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DUKE 78, BAYLOR 71
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Duke’s Lance Thomas, from left, Kyle Singler, Nolan Smith and Jon Scheyer celebrate after Duke defeated Baylor 78-71 in the South Regional championship game.

FOUR SURE

Duke is back in the
Final Four for the
first time since 2004
By Stephen Hawkins

These hard-working
Devils should be
cheered, not reviled

THE MATCHUPS

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Duke is
back in the Final Four, ending an unusually long absence for coach Mike
Krzyzewski’s team — and
keeping No. 1 seeds from
being shut out of the title
chase.
Nolan Smith scored a career-high 29 points and the
Blue Devils returned to college basketball’s big event
for the first time in six years
by beating Baylor 78-71 on
Sunday in the South Regional final, halting the Bears’
charming run to college basketball redemption.
Jon Scheyer added 20
points for Duke (33-5),
which became the only No.
1 seed to advance to Indianapolis and earned its

Saturday’s Final Four
% Michigan State (28-8) vs.
Butler (32-4), 6:07 p.m.
% West Virginia (31-6) vs.
Duke (33-5), 8:47 p.m.
11th Final Four trip under
Krzyzewski.
In the national semifinals for the first time since
2004, the Blue Devils will
play East Regional champion West Virginia on Saturday night. They have won
11 of their last 12 regional
finals under Krzyzewski,
but haven’t won a national
title since 2001.
Coach K made his first
Final Four with Duke in
1986 and hadn’t had this long
of a gap between trips.
See DUKE, Page 5C
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Duke’s Nolan Smith takes a jump shot during the
second half Sunday. Smith scored a career-high 29
points to lead Indianapolis-bound Duke.

HOUSTON — Go ahead.
Hate Duke. Hate the Blue
Devils with every fiber of
your being.
I understand how it
works. I’ve been around
long enough to appreciate
the uncontrollable instinct
behind this loathing. If
you live in North Carolina
and you’re not a true blue
Dukie, then you’re a true
Dook detractor. And so
there’s no way any part
of Sunday’s 78-71 Elite
Eight win over Baylor
registered as feel-good.
Duke heading back to
the Final Four for the
12th time in 25 seasons
and the first time since
2004? Puke, you’ll say.
The Blue Devils were
given a paved road to
Indianapolis.

Dan Wiederer
Coach K’s sideline
snarling? It’s an injustice
he’s allowed to behave
like that.
And that stupid
jumping leg-kick, falldown trick Jon Scheyer
uses to draw fouls
seemingly three times
every game? It has to be
the cause of thousands of
thrown and broken
remote controls all over
the Tar Heel state.
See WIEDERER, Page 5C

MICHIGAN STATE 70, TENNESSEE 69

Spartans back in the Final Four
! Michigan State
reaches the national
semis for the sixth
time in 12 years.
By Nancy Armour

The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Don’t bet
against Tom Izzo and Michigan State this time of year.
Raymar Morgan’s free
throw with less than 2 seconds left gave the Spartans a
70-69 victory over Ten-

nessee in the Midwest Regional final Sunday, sending
Michigan State to its sixth
Final Four in 12 years and
second in a row.
No team in the country —
not North Carolina, not Kentucky, not UCLA — has done
it better during that span.
And all six trips have come
under Izzo, the hard-nosed
coach who preaches defense,
rebounding and physical
play.
“I like it more than I used
to,” Izzo said of playing in
March. “It’s even better than

INSIDE

% Michigan State’s crazy
season continues,
% Women’s roundup, Page 4C
I thought.”
Oh, and how’s this for
some symmetry? This happens to be the 10th anniversary of the “Flintstones,” the
team that gave Michigan
State its second national title. Highlights from that run
were included in the video
montage of past championships that played on the

