who’s
crazy for Duke, operates
DAN
under the handle of
WIEDERER “Crazy Towel Guy” and
by his own admission
tries to be a little “like
a Lee Melchionni in the stands.”
That’s music to at least one Devil’s
ears.
“I’ve never met the man,” says
Melchionni, the Duke senior who happens
to have a commemorative Crazy Towel
Guy water bottle in his locker. “But if
he says that’s what he tries to do, that’s
a good thing. It means he’s nuts.”

Sweat and wild
The seeds for this legend were
planted all the way back in December
1984 with Neubauer following Duke to
Los Angeles, where they were playing in
the two-day Trojan Bud Light Classic at
Southern California.
After the Blue Devils pounded
Alabama-Birmingham 76-62 in their first
game, Neubauer and several others took
a school-sponsored bus trip south of the
border.
Already a die-hard Dukie, Neubauer
found just the souvenir he needed to
complement his routine.
“I was on a backstreet in Tijuana
when I found this blue leather Mexican
hat,” he said. “I remember thinking,
‘This is one of a kind.’ ”

A one-of-a-kind hat plus a one-of-akind fan quickly translated into the
perfect one-of-a-kind novelty act.
Each and every game, Neubauer
would show up at Cameron with the
sombrero on his noggin and the Devils’
blood pumping through his veins and
spend his night emphatically rooting for
Duke.
Neubauer’s leather hat gimmick had
one little drawback. His head sweat too
much.
“It killed me for years,” he says.
“And if I was smarter and I had more
common sense I probably would have
realized what was causing it.”
Instead the 1963 Duke grad began
bringing a towel to each game to avoid
overheating.
“The towel would get wet,” Neubauer
says. “And what’s better to swing than a
wet towel?”

From the ashes
For years, Guy with the Crazy
Mexican Hat planted himself at Duke
games, cheering, sweating and staking a
claim to the title of Duke’s No. 1 fan, an
honor he eventually etched onto his
cards.
“People got upset with me saying
that,” Neubauer says. “But I didn’t have
any doubt. No one else saw every home
and away basketball game, every home
and away football game. I went
everywhere.
“Finally I just said, ‘I’m not going to
argue with people. I just am (the No. 1
fan) whether you think it or not.”
But Neubauer’s fanatical flame
flickered in 1994 when a fire destroyed
his Durham residence. Lost in the blaze
were hundreds of Duke buttons, ticket
stubs to every one of the Blue Devils’
Final Four games, basketballs signed by
the 1991 and ’92 national championship
teams and that one-of-a-kind leather hat.
“I had $1,500 just in frames that I
lost in the fire — not counting the stuff
in them,” Neubauer says. “I’m alive, so
you’re happy. But I’ve heard people say,
‘Well, I lost this in a fire.’ And I’d think,
‘Yeah, go ahead lady. I lost 295 T-shirts
with Duke on them.’ ”
Still, Neubauer never lost his passion
for the Blue Devils and continued to
make his presence felt, always armed at
Cameron with the towel that kept his
head cool and the crowd lively.
In 1996, several Cameron Crazies
approached Neubauer, so invigorated by

his energy they wanted to start a chant
to honor him.
The calls surfaced most when the
arena was lifeless. The Crazies would
look up toward Section 7, Row G, Seat 8
and chant Neubauer’s new nickname —
“Cra-zy Towel Guy!” Neubauer would
respond by rising and swinging his towel
like a mad man, a Cameron ritual that’s
been a staple for more than 10 years
now.
Neubauer has since polished his
routine, often teasing the Crazies and
pretending not to hear their chants until
the crowd gets louder.
“The whole point of it, I want the
place to be jumping,” he says. “To me
that’s what it’s for, right?”

Signature move
In 1997, Neubauer teamed with the
Crazies and Krzyzewski to sell
commemorative towels autographed by
the legendary coach and the Crazy
Towel Guy himself. The promotion
raised more than $25,000 for the North
Carolina Food Bank, elevating
Neubauer’s status as something of a
Devilish cult hero.
Neubauer proudly boasts that he’s
missed only two Duke home games in
the last 20 years and has been in person
for every one of Duke’s Final Four
games — men’s and women’s.
“There’s only eight of us alive yet,”
he said, “and the number is thinning.”
This year, Neubauer has dreams of
attending two more Duke Final Fours,
joining the Devils men in Indianapolis
and the women in Boston.
Never mind that the games are on
the same weekend. Crazy Towel Guy
hopes to fly back and forth so he can be
there to lend energy.
“I’ve met a lot of great people over
the years being the Crazy Towel Guy,”
he says. “It keeps me young. But
whatever you want to say, it’s become
fact. It’s not fiction, it’s not a legend.
“I have a good time with it and I’m
doing what I love to do: rooting for
Duke.”
Crazy as it may sound, the energetic
Towel Guy has swung his way into Duke
lore forever.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be reached at
wiedererd@fayettevillenc.com or 486-3536.

