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Tiger turns up
Woods arrived without notice
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MLB

Red Sox
top Yanks
in opener

NCAA TITLE GAME
DUKE VS. BUTLER, TONIGHT, 9:21 P.M. (CBS)

! Boston rallies in Fenway’s
first-ever night opener.
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Kevin Youkilis scored
the go-ahead run on a passed ball after his third extra-base hit and the
Boston Red Sox rallied to beat the
New York Yankees 9-7 in the major
league opener Sunday night.
Boston erased a 5-1 deficit against
CC Sabathia and defeated the defending World Series champions in the
first night opener in the history of 98year-old Fenway Park.
Jorge Posada and Curtis Granderson hit back-to-back homers off Josh
Beckett to give the Yankees a 2-0
lead in the second inning. It was 7-5
in the bottom of the seventh when
Marco Scutaro singled and Dustin Pedroia tied it with an opening-day
homer for the second straight season.
Youkilis doubled with two outs,
took third on Damaso Marte’s wild
pitch and scored when Posada
couldn’t handle Marte’s high pitch.

AP photos

Mike Krzyzewski and the Blue Devils are prepared to portray the bad guys in tonight’s championship game and ruin the
ending of Butler’s made-for-Hollywood story.

BLOCKBUSTER
FINALE
Blue Devils hope to flip the
script on Butler and deliver a
feel-good story of their own

INDIANAPOLIS — The way

the Final Four media crush
goes, the attendance at Lucas
Oil Stadium this weekend has
been predictably star-studded.
Turn left and there’s Bob
Ryan from the Boston Globe
and Mitch Albom from the
Detroit Free Press. Spin back
right and there’s Sports
Illustrated’s Seth Davis.
ESPN’s Dick Vitale, Jay
Bilas and Andy Katz over this
way. John Feinstein and Jim
Gray over there.
Make no mistake, exposure
will not be a problem for
Butler. The Bulldogs’ story
will be told.
And the way the feel-good
journey has gone so far, you
half-expected a Hollywood
rush here Sunday — from
screenwriters, directors and

Dan Wiederer
producers eager to snatch the
rights to what could become
one of the most legendary
tales ever told in sports.
Butler guard Shelvin Mack
even offered the perfect title:
“The Butler Way: We Over
Me.”
Good grief, is it ever hard
not to be charmed silly by
this script.
Butler, now preparing to
face mighty Duke in tonight’s
NCAA championship game,

has a team full of smart and
charismatic kids who enjoy
playing with one another and
have channeled their hustle
and unity into a 25-game
winning streak.
The team has a lovable
English bulldog as its mascot.
And “Old Blue,” as they call
him, has been wobbling all
over Indianapolis the past four
days with his tongue hanging
out and his navy blue team
sweater worn with pride.
The Bulldogs play their
home games at Hinkle
Fieldhouse, which just happens
to be the classic and intimate
gym where “Hoosiers” was
filmed. And Butler is also led
by likable head coach Brad
Stevens, who’s just 33 years
See WIEDERER, Page 5C

INSIDE

% We break down
the Duke-Butler
game for you.
Which players are
in the spotlight,
what to keep an
eye on and more,
Page 4C

% Butler center
Matt Howard has a
mild concussion
and could miss the
game, Page 4C
% Court Vision
notes, Page 5C
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Boston’s Dustin Pedroia watches his
two-run home run against the
Yankees in the seventh inning of the
Red Sox’s opening-night win.
NFL

Eagles send
McNabb
to Redskins
By Rob Maaddi
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Donovan McNabb is changing uniforms and staying
in the NFC East.
The Philadelphia Eagles traded
McNabb to the Washington Redskins
for a pair of draft picks Sunday night.
The Eagles will receive a secondround pick (37th overall) in this
month’s NFL draft and either a thirdor fourth-round pick next year.
“Donovan McNabb was more than
a franchise quarterback for this
team,” Eagles chairman Jeffrey
Lurie said. “He truly embodied all of
the attributes of a great quarterback
and of a great person. He has been an
See MCNABB, Page 5C

ICE BEARS 4, FIREANTZ 3 (OT)