Edward Jones Dome’s massive Jumbotron during halftime.
The fifth-seeded Spartans, last year’s national
runner-up, will be looking
for championship No. 3 next
weekend in Indianapolis.
They play Butler, also a No.
5 seed and sure to be the
hometown favorite, in the
semifinals Saturday night.
The Spartans (28-8) led by
as many as eight in the second half, but Brian Williams
See SPARTANS, Page 4C

Michigan
State’s
Durrell
Summers
celebrates
during the
Spartans’
70-69 win
over
Tennessee.
Summers
had 21
points.
AP photo
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ROAD TO THE FINAL FOUR
READY, AIM, FIRE

Duke’s coaching staff knew freshman Andre
Dawkins would have a chance to contribute in
Sunday’s regional championship game. With Baylor’s
unique 1-1-3 zone, the Blue Devils understood there
would be opportunities, if they executed correctly, for
plenty of open 3-point shots. In the first half, with
Kyle Singler in foul trouble, Dawkins came off the
bench and hit two of the biggest 3s of his young
career. The first gave Duke a 14-11 lead. The
second, with 30.3 seconds left before halftime, put
a cork in a 13-2 Baylor run and allowed the Devils
to go to halftime trailing just 35-32.

JAM SESSION

Senior Lance Thomas stated the obvious after Sunday’s
emotional Elite Eight win: “I’ll never judge my game by
how I shoot.” And he shouldn’t. Thomas’ offensive game is
still, well, not very pretty. Of the nine shots he attempted
against Baylor, four were blocked. Thomas also missed an
easy tip-in in the second half and took a wide open
8-footer that didn’t even draw iron. But Thomas eventually
scored what may have been the biggest points of the
game, a three-point play with 1:36 left that came off an
impressive follow slam of a missed 3-pointer. That gave
the Devils a 70-62 lead. “I’m not a punk in any way
shape or form,” Thomas said. “So I kept on attacking.”

THESE GUYS ARE GOOD

The two coaches who were allowed to cut down regional
championship nets Sunday certainly know what they’re doing
with the scissors. Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski earned his 11th
Final Four trip as the Blue Devils head coach by beating
Baylor 78-71 in Houston. Tom Izzo’s Michigan State
Spartans beat Tennessee 70-69 in St. Louis and will now be
making their sixth trip to the Final Four in the past 12
seasons. Coach K has a tourney record of 75-22 and holds
the highest NCAA tournament winning percentage (.773) of
any active coach. Izzo (35-11) ranks second on the winning
percentage list (.761). Right behind in third: North Carolina’s
Roy Williams (55-18, .750).

Duke
From Page 1C
“We played against a
great team,” Krzyzewski
said. “It was such a wellplayed game, and we were
fortunate to win.”
Smith and Scheyer helped
the Blue Devils offset a poor
game from junior forward
Kyle Singler, who was 0-for10 from the field and made
only five free throws. It was
the first time in his college
career he failed to hit a field
goal.
LaceDarius Dunn had 22
points and Ekpe Udoh scored
18 for the Bears (28-8), whose
program was in shambles
when coach Scott Drew took
over in the wake of murder
and scandal less than seven
years ago.
Drew took the Bears from
tatters to the cusp of their
first Final Four appearance
in 60 years.
After tying the game for
the 12th time on a free throw
with 3:36 left, Smith missed
his second attempt. But
Lance Thomas grabbed one
of his nine rebounds and
quickly passed the ball right
back to Smith, who hit a 3pointer from the right wing
to put Duke up 64-61.
“I just wanted to make
the plays,” said Thomas, one
of three Duke seniors. “My
teammates know I can make
them. I made it and I just got
the ball to our shooters.”
Scheyer, another senior,
then extended the lead to six
with his fifth 3-pointer.
Tweety Carter and Quincy Acy had 12 points each for
Baylor at Reliant Stadium,
where most of the crowd of
47,492 was dressed in the
green and gold of the
Bears.
“Those two 3s in a row, by
Nolan and then Jon, those
were
big-time
plays,”
Krzyzewski said. “The big
guys kicked it out and those
are the best 3s to take.”
And the long-range shots
were the best for Duke
against Baylor’s tenacious
zone defense featuring a
combination of a 7-footer
and a pair of 6-10 players.
The Blue Devils made 11
of 23 3-pointers (48 percent)
— and shot only 11 of 38 from
inside the arc.