Dual-sport Brackman
enjoying his busy life
By Dan Wiederer
Staff writer

You’d think it might be exhausting for
N.C. State’s Andrew Brackman to balance the responsibilities of being a power
forward for the nation’s No. 21 basketball
team, an ace pitcher for the Wolfpack
baseball squad and a regular college student all at the same time. Brackman sees
it as a privilege.
“I just don’t ever get tired,” the State
sophomore said. “Even when I get home
at night after a basketball game, I don’t
want to sit on the couch and watch TV.
I want to go do something.”
Brackman, who’s bringing his limitless energy off the bench and averaging
8.7 points, has also spent more time this
winter working on his pitching mechanics
so he can be ready to pitch the day the

basketball season ends. (State’s baseball
season is already seven games old.)
Herb Sendek marvels at the 20-yearold’s energy and praised Brackman’s atttitude Wednesday after he scored 12
points in a win over Florida State.
“Sometimes us older folks want to
force young people to live their lives by
the end of the week,” Sendek said. “But
the great thing about Andrew is he’s having a great Wednesday. I’m sure he got up
today, ate a big breakfast, went to class
and at some point looked at his watch and
realized, ‘We’ve got a game tonight.’ To
him it was just enjoying Wednesday.
“Some of us analyzing the dual-sport
thing with this business overtonee, we
want all the answers to his whole career
yesterday. But who knows? He may go
play a game of wiffle ball right now. Because Wednesday’s not over.”
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N.C. State’s Andrew Brackman is
averaging 8.7 points and 3.9 rebounds
on the hardwood this season and went
4-0 with a 2.09 ERA on the mound.

(Through Wednesday’s games)
Scoring
J.J. Redick, Duke .................................28.9
Justin Gray, Wake Forest......................19.0
Tyler Hansbrough, North Carolina ........19.0
Sean Singletary, Virginia......................18.4
Shelden Williams, Duke ......................18.4
Guillermo Diaz, Miami .........................17.0
Robert Hite, Miami ..............................16.8
Craig Smith, Boston College................16.8
Anthony Morrow, Georgia Tech.............16.7
Jared Dudley, Boston College ..............16.7
Rebounding
Shelden Williams, Duke ......................9.8
Eric Williams, Wake Forest ..................8.8
Jeremis Smith, Georgia Tech ...............8.7
Craig Smith, Boston College................8.5
Jason Cain, Virginia.............................8.0
Tyler Hansbrough, North Carolina ........7.7
Aikin Akingbala, Clemson ....................7.5
Coleman Collins, Virginia Tech ............7.1
Assists
Greg Paulus, Duke...............................5.32
Bobby Frasor, North Carolina ..............4.77
Jamon Gordon, Virginia Tech ...............4.71
Sean Singletary, Virginia......................4.62
Louis Hinnant, Boston College ............4.28
Steals
Vernon Hamilton, Clemson ..................2.71
Zabian Dowdell, Virginia Tech..............2.38
Sean Dockery, Duke ............................2.04
Shelden Williams, Duke ......................2.04
Jamon Gordon, Virginia Tech ...............1.88
Todd Galloway, Florida State ...............1.86
Blocked shots
Shelden Williams, Duke ......................3.96
Cedric Simmons, N.C. State................2.68
Anthony King, Miami ...........................1.88
Theodis Tarver, Georgia Tech ...............1.50
James Gist, Maryland..........................1.46
Field goal percentage
Eric Williams, Wake Forest ..................63.0
Ra’Sean Dickey, Georgia Tech .............61.4
Tyler Hansbrough, North Carolina ........61.0
Shelden Williams, Duke ......................58.7
Craig Smith, Boston College................57.5
3-point percentage
J.J. Redick, Duke .................................43.9
Anthony Morrow, Georgia Tech.............43.8
Justin Gray, Wake Forest......................40.2
Free throw percentage
Shawan Robinson, Clemson ................93.1
J.J. Redick, Duke .................................88.2
Robert Hite, Miami ..............................86.3
Cameron Bennerman, N.C. State ........84.6
Justin Gray, Wake Forest......................84.6
Assist/turnover ratio
Jamon Gordon, Virginia Tech ...............2.26
Louis Hinnant, Boston College ............1.95
Engin Atsur, N.C. State .......................1.91
Bobby Frasor, North Carolina ..............1.88
Jared Dudley, Boston College ..............1.69

TEAM LEADERS

(Through Wednesday’s games)
Scoring offense
Duke..................................................83.9
Maryland ...........................................80.5
Florida State......................................79.4
North Carolina ...................................78.6
N.C. State .........................................77.0
Boston College ..................................75.1
Wake Forest.......................................74.0
Clemson ............................................73.6
Georgia Tech......................................77.3
Virginia ..............................................70.0
Virginia Tech ......................................69.6
Miami ................................................69.4
Scoring defense
Miami ................................................64.2
Virginia Tech ......................................64.5
Virginia ..............................................65.4
N.C. State .........................................65.6
Boston College ..................................65.8
Clemson ............................................67.1
Duke..................................................67.7
North Carolina ...................................68.9
Florida State......................................69.8
Georgia Tech......................................70.5
Wake Forest.......................................71.2
Maryland ...........................................73.1
Rebounding margin
North Carolina ...................................+8.8
Wake Forest.......................................+6.5
Virginia ..............................................+6.5
Georgia Tech......................................+5.4
Maryland ...........................................+4.2
Miami ................................................+3.9
Boston College ..................................+2.6
Florida State......................................+2.0
Clemson ............................................+1.2
N.C. State .........................................-0.8
Duke..................................................-2.3
Virginia Tech ......................................-3.3
Field goal percentage
Duke..................................................50.8
Florida State......................................49.4
Boston College ..................................48.4
N.C. State .........................................48.2
North Carolina ...................................47.9
Georgia Tech......................................46.1
Maryland ...........................................45.8
Virginia Tech ......................................45.5
Wake Forest.......................................45.5
Miami ................................................44.0
Clemson ............................................43.7
Virginia ..............................................42.8