Pelkey ends FireAntz’s season
By Thomas Pope

Assistant sports editor

Knoxville’s dream of a three-peat
lives on. Fayetteville’s dream of a
return trip to the finals endured a
painful death Sunday night.
Bobby Joe Pelkey’s goal between
Bryan Bridges’ knees was the deciding factor. The score came with 8:50
gone in overtime, giving the Ice
Bears a 4-3 victory in the decisive
game of their Southern Professional
Hockey League playoff series.
Knoxville, the No. 4 seed, advanced to face second-seeded

Huntsville in a best-of-3 semifinals.
“I just kept my feet moving and
got it to the net, and good things happened,” Pelkey said.
Fayetteville coach Tommy Stewart was forced to start Bridges — 85-3 in the regular season — instead
of his No. 1 goaltender, Guy St. Vincent. St. Vincent was whistled for a
slashing/intent to injure penalty after the final goal in Knoxville’s 6-5
double-overtime win Saturday night.
On Sunday morning, the SPHL office
announced that St. Vincent had been

suspended indefinitely.
Stewart said Pelkey’s game-winner was neither a misplay by Bridges
nor a defensive breakdown.
“You know what wins in overtime? Crappy goals,” Stewart said.
“Tonight, it was a little backhander.
I think it caught Bryan off guard a
little bit and (Pelkey) went ‘five
hole’ ” between Bridges’ knees for
the game-winner.
Pelkey was the Knoxville player
most directly responsible for getting
a game to overtime for the second
See ANTZ, Page 3C

Staff photo by Emma Tannenbaum

Knoxville’s Bobby Joe Pelkey celebrates his game-tying goal in the
third period. Pelkey then scored the winning goal in overtime.
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WOMEN’S FINAL FOUR: STANFORD 73, OKLAHOMA 66

COURT VISION
Notes from Dan Wiederer
at the Final Four
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Beware of dog

Devil to Devil

When Butler’s starting
lineup is introduced tonight
at Lucas Oil Stadium, the
Bulldog players will continue
their ritual of jogging out and
giving the team mascot, a
live English bulldog named
Butler Blue II, a pat on the
head for good luck. “Old
Blue,” as the Butler players
call their popular pet, has
been seen a lot around
Lucas Oil Stadium over the
past four days, sporting his
navy blue doggy sweater. But
Old Blue isn’t always friendly
during pre-game
introductions. Said Butler
sophomore Ronald Nored:
“Sometimes he barks,
sometimes he bites. You just
have to play through it.”

Class act

Several former Duke
players have made it a
point to stay in touch with
the current Blue Devils to
pass along words of wisdom
and advice as much as they
possibly can. Junior guard
Nolan Smith said he’s been
in frequent contact with
Jason Williams.
“He’s like a big brother to
me,” Smith said. “He tells
me that I need to be ready
for these big situations.”
Jon Scheyer, meanwhile,
has continued to grow
closer with J.J. Redick.
Scheyer said that Redick
has talked to him a lot
about being a senior and
trying to go out the right
way. But Redick’s career
ended quite differently than
Scheyer’s will — with a
surprise upset loss to LSU
in the 2006 Sweet 16.
“J.J. talked to me a lot,
especially when I wasn’t
shooting the ball particularly
well,” Scheyer said. “The
biggest thing he told me
was to just go out there like
you’re 8-for-8 on every shot.
Just say ‘Screw it’ and just
go do it. So for me, that
was helpful, to remember to
go out and play and have
no regrets. He had a
chance to play in the Final
Four (as a freshman) and
he really wanted me to have
a chance to do that too.”

Butler’s best player,
Gordon Hayward, hasn’t let
the Final Four circus disrupt
his normal routine. On
Sunday morning, Hayward
was up bright and early so
he could leave the team
hotel and attend Easter
mass in his hometown of
Brownsburg, Ind., about a
half-hour drive from
downtown Indianapolis.
Hayward’s early wake-up call
rattled Nored, his roommate.
“It was 7:15,” Nored
said. “And he turned the
light on. I just don’t do
lights in the morning.”
Hayward also said he
plans to attend class today
on campus if that’s what
coach Brad Stevens
mandates. As luck would
have it, Hayward has four
classes on Mondays, three
advanced mathematics
courses plus computer
science.
“As far as whether I enjoy
all of them? Some of them
are exciting on some days
and really boring on other
days,” he said.