Duke 78, Baylor 71
BAYLOR

FG
Min M-A

FT
M-A

Reb
O-T A PF PT

Udoh
37
6-14 6-9
7-10 6 4 18
Jones
33
1-3
0-2
2-5 1 1 3
Lomers
9
2-2
0-0
0-1 0 5 4
Dunn
35
8-18 4-5
0-6 2 4 22
Carter
38
5-12 0-0
0-2 4 2 12
Ellis
2
0-0
0-0
0-0 0 0 0
Acy
33
5-7
2-3
6-8 0 4 12
Walton
13
0-3
0-0
1-3 1 1 0
Totals
200 27-59 12-19 17-37 14 21 71
Percentages: FG .458, FT .632. 3-Point Goals:
5-18, .278 (Carter 2-7, Dunn 2-8, Jones 1-2, Walton
0-1). Team Rebounds: 2. Blocked Shots: 8 (Udoh
5, Jones, Acy, Lomers). Turnovers: 11 (Carter 4,
Dunn 2, Udoh, Walton, Acy, Jones, Lomers).
Steals: 8 (Carter 2, Dunn 2, Walton, Acy, Jones,
Udoh). Technical Fouls: Acy.

DUKE

FG
Min M-A

FT
M-A

Reb
O-T A PF PT

Singler
34
0-10 5-6
2-3 4 2 5
Thomas 19
2-9
3-4
8-9 2 3 7
Zoubek
19
2-5
1-2
4-9 2 5 5
Smith
40
9-17 7-8
1-3 1 0 29
Scheyer
40
5-12 5-5
1-5 4 1 20
MaPlmlee 15
1-2
0-0
3-5 2 2 2
Dawkins 13
2-2
0-2
0-0 0 0 6
MiPlumlee 20
1-4
2-2
3-7 0 2 4
Totals
200 22-61 23-29 23-43 15 15 78
Percentages: FG .361, FT .793. 3-Point Goals:
11-23, .478 (Scheyer 5-10, Smith 4-6, Dawkins 22, Singler 0-5). Team Rebounds: 2. Blocked
Shots: 0. Turnovers: 11 (Singler 4, Smith 2,
Ma.Plumlee 2, Thomas, Scheyer, Zoubek).
Steals: 7 (Zoubek 2, Smith 2, Singler 2, Scheyer).
Technical Fouls: None.

Baylor
Duke

35
32

36—71
46—78

A-47,492.
Officials—Michael Stuart, Scott Thornley,
Douglas Sirmons.

% Mike Krzyzewski may have
a nice view of the Reliant
Stadium raised court with his
chair at court level, but he’s
not doing any favors for Duke
assistant coach Steve
Wojciechowski. He’s sitting right
behind Krzyzewski, just below
court level, and is having to
bob and weave to look around
his boss and see what’s
happening on the court.
% I don’t like the horn at
Reliant Stadium, which by the
way will be the site for next
year’s NCAA Final Four. It
sounds like something you’d
hear on a compact car, not
very authoritative.
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Duke’s Lance Thomas grabs a rebound between Baylor players during the second half of the Blue Devils’ 78-71 win in the South Regional championship.

Wiederer
From Page 1C
Yep, it sure is easy to
blast the most successful
program of the past
quarter-century. But if you
love college basketball, if
you appreciate teamwork,
if you enjoy inspirational
stories where hard work
and unity are rewarded,
there is absolutely no way
you could root against
these particular Blue
Devils, the ones who
focused and dug deep and
won a high-level
championship game Sunday
at Reliant Stadium.
Be honest. If you put
these kids in the uniforms
of say Missouri or Iowa or
Marquette, would there
really be anything to hate?
If we took Mike
Krzyzewski’s coaching
wizardry and drive and
gave it to some guy
named Bill Owens and put
him at the head of the
bench, would you still feel
your blood-pressure rising
every time the Blue Devils
went on a run?
The hate may be
irrepressible. But with this
Duke team, it’s also
irrational.