When teams finally
advance to the national
championship game, players
often talk about the unique
feeling that comes on the
Sunday between the
national semifinals and the
NCAA title game. Knowing
exactly when the final game
of the season will be played
provides this unique
combination of exhilaration,
anticipation and calm.
Duke’s Lance Thomas felt all
three of those things before
Duke’s final practice of the
season Sunday.
“It’s a really good feeling
to know when your last
game is,” Thomas said.
“And the fact that this game
is for the national
championship is incredible.
All the hard work, all the
tough times we’ve been
through for four years has
led us here. It’s all worked
out. And not many players
get a chance to see why
you go through so many ups
and downs and how it can
pay off like this.”

Decade of dominance
When the 20th century
ended, the ACC had seven
men’s basketball national
championships to its name,
an impressive total
considering the conference’s
47-year history. Now, 10
years later, Duke will
attempt to win the league’s
fifth national title in the
past 10 seasons. The Blue
Devils last won the title in
2001. Maryland followed
the next year with its own
national championship. And
North Carolina won it all in
2005 and 2009.

Wiederer
From Page 1C
old and continues to exude
calm and humility even
after he’s beaten legends
Jim Boeheim and Tom Izzo
and prepares to take on
Mike Krzyzewski tonight.
“They best way I can
put it,” Stevens said. “They
write books and I get to
read them.”
And you don’t think
Channing Tatum or Chris
Pine would be lining up to
audition for this role?

The bad guys
This whole plot, so
warm and fuzzy, just has
to be magnetizing the
bigwigs at Miramax and
Disney and Warner Bros.,
doesn’t it? Now Butler will
play one final game. For
the national championship.

McNabb
From Page 1C
excellent representative of
this organization and the entire
National
Football
League both on and off the
field. I look forward to honoring him as one of the greatest Eagles of all-time and
hopefully see him enshrined
in the Pro Football Hall of

The end of the road

In a massive stadium that
holds more than 72,000
people. Just six miles from
campus against the most
successful program of the
past-quarter century.
Not even Duke’s players
can deny the charm.
“It’s always inspirational
to see teams win because
they’re doing the right
things,” Blue Devils
sophomore Miles Plumlee
said. “Hard work, playing
together, dreaming big.”
But then there’s this
twist from Devils center
Brian Zoubek, the bearded
giant on the imposing team
cast as tonight’s villain.
“As great of a story as
the Butler thing has been,”
Zoubek said, “we’re going
to try to make it end and
end badly for them.”
Added Duke forward
Lance Thomas: “Good guys
always finish last.”
At which point, you
Fame in Canton one day.”
The trade is the boldest
move to date for new Redskins coach Mike Shanahan
and could spell the end in
Washington for Jason Campbell, the starter for 3½ seasons.
Shanahan already has
signed free agent Rex Grossman as a backup and has
been actively scouting the
top quarterbacks available
in next month’s draft, when

AP photo

Stanford’s Nnemkadi Ogwumike shoots against Oklahoma’s Abi Olajuwon in the first half. Ogwumike had 38 points.

Ogwumike powers Cardinal

! Stanford edges
Oklahoma to reach
title game.
By Jaime Aron

The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — Stanford’s Nnemkadi Ogwumike
was having one of the greatest performances ever at a
women’s Final Four, yet her
team was ahead by only
three points with 16 seconds
left.
So how in the world did
she break free for an uncontested layup?
Slipping away from the
Oklahoma defenders she’d
befuddled all night, Ogwumike took a long inbounds
pass near midcourt and
strolled in for an easy bas-

ket that sent the Cardinal to
a 73-66 victory Sunday night
and into the national championship game.
“I didn’t think I would actually be open,” Ogwumike
said. “I thought it was an
awesome play to run. It was
definitely spur of the moment. A great coaching decision. We executed it right
and it worked.”
Ogwumike scored Stanford’s first eight points and
the final seven — in the last
51.3 seconds — on the way to
a career-high 38 points. It
was the second-most in
women’s Final Four history,
behind the 47 scored by
Texas
Tech’s
Sheryl
Swoopes in the 1993 championship game.
Ogwumike also had 16 rebounds, two assists, a block
and a steal, which came

right after that game-sealing layup, all to screams of
delight from family and
friends just three hours from
her Houston-area home.
They get to watch her
play again, too, Tuesday
night, when Stanford (36-1)
faces unbeaten UConn in the
finals. Connecticut is the only team Stanford has lost to
since Jan. 18, 2009, having
fallen in last year’s Final
Four and early this season.
Then again, the Cardinal are
the last team to beat the
Huskies, in the 2008 NCAA
tournament semifinals.
This will be Stanford’s
second NCAA final in three
years. The Cardinal are
seeking their first championship since 1992.
“We’re excited to be playing on Tuesday night,” Stanford coach Tara VanDerveer

said. “This is just great.”
So was Ogwumike.
She had 14 points and
nine rebounds by halftime,
and seemed to be everywhere. When a Sooners player grabbed an offensive rebound, she stunned the girl
by reaching around and
grabbing it, too, tying her
up. Then she deflected a
pass out of bounds off an OU
player and celebrated with a
fist pump, a high-five and a
smile worthy of a swished 3pointer. She later felt a double team and shoveled a
pass to Jayne Appel for a
layup that put the Cardinal
up by 14.
When Oklahoma (27-11)
started closing in midway
through the second half, Ogwumike — the Pac-10 player
of the year — scored eight
points during a 12-4 run.

CONNECTICUT 70, BAYLOR 50

Moore and UConn one step from title
By Doug Feinberg
The Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — As soon

as Connecticut was challenged, Maya Moore and the
Huskies showed exactly why
they’ve won 77 games in a
row.
One more and they’ll be
the first women’s team to go
undefeated in consecutive
seasons.
Behind 34 points and 12
rebounds
from
Moore,
swear you heard a gloomy
score come from the Lucas
Oil Stadium speakers, the
soundtrack alert that the
bad guys had arrived on
the set.

TITLE GAME

% Who: UConn vs. Stanford
% When: Tuesday, 8:30 p.m.
% TV: ESPN
UConn beat Baylor and
freshman phenom Brittney
Griner 70-50 on Sunday night
to advance to the national
championship game.
Tina Charles added 21
points and 13 boards for
UConn (38-0), which will play

Stanford on Tuesday night
for the title. The Cardinal
beat Oklahoma 73-66 in the
first semifinal.
The Huskies defeated
Stanford 80-68 when the
teams met on Dec. 23 in
Hartford. That’s the closest
any team has come all season to Connecticut, which has
won every game during its
streak by double digits.
Stanford handed UConn
it’s last loss back in the 2008
national semifinals.

Tuesday’s championship
game will be the sixth time
that the top two teams in the
final Top 25 poll will meet
for the title, with the last
coming in 2002 when UConn
beat Oklahoma in San Antonio.
Most of the pregame attention was on the imposing
center matchup of Griner
and The Associated Press
player of the year Charles.
Griner finished with 13
points and five blocks.

has been great for our
team.”

he’s developed with his
players.
Realistically, we know
the demand for a movie
about the established
program squashing the
alluring underdog will be
minimal. Hollywood will
only come calling if the
Bulldogs are the group
singing “One Shining
Moment” on the Lucas Oil
Stadium stage tonight.
But again, Duke’s
players can only shrug and
continue doing what
they’ve been doing all year
long.
“For us,” Thomas said,
“this is a really good story
that we have.”
Now the Devils will try
to deliver the happy ending
that the rest of America
doesn’t want.

But even that is out of
whack. The Duke players
insist they’re OK
portraying the bad guys
because, well, Duke players
are typically required to be
the bad guys. But these
Blue Devils, aside from
their scowling, pitch-fork
carrying comic book
mascot, are so far from
bad guys.
In fact, while most
people across the country
won’t want to hear it, the
story of this Duke team
may be just as captivating
as Butler’s.
“When you look at our
story, it’s been a four-year
process,” Zoubek said. “Our

senior class, especially,
we’ve had to work for
everything. We’ve gone
through so many struggles.
And you can see the
progression every single
year. And it’s pretty
pronounced. … We’re not
winning just because we
have unbelievable talent.
We’re winning because of
all the work we’ve put in.
That’s something people
should respect.”
Duke junior Kyle Singler
was asked what he thinks
the masses should
appreciate about the Blue
Devils. He just shrugged.
“I don’t know if they
have to appreciate
anything,” Singler said.
“For us and for our fans
that have supported us all
year, just enjoy this. That’s
what we’re doing. It’s not
over yet. And I think
throwing yourself into the
moment is a big thing and