Balancing act
When you stop and
think about it, it’s amazing
the way the Blue Devils
have climbed this
mountain, finding new
strategies and extra
reserves of hustle to
continue beating whatever
opponent comes to
challenge them.
On Sunday, they
survived on willpower and
confidence. Arguably the
best player on the team,

COUCH POTATO
Earl Vaughan Jr.’s
thoughts while watching
the Duke-Baylor game

% This Australian guy in
these commercials for a
computer company that shall
remain nameless could not
possibly be more annoying.
But I guess that’s the point,

REVISITING DUKE’S THREE KEYS
KEY NO. 1
% Find a way to contain LaceDarius Dunn — Dunn led
Baylor with 22 points. But as Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski
said, “At least he didn’t get 35.” All evening, the Blue
Devils never allowed Baylor’s leading scorer to take over the
game, doing a great job of finding Dunn in transition and
forcing him to miss six of his eight 3-point attempts. Kyle
Singler gets a lot of the credit. Nolan Smith, Jon Scheyer
and even Lance Thomas chipped in with help.

KEY NO. 2
% Stay active on the boards — Duke held a narrow
43-37 advantage in the rebounding battle. But it was the
Blue Devils’ effort on the offensive glass that won the game.
In the second half, Duke turned 17 offensive rebounds into
20 second-chance points. Ball game.

KEY NO. 3
% Remember Newton’s Law — Objects in motion tend to
stay in motion. Objects at rest tend to stay at rest. Against
Baylor’s unique zone defense, Duke had great ball
movement and even better movement from players without
the ball. Big men Lance Thomas and Brian Zoubek were
involved heavily in helping get the ball inside the zone and
consequently Duke had one of its best 3-point shooting
outings of the season, canning 11 of 23 3-point attempts.
Inside the arc, the Blue Devils were just 11 for 38.

Kyle Singler, had his worst
game of the season,
missing all 10 of his shot
attempts and scoring just
one point in the game’s
first 39 minutes. It didn’t
matter.
Why not? Well, because
fellow junior Nolan Smith
attacked Baylor’s stingy
zone defense all day and
poured in a career-high 29
points. Meanwhile, Jon
Scheyer rediscovered his
confidence, burying five 3pointers and none bigger
than the one with 2:34 left
that gave Duke a 67-61
lead.
Oh, and also, Lance
Thomas played relentless
defense and took pride in
keeping possessions alive
to draw your attention. It’s
working.
% Speaking of
commercials, I’m really tired
of the one where the baggage
handlers from a certain airline
bare their chests and
stomachs to spell out that
BAGS FLY FREE on their
airline. I can’t imagine they
really filmed that on the
tarmac at some working
airport. I’d have thought
security would have been all
over those loons in a minute.
% The guy that was on
press row in Houston the
other night wearing Carolina
blue and a media badge is

with his offensive
rebounding; Brian Zoubek
continued to prove his
toughness, fighting his
damndest to grab nine
rebounds; and freshman
Andre Dawkins came off
the bench and hit a pair of
important first-half 3pointers that kept the tidal
wave of overwhelming
Baylor support from
drowning the Blue Devils.
Once upon a time,
championship wins like
this were far more regular
for Duke. But they’ve
always taken hard work.
And that’s what made
Sunday’s triumph so
fulfilling.
“You come to Duke and
you expect to win; you
gone today. Guess he’s on
his way to New York for the
NIT semifinals Tuesday night.
% Duke seems to be
holding its own cheering wise
in Reliant Stadium. Since
Baylor is about three hours
from Houston, I figured Baylor
would have a much bigger
crowd, but the Blue Devil
faithful are hanging in there.
% The Duke mascot always
has some kind of saying
written on a piece of masking
tape stuck to the forehead of
his costume. CBS hasn’t
given many looks at the
mascot during the
tournament, but they finally