So maybe for college
basketball and for
Hollywood this should be
seen as a win-win situation
with two feel-good stories
to choose from. Butler’s
has received far more
attention. But is Duke’s
story that much different?
The Blue Devils, too,
have learned lessons of
sacrifice and teamwork
and used them to get
better all year long. They,
too, play home games in a
legendary and intimate
gym. They, too, have a
coach in Krzyzewski who
may be nearly twice
Stevens’ age. But in the
twilight of his career,
Coach K also seems to be
showcasing a refreshing
calm and humility plus an
appreciation for the bond

Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be
reached at
wiedererd@fayobserver.com or 4863536.

the Redskins will have the
No. 4 overall pick.
“Welcome to our newest
teammate to DC!” cornerback DeAngelo Hall posted
on Twitter. “Really excited
about what Coach Shanahan
and (general manager)
Bruce Allen are doing to help
us compete for a championship!”
Washington and Philadelphia are rivals in all the major pro sports, and the idea of

Redskins fans finding to way
to welcome McNabb in their
hearts will be nearly as interesting of a dynamic as the
prospect of McNabb facing
his old team twice this upcoming season.
Shanahan can only hope
the 33-year-old McNabb
works out as well as the last
big-time
WashingtonPhiladelphia
quarterback
deal. The Eagles in 1964 sent
Sonny Jurgensen to the Red-

skins, where he played 11
seasons until he was 40 and
became a Hall of Famer.
McNabb, a six-time Pro
Bowl quarterback, led the
Eagles to five NFC championship games and one Super
Bowl in 11 seasons in
Philadelphia. His failure to
lead the team to its first NFL
championship since 1960
plus the emergence of Kevin
Kolb made him expendable.

McNabb, the No. 2 overall pick in the 1999 draft,
leaves as the franchise leader in yards passing (32,873),
completions (2,801), attempts (4,746), completion
percentage (59.0) and touchdown passes (216). He also
rushed for 3,249 yards and 28
TDs.
Kolb, who has started two
games in three seasons, becomes the starter. Michael
Vick is the backup.

Worth rooting for

Win-win situation
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ROAD TO THE FINAL FOUR
NCAA TITLE GAME: DUKE (34-5) VS. BUTLER (33-4), AT LUCAS OIL STADIUM, 9:21 P.M. TV: CBS

MANIC MONDAY

The excitement is peaking in Indianapolis as Butler and Duke prepare to do battle tonight for the
national championship. For the Bulldogs, a victory would add the ultimate happy ending to a made-for-Disney
fairy tale. For the Blue Devils, capturing the program’s fourth NCAA championship would come with its own
exhilaration. So which team will enjoy its “One Shining Moment” at Lucas Oil Stadium?
Observer staff writer Dan Wiederer breaks down tonight’s national championship game.
THE NUMBERS
Butler

Duke

Points per game ......................... 61.8 .......................... 73.3
Points allowed ............................ 55.2 .......................... 62.8
FG percentage ........................... .397 .......................... .414
3-point percentage .................... .342 .......................... .384
Free throw percentage ............... .670 .......................... .762
FG percentage defense .............. .419 .......................... .426
3-point defense ......................... .377 .......................... .286
Turnover margin ......................... +5.6 .......................... +3.8
Rebounding margin .................... -3.4 .......................... +6.2
* - stats are for NCAA tournament games only

DUKE BLUE DEVILS (34-5)

BUTLER BULLDOGS (33-4)
PLAYER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Butler’s top gun is a baby-faced forward
who said Sunday he hasn’t needed to shave
in nearly two weeks and plans to attend all
four of his classes today. But don’t let
Gordon Hayward’s schoolboy innocence lead
you to believe he won’t be ready on the
biggest night of his career. The kid has a
cutthroat edge to him and leads the
Bulldogs in scoring (15.6 ppg) and
rebounding (8.3 rpg), able to shoot from
long range or break defenders down off the
dribble. In a lot of ways, Hayward’s game
mirrors that of Duke’s Kyle Singler.
Early in his high school days in
Brownsburg, Ind., Hayward figured his
athletic future might be on another kind of
court — he was an accomplished prep
tennis player. But when he had a growth
spurt that stretched him upward 9 full
inches between his freshman and senior
years, basketball opportunities were there to
be had. Hayward explained Sunday his
attraction to both sports.
“Tennis, when you’re out there alone, it’s
like you against the world,” he said. “That’s
always a great feeling, to feel that you’re in
control and you hold your own destiny and
you’re the one making all the plays. But at
the same time, there’s no one else out
there if you get stressed or you need
someone there for you. That’s what’s so
great about basketball.”
KEEP AN EYE ON …
Sophomore guard Ronald Nored is
arguably the best defender on a terrific
defensive team. Nored averages 1.8 steals
per game and was the Horizon League’s
Defensive Player of the Year. On Saturday
he had three steals as Butler turned 16
Michigan State turnovers into 20 points.
Duke’s Jon Scheyer compares Nored to
former Florida State guard Toney
Douglas, who was the ACC’s
Defensive Player of the Year
in 2009.
“Going up against Toney,
he was really quick,”
Scheyer said. “But he also
had such active hands that
you couldn’t really play with
the ball going up against
him. Nored reminds me of
him in that way.”
And it’s not just Nored.
Butler’s team defense has
sparked this impressive NCAA
tournament run. The Bulldogs
have been fantastic at cutting

off driving lanes, are solid with their help
defense and have held all five of their
opponents below 60 points.
Said Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski: “If you
try to penetrate, there’s more than one
person trying to stop you.”
WHY THE BULLDOGS WILL WIN
Sometimes the NCAA tournament just
loves a fairy tale ending. Ask the 1983
N.C. State Wolfpack. Or the 1985 Villanova
Wildcats. Or the 1997 Arizona Wildcats.
Win after win, sometimes the momentum
and the self-belief can build to an
unstoppable level.
Butler, like Duke, has been on an
upward climb for nearly the entire season.
The Bulldogs play together, they play smart
and they find ways to win. And win they
have, riding a 25-game victory streak into
tonight’s game. Butler’s last loss came way
back on Dec. 22 at Alabama-Birmingham.
Since an Elite Eight win over Kansas
State nine days ago, Indianapolis has been
abuzz. And that electricity is certain to
charge Lucas Oil Stadium tonight. The
Bulldogs have a chance to be the
hometown heroes and the confidence to
deliver a “happily ever after” ending.
WORTH NOTING
% Butler went more than 10 minutes
without a field goal in the second half
against Michigan State on Saturday, missed
12 of its final 13 shots, shot 30.6 percent
for the game and still won.
% Butler has had only one previous
meeting with Duke, an 80-60 loss to the
Blue Devils on Jan. 30, 2003 at
Cameron Indoor Stadium. Current
head coach Brad Stevens was an
assistant under Todd Lickliter for
that game.
% The combined enrollments at
Butler and Duke total 10,540
students, making this the
smallest student
enrollment among
national title game
participants since 1955
when San Francisco
(5,525) and LaSalle
(4,447) met.

Ronald Nored

PLAYERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Kyle Singler, Jon Scheyer, Nolan Smith.
“The Big Three.” The big night.
Coming into the NCAA tournament we all
wondered just how good Duke could be if it
could get Singler, Scheyer and Smith all
clicking offensively on the same night. On
Saturday night, West Virginia found out.
Scheyer led the way with 23 points, Singler
scored 21 and Smith added 19. That marked
the sixth time this season — and the first time
since an 82-50 rout of North Carolina on
March 6 — that all three players had scored at
least 17 points on the same night. Surprisingly,
Duke’s record in those games is just 4-2 with
blowout wins over Penn, Charlotte, North
Carolina and West Virginia and double-digit
losses at N.C. State and Georgetown.
Still, if the Blue Devils’ superstar trio can
deliver tonight the way they delivered
Saturday, Butler won’t have a prayer.
KEEP AN EYE ON …
As far as we know, statistics aren’t kept to
measure just how good Duke has been this
season on 3-point attempts that come after
an offensive rebound and a kick out. But it
sure seems like the Blue Devils make about
two-thirds of those attempts. If you’re a
basketball aficionado and love tracking the
little things, then keep an eye on big men
Lance Thomas and Brian Zoubek tonight as
they should be able to use their size
advantage down low. All throughout the
season, those two seniors have learned that
grabbing an offensive rebound
doesn’t necessarily require
shooting an immediate
putback. So, whereas in
the past, Thomas and
Zoubek would often grab
offensive rebounds and
take them right back up,
often getting rejected or
missing follows, now
they’ve become sharp
in taking those
offensive rebounds
and dishing them
back to the perimeter
to Duke’s best
offensive guns.
Zoubek’s seniorseason transformation
from clumsy, foul-prone
role player into big-time
playmaker is one of the
biggest reasons the Blue
Devils are playing on the final
night of the season.