expect to go to Final
Fours,” senior Brian
Zoubek said in a delirious
locker room. “But we
realized quickly as
freshmen that we didn’t
have any seniors to show
us the way and to just go
along for the ride. We’ve
had to earn this every step
of the way. We got killed
our first year. And it was
still a learning process the
next two years to get to
this point. We’ve had to
earn every single win and
every single step that
we’ve taken.”

Finding a way
Sunday’s victory
continued a remarkable
run. And if you’ve spent
any time around the
Devils, you’d also realize
it couldn’t be happening to
a better group of kids, a
bunch that truly enjoys
playing with each other
and values the bond that
has given them.
“For the juniors and
seniors, we’ve grown up
with each other and we’ve
gone through so many
experiences together,”
Singler said. “We just
know each other.”
In the final minutes
Sunday, with the tension
rising and lifelong dreams
hanging in the balance,
Krzyzewski sensed that
aura among his kids. With
3:36 to play, Duke trailed
61-60. Yet in the final TV
timeout huddle,
Krzyzewski’s message was
calm and direct.
“You guys are fighting
now,” he said. “You’re who
you are. Just be
yourselves. Keep fighting
and it will work out well.
You’ll figure it out.”
In the next 2 minutes,
Smith and Scheyer hit
back-to-back 3-pointers
showed him this afternoon.
His slogan for today is “Final
For U“. Not sure if that’s just
a case of bad spelling or
he’s saying it’s the end of
the road for Baylor.
% Butler will definitely have
one of the shortest trips ever
to the Final Four next week.
CBS just showed a graphic
that revealed the Butler
campus is a 7-mile, 17minute drive from Lucas Oil
Stadium, site of next
weekend’s Final Four.
% The sleeping giant has
come alive. Those Baylor fans
I didn’t think were there
aren’t sitting on their hands

and Thomas delivered a
follow slam that broke the
game open. Three veterans
made three clutch plays
simply because they knew
they were capable.
“I’ve never had a group
exactly like this one,”
Krzyzewski said.
What he’s partly
implying with that
compliment is that these
Blue Devils wouldn’t have
a chance to upend any of
his previous three national
title teams. They just don’t
have that level of
superstar talent. But the
most admirable thing
about this team is that it’s
never really cared, either.
“We just find a way to
win,” Zoubek said. “It isn’t
very pretty a lot of the
time. Obviously we’re not
the most athletic team.
But we do the simple
things well. And we find a
way to make it happen.”
Over 30 seasons at
Duke, Krzyzewski has had
his moments in which his
personality has seemed
holier-than-thou and he’s
been criticized as being
disingenuous. But there
was nothing but sincerity
in the smile pasted across
his face Sunday night,
nothing but pure joy in the
bear hugs he delivered to
his players.
“Again, we’re not a
great team,” Coach K said.
“But we are really a good
team and we have great
character. And to be
around that character on a
day-to-day basis is so
fulfilling for me.”
Hate that if you wish.
But you’ll be missing out
on the appreciation of
watching a special college
basketball team.
Staff writer Dan Wiederer can be
reached at wiedererd@fayobserver.com
or 486-3536.

now, and they are clearly
making more noise than the
Blue Devil faithful.
% Sunday was the 18th
anniversary of Christian
Laettner’s incredible shot that
lifted Duke over Kentucky in
the NCAA regionals.
% It’s a miracle Duke’s still
in this game. Kyle Singler is
averaging 21.0 per game in
this year’s NCAA tournament.
With nine minutes left against
Baylor, he’s scored one.
% Duke has killed Baylor
with second-chance shots in
the final seconds, scoring on
rebounds of missed shots on
four consecutive plays.