WHY THE BLUE DEVILS WILL WIN
Because they’re better. Not by a ton. But
the Devils are better. And for the last two
months, that’s all that has mattered
whenever they’ve taken the floor. Since being
blasted 89-77 by Georgetown on Jan. 30,
the Blue Devils have stumbled only once in
18 games. And even in that loss, a 79-72
defeat at Maryland, they showed a
champion’s combination of composure and
perseverance. They just didn’t make enough
big plays in the final 2 minutes in College
Park to prevail.
Yes, Butler’s defense will be one of the
most stingy and disciplined attacks Duke has
faced all season. But the Blue Devils have
been masterful for much of the season at
eliminating silly turnovers. They’ve had more
than 11 turnovers just three times in the
past 18 games.
On top of that, the Devils’ veteran poise
and accuracy from the foul line (76.1
percent) on the season, has typically meant
that late-game leads are as good as wins.
Duke is 34-0 this season in games in which
they have held a lead of at least four points
in the final 8 minutes.
WORTH NOTING
% This is Mike Krzyzewski’s eighth
appearance in a national championship
game. He led the Blue Devils to national
titles in 1991, 1992 and 2001 and suffered
championship-bout losses in 1986, 1990,
1994 and 1999.
% In Duke’s past two wins over Baylor and
West Virginia, the Devils have made 24 of
their 48 3-point attempts (50 percent).
Duke’s four NCAA tournament opponents, on
the other hand, have shot .276 percent from
long range.
% Over the past four seasons, Duke has a
record of 54-0 when holding an opponent
below 60 points. Twenty-one of those
victories have come this season.
% With a win tonight, Duke would
become just the second program in
college basketball history to win
NCAA championships in three
straight decades, having
already claimed titles
in the 1990s and
2000s. The other
program on that list:
rival North Carolina,
which won
championships in the
1980s, ‘90s and 2000s.
Brian Zoubek
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Butler center Howard could miss title game
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Butler
center Matt Howard was
held out of Sunday’s practice
and could miss tonight’s
NCAA championship game
with a concussion.
Team trainer Ryan Galloy said Howard took two
blows in Saturday’s 52-50
victory over Michigan State,
first banging his head on the
floor after a violent collision
with two other players and
then taking an elbow to the

head after he returned to the
game. After the second shot,
he again left the floor and did
not come back.
Galloy described the injury as the “mildest of mild
concussions.”
“He was woozy, kind of
out of it, lethargic, he had a
headache,” Galloy said. “After the game, he was fine. He
wasn’t feeling sick, he ate.”
Howard, who was not
available for comment Sunday, is scheduled to be re-

evaluated
this morning.
Coach
Brad Stevens
said
Howard’s status would be
a game-time
Howard has
decision.
a very mild
“His
concussion
health is of
numero uno priority, and if
he can’t play, he can’t play,”
Stevens said.
“It will have to be the

next man up.”
Galloy did not specify
what tests Howard would undergo but said doctors and
coaches expect Howard to
give honest descriptions of
how he feels.
“There’s been a lot in the
news about concussions, and
it’s not as cut and dry as people want to make it,” Galloy
said.
“Matt has never had a
concussion, which is good, so
it’s not like when you get a

football player who has had
five or six of them. That
would be another story. Each
one is different. We’ve had
guys with mild concussions
who haven’t gotten better for
weeks.”
Howard walked into practice Sunday with his teammates wearing his usual
workout gear — shorts, a
white tank top and a T-shirt
underneath.
If Howard cannot play,
Butler would be missing its

No. 3 scorer, its second-leading rebounder and its
strongest post player. He averages 11.6 points and 5.2 rebounds and was the 2008-09
Horizon League player of the
year.
Howard’s
teammates,
however, expect their 6-foot8 center to be on the court
against Duke.
“I talked to him this
morning, and I think he will
play,” junior guard Zach
Hahn said.

